Graduate Council Meeting Minutes April 12, 2016
11:30 - 1:00
Attendance: Lauren Lemley, Bob McKelvain, Donnie Snider, Nikki Favors, Bruce Scott, Andrew Huddleston, Dale Bertram, Karen Maxwell, Hope Martin, Denise Barnett, Bradon Owens, Karen Witemeyer, Tim Sensing, Joe Cardot, Cherisse Flanagan, Tom Milholland, Jonathan Camp, Greg Brooks
Information Only:
· Graduate Council Members 16-17 
· Reviewed lists with members.
· BIBM 679 MDiv Degree Change: reducing to 12 hr. process rather than 15 hr. See attached approval chart for details. Susan asked if 679 is being closed and Dr. Sensing said they are not sure what they want to do. 
· BIBM 678  New Course App: Adding as a zero credit course. Senior portfolio preparation.
Action Items:
· Approval of Graduate Council Meeting Minutes 03.08.16
· Motion: Joe Cardot
· 2nd: Karen Maxwell
· Favor: All
· PSYC 631 – Close
PSYC 631 needs to come off because the class hasn’t made for some time now.
· Motion: John Neill
· 2nd: Denise Barnett
· Favor: All
· PSYC 646 - Title and Course Description Change: Child and Adolescent Development title to change to Lifespan Development.  Added 2 chapters to curriculum.  It was mentioned that it may count on some transcripts where it wouldn’t have counted as Child and Adolescent Development. 
· Motion – Hope Martin
· 2nd – Joe Cardot
· Favor: All
· OCCT 711 - New Course Application: 1 hr. course designed before they go out in field to work on Ethics. 
· Motion: Joe Cardot
· 2nd: Jon Camp
· Favor: All
· COMM 601 - New Course Application: Lauren described the course, 1 week, learning basics of theory, shared syllabus, and required texts, etc. 5 students committed to May.  Eventually, we would ideally have people outside of ACU coming through this program.  Dr. Snider mentioned this program is ideal for Dyess Airforce Base personnel and Dr. Lemley agreed. 
· Motion: Hope Martin
· 2nd: Denise Barnett
· Favor: All
· BMFT 699 - Thesis Track 
· Adding an optional thesis track.  Have been successful sending students on to PhD.  This will be a 66 hr. track.  Proposal written will help determine who moves on. This class is 3 hrs in Fall and 3 hrs. in Spring. Dr. McKelvain asked how it is different.  The only difference is they can decide if they want to write a thesis or not. Dr. McKelvain stated it should be consider an option and not a track.  It also differentiates from Dallas. Susan stated a prerequisite would be approval from faculty.  Another difference is if writing a thesis, they are not required to present at a conference. Dr. Snider asked what happens if they don’t finish in time? Gregg stated it would primarily be an advising issue along the way. It would eventually be an F on their transcript.  Karen stated there needs to be a written firm due date.  Conversation ensued in regards to finishing thesis and not finishing it. This is a policy that needs to be cleaned up in the future. Donnie suggested changing this to a Thesis Option.  Approve change to graduate degree program.  Susan said she would caution approving without a course.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to table: Jon Camp 
· 2nd: Joe Cardot
· Favor: All
Note: There will be a May Graduate Council Meeting: new app for Masters in Nutrition from Sheila Jones; Dietetic internship is coming back to us from Dallas.  May 5th is fine with the majority of members. 11:30 DMin will have an information only item. 

