
MOST POPULAR

VIDEOS
watch live concerts, studio sessions and music documentaries MORE VIDEOS

MORE ALBUMS

MORE SONGS

ROCK

ELECTRONIC
/DANCEFOLK

CLASSICAL

WORLDR&B/SOUL

JAZZ LATIN

HIP-HOP

POP

Pegi Young's New Album Is Emotionally 'Raw'

Clyde Stubblefield, James Brown's Funky 
Drummer, Dies At 73

Oddisee's 'The Iceberg' Has A Trove Of Stories 
Beneath Its Surface

MUSIC BY GENRE

Alison Krauss On The 
Relationships Behind 
'Windy City'

HEAR THE AUDIO 7:10

ARTICLES
in-depth stories, artist profiles and music lists

Beyoncé Is Not The 
Magical Negro 
Mammy
Just imagine Beyoncé, one of 
the world's most celebrated, 
recognized and highest-paid 
stars, being asked to "mother" 
Adele and Faith Hill. Not hap-
pening.

Behind 'La La Land,' 
A Long Relation-
ship Between A Di-
rector And A Com-
poser
La La Land is the third collab-
oration between writer and 
director Damien Chazelle and 
composer Justin Hurwitz. 
Their first was actually a 
senior thesis that was 
released to critical acclaim.

Oddisee's 'The Ice-
berg' Has A Trove 
Of Stories Beneath 
Its Surface
The hip-hop artist spoke with 
NPR's Scott Simon about 
visiting Syrian refugees, get-
ting detained at airports and 
what a person's shoes can 
tell you about cultural differ-
ence.

MORE ARTICLES

SONGS WE LOVE
handpicked by npr music staff and public radio hosts

picked by
Laura Snapes

In the video, the 
Melbourne 
artist's persona 
gets a taste of 
freedom from 
her hermetic, 
pink prison.

Sui Zhen, 'Hangin' On'Read more

picked by
Jewly Hight

The singer-
songwriter aims 
to raise aware-
ness of domestic 
violence within 
the LGBTQ com-
munity.

FIRST LISTEN
hear upcoming albums in their entirety

RHIANNON GIDDENS
Freedom Highway
In her new work, the Carolina 
Chocolate Drops vocalist speaks for 
the truly silenced: slaves; those 
murdered during the civil rights 
movement; young men felled by police 
bullets in city streets today.

49:59

VAGABON
Infinite Worlds
Laetitia Tamko sings and plays 
guitar, synths, keyboard and drums 
on one of the more anticipated 
indie-rock records of the new year.

28:21

ANI CORDERO
Querido Mundo
The Latin rock veteran's new album is 
a direct musical statement about the 
state of affairs in the world.

OMAR SOSA & SECKOU 
KEITA
Transparent Water
The Afro-Cuban jazz pianist and 
Senegalese kora master make a 
powerful statement on this transfix-
ing, multi-cultural affair.

The Americana star and 
her producer Buddy 
Cannon appeared on 
Morning Edition today.

Read more
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BROWSE BY DATE
Rock

WORLD CAFE
Sex Pistols' Steve 
Jones On World Cafe 
XPN

February 20, 2017 • 
Jones shares stories 
from his raw, honest 
and heartfelt new 
memoir, Lonely Boy: 
Tales From A Sex 
Pistol.

THE RECORD
The Best — Or Worst — 
Band Of All Time Is Back
February 17, 2017 • The 
confounding cult band The 
Shaggs — a trio of New 
Hampshire sisters who 
made a single album and 
then disappeared — are 
performing at Wilco's Solid 
Sound Festival.

MUSIC INTERVIEWS
When Reality Is More In-
tense Than Psychedelics: 
Strand Of Oaks On 'Hard 
Love'
February 17, 2017 • Musi-
cian Timothy Showalter, 
a.k.a. Strand of Oaks, 
spoke with NPR's Steve In-
skeep about his new album 
and embracing life for 
what it is, even when 
things don't go so well.

Listen· 7:19
Queue
… (Toggle more options)

MOUNTAIN STAGE
Brooke Waggoner On 
Mountain Stage
February 16, 2017 • The 
Nashville singer-songwrit-
er returns to Mountain 
Stage with music from her 
latest album, Sweven.

Listen· 15:51
Queue
…

WORLD CAFE
Nikki Lane On World 
Cafe
XPN

February 16, 2017 • Hear 
the alt-country singer 
play songs from High-
way Queen and discuss 
her blue-collar South 
Carolina upbringing.

