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Mission

The mission of Abilene Christian University is to educate men and women for Christian service and leadership around the world. The mission of the Department of Marriage and Family Therapy is in keeping with the university mission to produce Christian servants and leaders. The means by which this is accomplished include the following:

1. Training graduates to occupy positions as therapists within a variety of practice settings within the secular community;

2. Training graduates for positions in the church community and its various settings and ministries; and

3. Equipping graduates for advanced academic settings.

Course Description

The thesis course provides structure for students who elect the MFT thesis option. Students are required to complete specific tasks in semesters one and two of enrollment and they must follow the instructions in the ACU Thesis Guide.
Additional Information 
 The thesis course is designed to be taken over a minimum of two semesters.Students in the thesis option will take three hours of thesis in the Fall of their second year and three hours of thesis in the Spring of their Second year, with a thesis defense occurring between the end of the second semester and the scheduled time for comprehensive exams. Those who do not successfully complete and defend their thesis by the end of their second summer semester will be required to enroll in an additional semester in the next Fall semester, this enrollment will follow the policy specified in the ACU Thesis Guide. Students who do finish by the end of the third semester will receive a W for their research hours and will be required to submit their research for publication or presentation to a peer reviewed journal or conference in order to graduate, as all students in our program are required to present research as a program requirement.
Student Learning Objectives & Outcomes

The faculty of the MFT program have identified Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) that will be accomplished by graduates of the program. In addition to the SLOs identified by the department, the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE) has identified six content areas to be included in graduate MFT study. The content of this course addresses Area II: Clinical Knowledge. The SLOs that are addressed by this course, along with the corresponding outcome measures are listed in the table below. The group competency target for each outcome is a mean of 83%, and the individual competency target is a score of 83%. The group ideal target for each outcome is a mean of 92%, and the individual ideal target is a score of 92%.
	
	Competency (From the AAMFT Core Competencies)
	Measurement

	1
	6.1.1 Know the extant MFT literature, research, and evidence-based practice.
	Successful defense of thesis

	2
	6.1.2 Understand research and program evaluation methodologies, both quantitative and qualitative, relevant to MFT and mental health services
	Successful defense of thesis

	3
	 6.1.3 Understand the legal, ethical, and contextual issues involved in the conduct of clinical research and program evaluation.
	Successful defense of thesis

	4
	6.3.3 Critique professional research and assess the quality of research studies and program evaluation in the literature
	Successful defense of thesis


Required Texts
American Psychiatric Association. (2013). Diagnostic and 
     statistical manual of mental disorders (5th ed.). Washington, DC: 
     Author.
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association: Sixth edition. Washington, DC: APA.

.

Course Requirements

Attendance
Students are required to meet with the thesis chairperson at the mutually required times throughout the semester.
Requirements Before Beginning the Thesis Course (See Thesis Handbook):
· Successfully Complete BMFT 615 (Research Methods in MFT)
· Approval by MFT Faculty to do the thesis option

· Form the Thesis Committee (Two of the three committee members must be from the MFS Department and one may be from outside the department or university). Both the thesis committee chair and the department chair must approve the committee members, as well as the graduate school (Please see the ACU Thesis Guide for information about the Thesis Committee Announcement Form).
· Student are required to review the ACU Thesis Guide with their chair before registering for thesis. This is important because the ACU Thesis Guide policies are binding.

Semester One Required Tasks:

· Select thesis topic with approval from committee.
· Complete initial literature review (unless the student successfully petitions the committee to place this step later in the process in cases of grounded theory type projects).

· Successful IRB submission and approval 
· Submission of the prospectus to the graduate school (A note to students-The MFT Program policy deviates slightly from the ACU Thesis Guide in that we are requiring this during the first semester of study).

Semester Two Required Tasks:

· Conduct the research
· Finish writing the thesis.
· Student will be required to defend their thesis before the Comprehensive Examination, or petition the committee for an extension to be completed in the Fall Semester. There is not a requirement for thesis enrollment in the summer semester, as the time between the end of the second semester and thesis defense will be considered an extension of the second semester activities.
Students Who Require Additional Time to Complete the Thesis:
· Students will register for continuing thesis credit according to the policy in the ACU Thesis Guide. 
· MFT students will only be granted an opportunity to continue thesis enrollment for ONE additional semester.
· Students who do not finish all requirements by the end of the third semester of enrollment will be given an F for thesis, unless they request and are granted a W for thesis credit or are administratively withdrawn. Students are strongly encouraged to request a W, should they not finish or wish to continue at any point in the process.
· In order to graduate from the MFT Program students who have withdrawn from the thesis option will be required to submit a research proposal to a peer reviewed conference or journal to fulfill the research requirement of the program that all students participate in a peer reviewed research project.
Course Policies
Students who meet the required tasks for each semester will receive an IP.
Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty (i.e., plagiarism, receiving help on exams, etc.) will not be tolerated.  This action will result in loss of credit for the assignment in question or failure of the course. If the student has questions regarding academic dishonesty, it is vital to ask.

Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please feel free to contact me. The ACU Student Disability Services Office (a part of Alpha Academic Services) facilitates disability accommodations in cooperation with instructors. In order to receive accommodations, you must be registered with Disability Services, and you must complete a specific request for each class in which you need accommodations. Call extension 2667 for an appointment with the Director of Disability Services.

Grading

Students who are successfully making progress toward the completion of their thesis will receive an IP grade for hours taken prior to the successful defense of the thesis.  In accordance with the ACU Thesis Guide policies, students may withdraw from thesis by contacting their chair and requesting to withdraw. Students may also be administratively withdrawn from BMFT 699 if they are not making sufficient progress toward completion of the thesis. An administrative withdrawal will only be done after a meeting between the student, the student’s committee, and department chair. 
