
ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 

   

M E M O R A N D U M 
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TO: Dr. Sheila Jones 

FROM: Mark McCallon, Associate Dean for Library Services 

RE: New Program Proposal – M.S. in Community Nutrition Combined with 
Dietetics Internship  

The library has examined the course proposal and has serious concerns regarding 
resources needed to support the proposed program.  The stated goal of the program is to 
prepare graduates to utilize nutrition-related knowledge to improve the quality of health 
and well-being among individuals with limited resources.  The library must play a key 
role in the education of the students in the program as we prepare the students to be 
informed practitioners who are able to extend their investigations into issues related to 
their community, become more self-directed in their critical thinking, and be able to take 
greater control of their own learning after they graduate from the program.  

In order for the library to adequately support the proposed program, more current and 
relevant resources are needed.  The library’s budget does not receive any additional 
annual dollars to support the inflationary increases for our current resources, nor ongoing 
funding for new resources that are required for new programs such as the M.S. in 
Community Nutrition.  The library is asking for an annual percentage-based budget line 
that will be underwritten by CEHS and the M.S. Community Nutrition program to 
support the ongoing support of library databases and periodicals and new monograph 
acquisitions to support the program.  The Provost Budget Officer can be made aware of 
this budget line and facilitate the transfer at the beginning of each year.  Since this is 
primarily an online master’s program, the library can provide a report to the program 
director showing off-campus usage of the library’s databases by the students in the 
program to determine the relevancy of the resources and be able to reallocate funding as 
needed to best serve the needs of the students.   

As the library has analyzed existing holdings and database resources, both at ACU 
and other institutions, for supporting the online M.S. in Community Nutrition, we have 
identified several significant gaps and deficiencies that need to be addressed by additional 
purchases.  The library proposes that the additional dollars be used to purchase the 
following new acquisitions and inflationary dollar support for specific existing resources 
that the library needs to maintain.  With an agreement in place to purchase these 
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additional resources or comparable resources in FY17, and ongoing financial support at 
this level and budgeting for inflation, the library will be able to support the new program : 

 

New Database Acquisitions ($2,586.00): 

EBSCO Nutrition Reference Center ($1,536/yr.) - User-friendly interface (available 
for mobile devices also) where users can access unique content on everything from 
condition-specific diets to dietetics skills and practices written by a world-class team of 
nutritionists and dietitians. The database includes customizable patient education print-
outs to share with patients and caregivers, the ability to share best practices in 
department-specific folders and easy access to high-quality CEUs. 

Evidence Analysis Library (6-10 simultaneous users at $175 per user.  Would 
suggest six seats to start at a cost of  $1,050 per year) – Published by the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics, the library contains a synthesis of the best and most relevant 
nutritional research on important dietetic practice questions and issues.  Over 40 
Evidence Analysis Projects are either published or under development.  More information 
can be found at the end of this memo. 

 

New Journal Acquisitions ($2,394) 

Nutrition Science Collection ($1,800/yr.) – Includes the journals Advances in 
Nutrition, American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, and Journal of Nutrition, all highly 
cited journals with extensive backfiles back to 1928. 

Annual Review of Nutrition ($242.00) – Highly cited journal.  Library does not own 
2006-current 

Journal of Hunger and Environmental Nutrition ($352.00) – Highly cited journal 
and frequently requested on interlibrary loan 

 

E-Book Acquisitions ($5,000) 

Currently the library has access to nutrition and dietetics related e-books through our 
EBSCO Academic Collection and our legacy Texshare E-Books collection with books 
going from 1997-2007.  The e-books in the collection are not targeted to any particular 
area of nutrition or dietetics and many are not strong scholarly publications.  There are 
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250 e-books currently available through these collections.  The library needs to be able to 
make targeted purchases of new electronic monographs in the areas of community 
nutrition and dietetics.  There have been over 560 e-books published since 2012 in the 
areas of nutrition and dietetics and over half of the books cost more than $100 each.  
Currently, the library’s acquisitions budget for the Department of Kinesiology and 
Nutrition is less than $1,000.  It is important that the master’s program underwrite the 
library’s additional purchases for nutrition and dietetic e-books so that the rest of the 
department’s allotted budget can remain intact.   E-Books to be considered for purchase 
include: 