Listen· 23:32
Queue
…

FAVORITE SESSIONS
Watch Jim James Perform 
'Here In Spirit' Live For 
KCRW
February 16, 2017 • The 
outspoken My Morning 
Jacket frontman plays a 
song from his second solo 
album, Eternally Even, live 
for KCRW.

FIRST LISTEN
First Listen: Clap Your 
Hands Say Yeah, 'The 
Tourist'
February 16, 2017 • Five 
albums and a dozen years 
into its career, Alec 
Ounsworth's band shim-
mers, seethes and twitch-
es in appealing new ways.

Listen· 37:25
Queue
…

FIRST LISTEN
First Listen: Vagabon, 'In-
finite Worlds'
February 16, 2017 • Laetitia 
Tamko sings and plays 
guitar, synths, keyboard 
and drums on one of the 
more anticipated indie-rock 
records of the new year.

Listen· 28:21
Queue
…

FIRST LISTEN
First Listen: Ani Cordero, 
'Querido Mundo'
February 16, 2017 • The 
Latin rock veteran's new 
album is a direct musical 
statement about the state 
of affairs in the world.

Listen· 33:52
…
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All Songs Considered
Music You’ll Fall In Love With

OUR SHOW

First Watch: London 
O'Connor Laments Our 
Real Virtual World 

VIKING'S CHOICE
Fire-Toolz's Electro-Metal 
Rave 'All Deth Is U' Gets An 
Appropriately Insane 
Video
by Lars Gotrich

February 16, 2017 • The 
Chicago-based experimen-
talist's new album, Drip 
Mental, really doesn't make 
any sense — and it's far 
more enjoyable when you 
just accept it.

NERDS!
Guest Dose: Byron The 
Aquarius
by Piotr Orlov

February 15, 2017 • The 
jazz keyboard prodigy and 
house aficionado spins 
some hard-hitting tracks, 
including his unreleased 
cut with Kai Alce, for his 
Recommended Dose 
Guest Mix.

JUST IN
Stream Future's Self-Titled 
Album
by Rodney Carmichael

February 14, 2017 • The 
Atlanta-based superstar's 
latest record hit streaming 
services on Friday

VIKING'S CHOICE
Pharmakon's 'No Natural 
Order' Is An Abrasive Call 
To Eradicate Control
by Lars Gotrich

February 14, 2017 • "Our 
existence is chance by 
nature," Pharmakon's 
Margaret Chardiet says of 
her new industrial noise 
track. "No better than a 
hog or slab of stone. Just 
cells in a virus.”

ALL SONGS CONSIDERED
Meet The Animals Of The 
Tiny Desk Contest
by Benjamin Naddaff-Hafrey

February 13, 2017 • This 
year, more artists submit-
ted Tiny Desk Contest 
videos than ever before — 
and those videos were 
filled with furry friends. 
Watch the supercut, then 
vote for your favorite pup.

NERDS!
Dance Music Sex 
Romance: Prince Streams 
4 U
by Rachel Horn , Ann Powers

February 12, 2017 • Now 
that his catalog has come 
to streaming services, 
we've created four playlists 
to highlight the fundamen-
tals of the Prince ideology.

JUST IN
Lowland Hum Explains Its 
New Album, 'Thin,' Track 
By Track
by Bob Boilen

February 10, 2017 • Lauren 
and Daniel Goans, together 
the band Lowland Hum, 
explore the inspirations 
and experiments that make 
up their newest record, 
‘Thin.'

JUST IN
Listen: Annie Hardy's 
Heartbreaking Song To A 
Lost Son
by Robin Hilton

February 9, 2017 • The 
former grunge-pop singer 
returns after a long break 
from music — and unimag-
inable loss — for a heart-
breaking solo debut album 
due out in the spring.

ABOUT Ahead of the release of his newest record, Ryan Adams sits down with NPR Music's Bob 
Boilen to consider his favorite love songs, including Springsteen, Dylan and Sonic Youth

by BOB BOILEN.

Ryan Adams, Our Valentine's Day Guest DJ, Addresses Love 
And Lonesome Roads 

Browse the section archive or search NPR.org

FEATURED

First Watch: Emel 
Mathlouthi, 'Lost' 

First Watch: Laura 
Marling, 'Next Time' 

SUBSCRIBE
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