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Abilene Christian University  College of Biblical Studies

HCOL 441.H1

Fall 2009

The Road Goes Ever On: J.R.R. Tolkien

Dr. Jeff W. Childers

Sept. 1, 8, 15, 29, Oct. 6
6:00-8:50pm


Core Classroom (formerly Mabee Library Auditorium)

I. Personal stuff: Despite the rumors, Dr. Jeff Childers did not undergo the rigors of doctoral research at Merton College, Oxford (1992) just because J.R.R. Tolkien had also been a Merton Fellow. That was only one of the reasons. Perhaps a big reason. But Jeff was also slaking his thirst for unconventional Christian spirituality—which is why he took degrees in Syriac Studies, studying the history and culture of early oriental Christianity. And he was looking for a way out of construction work which—though more lucrative—had turned out to be personally less satisfying and occasionally dangerous.

Office: BI 293

office phone: (325) 674–3797

fax: (325) 674–6180




childersj@acu.edu


home: (325) 677–9792

Office Hours:
Monday

1:00 – 4:00




Tuesday

1:00 – 3:00




Wednesday

10:00 – 11:00
1:00 – 3:00 p.m.




Thursday

9:00 – 11:00

or by appointment
II. Class description: Recently hailed as the “author of the 20th century,” Tolkien has left a remarkable impression on global culture, marked by the fabulous success of the hit film series. Drawing a huge popular audience, Tolkien's work inspires penetrating scholarship, devoted imitation, and merciless lampooning. What is it about his quaint, archaic stories that fires the modern imagination? We will talk about his most famous books, his lesser known creations, and the attempts of others to capture the spirit of Tolkien in their own art. Focusing on the Christian convictions pervading his work, we will use the lenses of history, theology, literary criticism, cultural studies, and film studies to explore the ways in which the Tolkien legacy lives on as a worthy redemptive response to the ills of the modern world.

III. Textbook:

J. R. R. Tolkien. Tales from the Perilous Realm. New York: HarperCollins, 2002.
IV. Grading:
 Assignments and tests will be given scores of 0–100 and weighted as follows:



Class Participation

30%



Class Blog


25%



Group Presentation

20%



Final Product


25%
V. Attendance policy: Students are required and expected to attend all class meetings. An unexcused absence will impact your class participation grade. More than one absence of any sort will result in an automatic drop.

At the end of the Colloquium, weighted totals will be tabulated and grades assigned according to the standard, 10-percentile scale.

VI. Assignments and Tests
1. Bodacious Participation. The student should participate fully and bodaciously in all colloquium discussions. Participation should reflect familiarity with assignments and activities.

2. Reading &c. Familiarity with the reading material and other assigned materials will provide essential background for class discussions and activities.

3. The World through Tolkien’s Eyes—Class Blog. During the first colloquium meeting, students will generate a list of Tolkienian themes in an effort to explain his impact on culture. We will use an ACU WordPress blog to share experiences and talk about them. Our themes will provide critical categories by which to interpret the world—i.e. each of the chosen themes will supply a lens through which to see and understand the world. Armed with the themes/categories, we will be attentive to daily experience, social phenomena, cultural events, world news, etc. and attempt to relate them to Tolkien. Does x confirm the significance of the Tolkienian theme? Does Tolkien help one understand x? Does x confound Tolkien’s theme? How do the Tolkienian themes compare and contrast real-life experience? And so forth.

Each week, the student will post one blog entry, describing a particular recent experience and explaining how it connects to one of the Categories. Use the pull-down menu to assign the blog a Category. Feel free to write, post a picture, capture some video and share it, or send us an audio log you’ve recorded at the scene. Look here for instructions about how to add photos, audio, or video to your posts. You can also embed YouTube clips. If you post media, be sure to include a paragraph explaining why you chose it and how it fits the theme.

Every week, in addition to posting one blog entry, he student will comment on at least three (3) other students’ posts for that week. Comments may be brief, but substantial.

