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Mercantile Societies
Dating back to the Middle Ages, the earliest forms of 
mercantile society in China and Middle East were 
defined by the distribution of goods for profit. As people 
made their way throughout the world, goods were 
transported greater distances and so there was a 
considerable need for vessels to carry them.





Industrial Revolution
With the effects of the industrial revolution throughout Europe, the mid-1800s saw a large-scale
shift from rural to urban life. There were massive changes in the nature of work, the growing
consumer economy, women’s roles in society, and even in the size and nature of families.



New Technologies
Advances in packaging technology made some
traditional goods, including flour, vegetables and 
meat, more widely available. The hermetically
sealed containers, which offered consumers
shelf-stable food products, were a major
development in the history of food packaging.
The use of tin cans to cook and seal food now
helped provide a year-round food supply.


















