Spring 2010

Hall 8
107.02
Rhetoric and Persuasion
Hall 8

English 107/007: Rhetoric and Persuasion

Course Objectives, Policies, and Syllabus

Instructor: Grace Hall



Course:  107.02

Email:  gnh02a@acu.edu

 

Phone:  408-691-9463 (emergencies only)

Office:
  Chambers 116



Office Hours:
 by appointment

Books and Supplies

Aaron, Jane.  The Little, Brown Handbook. ACU Edition.  New York: Longman, 2006. Print.

Ramage, John D., John C. Bean, and June Johnson. The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing. 4th ed. Brief ed.  New York: Longman, 2006. Print.

Prerequisite

ENGL106 or 006

ACU Mission 

The mission of Abilene Christian University is to educate students for Christian service and leadership throughout the world.

Department of English Mission   

The mission of the Department of English is to contribute to the university’s core curriculum goal of writing effectively in English as a result of clear thinking and extensive reading, writing, and observation; and to prepare its majors for such careers as law, professional writing, and English education in ways consonant with Christian service and leadership

Creative work is not a selfish act or a bid for attention on the part of the actor. It's a gift to the world and every being in it. Don't cheat us of your contribution. Give us what you've got.










Steven Pressfield

Course Description   

Your ability to communicate in oral and written contexts is essential to success in college.  Further, you should want to exhibit Christian service and leadership through your careful and accurate communication.  Approach and complete writing tasks in a manner that reflects a Christian commitment:  “whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men” (Colossians 3:23).

English 107 is the second semester course of a two-semester course sequence.  After having successfully completed English 106 and 107, you will have credit for the University core composition requirement.  Our primary focus will be the development of college-level reading and writing skills.  

· You will read about, discuss, and practice various aspects of composition, especially the kinds of writing common in college.  

· You will use many types of writing to learn about writing and to have topics to write about.  

· You will learn how to apply principles of rhetoric to persuasive writing assignments.

Course Objectives

After completing this course, you will be able to

Read

· Read critically

· Read to identify rhetorical strategies used by writers, in addition to understanding content

Write

•

Develop or review planning strategies for writing academic essays

•
Draft essays appropriate for college-level work

•
Construct cogent arguments from good reasons and evidence

•
Revise essays for content, organization, development, style, and proofreading

•
Write academic prose in a timed setting with at least average competence

Evaluate

•
Articulate your strengths and weaknesses as a writer

•

Develop reading, writing, and editing strategies appropriate for peer review

Use Technology

•
Demonstrate familiarity with forms of electronic communication, especially e-mail and Blackboard

•
Use word processing as a tool for completing writing tasks, including drafts, revising and proofreading (spell check and grammar check)

Open Door Policy

You are encouraged to make an appointment (or send me an e-mail) whenever you are having  difficulty with English 107/007 or any other area in which you think my advice could be useful to you. Please do not hesitate to ask for help. I am more than happy to assist you.

Attendance Policy, No Drop Policy and Late Policy

You must attend at least 80% of the classes in order to receive credit for the course.  For MWF classes, you cannot miss more than 9 times.  If you miss more than 20% of the classes, you will be dropped from the class with a WF.  This grade averages in your GPA as an F.  This policy does not give you 9 free absences plus sickness or university trips.  The total number of times that you can miss class for any reason is 9.  If you miss 9 times and then have an illness or university trip, you will be dropped from the class.  Save your absences for true emergencies that may arise late in the semester.

You must remain enrolled in this class and cannot drop this course.

· If you miss class for a university approved trip, you must arrange a meeting with me in advance to discuss how to make up work.

· You are responsible for any missed assignments.  Contact me or one of your classmates before the next class meeting to find out what you missed.

· Homework is not accepted late.  If you cannot make it to class, email your assignment, send it with a classmate, or turn it in to me before class.

Late Work:

Major papers turned in late will be penalized 10% per day late, including weekends.  Homework will not be accepted late.  

Dress Code

Students are expected to wear modest, semi-professional attire. No hoods or sweatpants will be permitted. If a student arrives to class wearing sweatpants, he or she will be given one warning, and after that will be marked absent and asked to go change.

Academic Integrity

Violations of academic integrity and other forms of cheating, as defined in ACU’s Academic Integrity Policy, involve the intention to deceive or mislead or misrepresent, and therefore are a form of lying and represent actions contrary to the behavioral norms that flow from the nature of God.  Violations will be addressed as described in the Policy.  While the university enforces the Policy, the most powerful motive for integrity and truthfulness comes from one’s desire to imitate God’s nature in our lives.  Every member of the faculty, staff and student body is responsible for protecting the integrity of learning, scholarship, and research.  

The full Policy is available for review at the Provost’s office web site (http://www.acu.edu/campusoffices/provost) and the following offices: provost, college deans, dean of campus life, director of student judicial affairs, director of residential life education, and academic departments.

I was working on the proof of one of my poems all the morning, and took out a comma. In the afternoon I put it back again.

If you want to tell people the truth, make them laugh, otherwise they'll kill you. 











Oscar Wilde

Grading Criteria

A+ 98

A  95

A- 92


Exceptional college-level.  It offers an excellent response to the assignment; it fulfills minor as well as major purposes.  Its overall pattern of organization is appropriate; the internal organization of ideas is effective; transitions are smooth. The message is well written, interesting, and easy to read.  It may show originality in organization, development, sentence structure or word choice.   It is free of all major and almost all minor errors in format, grammar, mechanics, organization, and development.  It follows instructions completely.