The first post is due the week of 1 September.

4. Group Presentation. Colloquium participants will be divided into four groups. Each of the four groups will be responsible for kicking off one week’s discussion, beginning Week 2. Topics will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis—a fully formed group may choose any topic it wishes until all topics are covered. The first presentation will happen on 8 September.

Each group will have 15-20 minutes at the beginning of class. Using various techniques (e.g. drama, electronic media, lecture, art), the group should produce a presentation that will challenge and stimulate the class in the given topic area. The aim is to kick off the conversation about that week’s topic, in an engaging and provocative way. Presentations should rely on at least some of the week’s assigned materials, but may go well beyond them.

It is important that each member of the group conscientiously participate in the group’s activities. Each group member should have specified tasks in relation to developing the presentation and perhaps in delivering it as well.

Presentations will be evaluated by the class and the professor according to 1) the quality of its engagement with the material, 2) its effectiveness in challenging and stimulating good class conversation, and 3) involvement of all group members.

5. Final Product. Colloquium participants will produce an artifact that somehow encapsulates or expresses key dimensions of their learning during the colloquium. The type of artifact may be of any sort, at the student’s discretion, though it must 1) somehow bring Tolkien to bear on a real-world problem or issue, 2) include a rationale statement (if necessary) that clarifies the artifact’s connection to the colloquium experience, and 3) include a multimedia component (or at least be representable online, to facilitate sharing). Students are encouraged to be subjective, personal, and creative. Artifacts are due by 13 October, after which they will be shared and celebrated!
VII. Schedule
1 September 2009
Author of the Century?

Leaf by Niggle. In J. R. R. Tolkien. Tales from the Perilous Realm. New York: HarperCollins, 2002.
“Foreword: Author of the Century,” and “The Lord of the Rings (2): Concepts of Evil.” In T. A. Shippey. J.R.R. Tolkien. Author of the Century. London: HarperCollins, 2000. Pp. vii–xxxv; 112–60. (Blackboard)
Ballad of Bilbo Baggins [Video] Retrieved 10 August 2009 from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQtyJZhV2lQ (online)

Scott Selisker. “The Led Zeppelin and JRR Tolkien Relations Page.” (Read the front page and the five linked analyses pages)

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/2406/
8 September 2009 
“How, given little over half a century of work, did one man become the creative equivalent of a people?” The Guardian
Sub-creativity—the influences of personal background, passion, social context, and cultivated abilities in creativity

Letters 163, 298, 153, 113, 96 (H. Carpenter, ed., Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien. London: Allen & Unwin, 1981). (Blackboard)

Smith of Wooton Major. In J. R. R. Tolkien. Tales from the Perilous Realm. New York: HarperCollins, 2002.

“The Road Goes Ever On,” “Namárië (Farewell),” In J. R. R Tolkien and Donald Swan. The Road Goes Ever On. A Song Cycle. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1967. Pp. 1–3, 22–24. (Blackboard)

Pictures by J. R. R. Tolkien (Blackboard)

J. R. R. Tolkien. “The Lay of the Children of Hurin.” In C. Tolkien, ed. The Lays of Beleriand. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1985. Lines 989–1284, pp. 40–47. (Blackboard)

J. R. R. Tolkien. “Trotter and the Journey to Weathertop.” In C. Tolkien, ed. The Return of the Shadow. The History of the Lord of the Rings, Part One. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1988. Pp. 148–76. (Reserve folder) 

“The Creation of Middle-Earth: the Myth behind the Man.” In Joseph Pearce. Man and Myth. A Literary Life. Pp. 61–99. (Reserve)

“The Philologist’s World.” In J. Lobdell. England and Always. Tolkien’s World of the Rings. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981. Pp. 29–48. (Reserve folder)

15 September 2009
“A fundamentally religious and Catholic work…”

The subtle and deep theological themes and religious significance of Tolkien’s work