B+  88

B  85

B-  82


Good college-level work.  It offers an effective response to the assignment.  Both the overall pattern of organization and the internal organization are good. The writing style is clear, concise, and friendly.  It may have a few minor mechanical errors or some awkward spots, but basically it is well written. It follows instructions completely.

C+  78

C  75

C-  72


Satisfactory college-level work.  It offers an acceptable response to the assignment; it uses an acceptable pattern of organization; the writing follows the conventions of standard English.  There may be minor errors in style, tone, internal organization, format, or mechanics. It generally follows instructions.

OR A good (B) paper with a major flaw in one of the following: the organization, development, tone, or writing style.

D+  68

D  65

D-  62


A satisfactory (C) paper with a major flaw in one of the following: the organization, development, tone, format or writing style.

OR A poor paper which shows some evidence of attempting to solve the problem, but which has many minor errors in organization, development, word choice, style, tone, format, and mechanics.  None of these alone would necessarily doom the paper; however, together they make the paper unsatisfactory.

F+ 58

F  55

F- 52
A poor (D) paper with a major flaw in one of the following: the organization, development, tone, or writing style.

OR A paper that violates the facts explicitly given in the problem

OR A paper that is marred by an unacceptable number of errors in organization, development, word choice, style, tone, format, and mechanics.

OR A paper that contains any form of dishonesty.  

Homework, journals, and sentence combining will be graded as 


(excellent, worth 95 points)

  
(acceptable, worth 80 points)

-
(needs improvement, worth 65 points)

Either write something worth reading, or do something worth writing.










Benjamin Franklin


Course Assignments
Due Date
Weight

Taking a Stand Essay

This persuasive essay will require you to take a persuasive stance on a contestable issue.  Following the formal structure of a classical argument, you will support your stance with reasoning and evidence appropriate to your topic and for your audience, and you will address significant counter-arguments that would be of concern to your audience.


February 5
20%

Making an Evaluation Essay

This persuasive essay will require you to evaluate a specific subject against criteria appropriate for that subject’s evaluation.


March 5
20%

Proposing a Solution Essay

This essay will require you to propose an effective and plausible solution to a problem that faces a community of which you are a member.


April 7
20%

Revision

This essay will require you to revise one of your first two essays and will help you learn the revision process.
April 23
20%

Final Exam

The final exam for this course is a timed writing assignment.


Tuesday May 4, 8:00 a.m.
10%

Participation and Homework

Studies show a strong correlation between class attendance, regular reading of assigned materials, and overall course performance.  For this reason, you will receive daily grades for homework, quizzes and participation. The quizzes are given in the first 10 minutes of class. 
TBA
10%

The difference between the right word and the wrong word is the difference between the lightning and the lightning bug.

The man who doesn’t read good books has no advantage over the man who can’t read them.










Mark Twain

Unit One Calendar – Taking a Stand

Monday 
Wednesday
Friday

1/11 Introduction to Course, Syllabus
1/13 Intro to rhetoric – read ABGW 2-3, Mission Trip to Russia activity in class
1/15 Read ABGW 4, Analyzing the Optimist in class

1/18 MLK – No Classes 
1/20 Intro to taking a stand paper (go over Writing a Taking a Stand Paper notes, hand out prompt) -- read ABGW Ch. 14, study guide for Ch. 14 due
1/22 Topic brainstorming – individual student meetings; bring proposed topic

1/25 Thesis Statements – Believing and Doubting game p.48; Planning Your Essay worksheet in class
1/27 Thesis statement for paper 1 due, discuss evidence, reasons, and counterarguments (go over Strategies for Writing Persuasive Arguments notes) 
1/29 Outline for paper 1 due – must include 3 reasons, evidence for each reason, and counterarguments; drafting in class 

2/1  Writing Workshops – first complete draft of paper 1 due
2/3  Grammar Workshops – revised paper draft due
2/5 Taking a Stand Packet Due

Unit Two Calendar – Making an Evaluation

Monday 
Wednesday
Friday

2/8  Evaluation
2/10 Evaluation
2/12 Evaluation

2/15 Read ABGW Ch. 15 – Ch. 15 study guide due, discuss films in class
2/17 Paper 2 prompt, The Volunteer Babysitter in class
2/19 Criteria, Reasons, Evidence worksheet in class

2/22 Go over typical problems in class
2/24  Thesis Due, go over outline in class, Planning your essay worksheet
2/26  Outline Due – Drafting in Class

3/1 Writing Workshops – first complete draft of paper 2 due
3/3  Grammar Workshops – revised paper draft due
3/5  Making an Evaluation Packet Due

Unit Three Calendar – Proposing a Solution

Monday 
Wednesday
Friday

3/8 Introduce Proposing a Solution paper
3/10 Cruelty Free Products worksheet in class
3/12 The Three-Approach Strategy for a Justification activity in class, p. 452

SPRING BREAK



3/22 Read ABGW Ch. 16 –

Study guide due,

Discuss chapter 16 
3/24 Writing Proposal Arguments group activity
3/26 Blackboard activity with Abilene Reporter News

3/29 Finding Your Topic worksheet in class
3/31 Thesis Due, go over outline in class, begin drafting outline
4/2 Outline Due-

Drafting in Class

 Presentations

4/5 Writing Workshops

Complete draft of paper 3 due

Presentation
4/7 Proposing a Solution packet due

Presentations
4/9 Good Friday – No classes

Unit Four Calendar – Revision/Timed Writing

Monday
Wednesday
Friday

4/12 Revision 
4/14 Revision
4/16 Revision

4/19  Peer Workshop
4/21 Grammar Workshop
4/23 Revision Packet Due

4/26 Prepare for Final
4/28 Prepare for Final
4/30 Prepare for Final

Final Exam, Tuesday, May 4, 8:00 am 