Letters 156, 181, 191, 269, 310 (H. Carpenter, ed., Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien. London: Allen & Unwin, 1981). (Blackboard)

“The Hand of Ilúvatar.” In M. Dickerson. Following Gandalf. Epic Battles and Moral Victory in the Lord of the Rings. Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2003. Pp. 165–98. (Reserve folder)

Peter Kreeft, philosophy professor, Boston College. “Christianity in Lord of the Rings.” National Conference on Apologetics keynote. 13 November 2004. (iTunesU)

“The Calamity of Evil: the Marring of the Divine Harmony,” The Counter-Action to Evil: Tolkien’s Vision of the Moral Life,” and “The Lasting Corrective: Tolkien’s Vision of the Redeemed Life.” In R. C. Wood. The Gospel according to Tolkien. Visions of the Kingdom in Middle-Earth. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2003. Pp. 48–155 (Reserve folder)

29 September 2006
Mordor-gadgets and All That

Science, fantasy, and the worlds of Tolkien

Letters 75, 102, 155 (H. Carpenter, ed., Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien. London: Allen & Unwin, 1981). (Blackboard)

Farmer Giles of Ham. In J. R. R. Tolkien. Tales from the Perilous Realm. New York: HarperCollins, 2002.
“Middle­Earth: Nature & Ecology.” In P. Curry: Defending Middle­Earth: Myth & Modernity. London: HarperCollins, 1998. Pp. 59–97. (Blackboard)

“O for the Wings of a Balrog,” “Of Mithril,” “The One Ring,” “Science and Fantasy.” In H. Gee. The Science of Middle Earth. London: Souvenir, 2005. Pp. 97–107, 130–38, 203–19. (Reserve folder)
6 October 2009
“Based on the book by JRR Tolkien…”

Adapting Tolkien into film, music, and other literature

Letters 277, 210 (H. Carpenter, ed., Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien. London: Allen & Unwin, 1981). (Blackboard)

Discussions will presume students have seen at least one of the following films (available through Library and video stores):

The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. Directed by Peter Jackson. 2001.

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. Directed by Peter Jackson. 2002.

The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King. Directed by Peter Jackson. 2003.

Discussions will presume students have seen at least one of the following (available to be checked out from from Dr. Childers):

The Hobbit. Directed by Jules Bass & Arthur Rankin, Jr. 1977.

The Lord of the Rings. Directed by Ralph Bakshi. 1978.

The Return of the King. Directed by Jules Bass & Arthur Rankin, Jr. 1980.

Veggie Tales: Lord of the Beans. Directed by Mike Nawrocki. 2005.

 “Some Monsters,” in H. N. Beard, D. C. Kenney. Bored of the Rings. New York: Signet, 1969. Pp. 78–97. (Reserve folder)

“The Lord of the Rings: the Return of the King (2003),” and “The Grey Havens,” in J. Smith, J. C. Mathews, The Lord of the Rings. The Films, the Books, the Radio Series. London: Virgin, 2004. Pp. 169–97, 203–21. (Reserve folder)

Read at least one of the following:

R. Stam. “Beyond Fidelity: the Dialogics of Adaptation.” In J. Naremore, ed. Film Adaptation. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2000. Pp. 54–76. (Reserve folder & Blackboard)

S. Chatman. “What Novels Can Do that Films Can’t (and Vice Versa).” Critical Inquiry 7 (1980) 121–40. (Blackboard)

N. Rulyova. “Piracy and Narrative Games: Dmitry Puchkov's Translations of ‘The Lord of the Rings.’” The Slavic and East European Journal 49 (2005): 625–38. (Blackboard)
Listen to the following:

Johan De Meij, Symphony No. 1 "The Lord of the Rings": III. Gollum (Sméagol). London Symphony Orchestra conducted by David Warble. Compact disc. Countdown Media GmbH, 2008.  (iTunes U)