CRC Handbook of Nutrition and Food ($441.00) 

Multicultural  Handbook of Food, Nutrition, and Dietetics ($133.00) 

 



Access the Most Current Evidence-Based Information on Nutrition Best Practices

Dietitians and nutritionists have struggled in the past to find evidence-based, accurate and actionable 

information on best practices. Now, with Nutrition Reference Center, the premier point-of-care tool designed 

specifically for dietitians and nutritionists, users can access trusted resources for education, practice and 

research to provide their patients with the highest level of care possible.

Meeting the Diverse Needs of Nutritionists and Dietitians

Nutrition Reference Center offers a streamlined user-friendly interface where users can access unique content on 

everything from condition-specific diets to dietetics skills and practices written by a world-class team of 

nutritionists and dietitians.

Notable features include customizable patient education print-outs to share with patients and caregivers, the 

ability to share best practices in department-specific folders and easy access to high-quality CEUs. 

Nutrition Reference Center provides seamless integration with organizations' electronic medical record (EMR) 

systems or intranets to ensure easy access at the point of care.

Information Users Can Trust

All Nutrition Reference Center authors adhere to a strict evidence-based methodology and protocol focused on 

systematic identification, evaluation and consolidation of practice-changing clinical information. Our goal is to 

support nutritionists and dieticians in their decision-making process by providing objective and unbiased 

information so they can make the best decisions for their patients and clients.
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Mobile Access

Nutritionists and Dietitians are often on the go. Now with the Nutrition Reference Center

mobile app nutritionists and dietitians can get instant access, both on and offline, to 

information they need. The Nutrition Reference Center app provides user with the same 

rich content found in Nutrition Reference Center with the flexibility of accessing it 

anywhere they go.

Available for both Apple and Android devices, the Nutrition Reference Center Mobil app 

allows users to:

Bookmark favorite topics and searches

View recent search history

Save notes on favorite topics

Print and email content directly from their device

Search within results

Access patient education materials

Content Includes:

Condition-specific diet topics

Food-specific topics

Nutrition skills checklists

Cultural competencies 

Over 30 CEU modules 
accredited by the Commission 
on Dietetic Registration 

Key reference books

Nearly 600 relevant patient 
education topics

Breaking news

Relevant clinical updates

Additional services available:

EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS) takes medical research to the next level through a perfect combination of 

content and technology, taking into account all of the critical elements in the research process.  EDS is the 

ideal platform for researchers and users of any level.

Through a single search box, EDS provides fast, streamlined access to all of the institution's content, but within 

the context of a greater experience that pulls together intuitive features and functionality, high-end and 

instant access to critical full text.  Learn more about EDS for Medical Research.
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Free Trial Available
Email: information@ebsco.com
Web: www.ebscohost.com

Address:
EBSCO
10 Estes Street
Ipswich, MA 01938 USA

Contact:
(800) 653-2726
(978) 356-6500 
information@ebsco.com

Support & Training:
(800) 758-5995
support.ebsco.com

Jobs at EBSCO
careers.ebscohost.com
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Order a Group Subscription 
to the Evidence Analysis 
Library® 

 
 

 
The  Evidence  Analysis  Library®  (EAL®)  is  a  synthesis  of  the  best,  most  relevant  nutritional 

research  on  important  dietetic  practice  questions  housed within  an  accessible,  online,  user‐friendly 
website. An objective and transparent methodology is used to assess food and nutrition‐related science. 
The EAL is a series of systematic reviews developed by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics based on 
a predefined approach and criteria. Meticulous methods and electronic tools are used to document each 
step to ensure objectivity, transparency and reproducibility of the process. Expert workgroup members 
evaluate,  synthesize,  and  grade  the  strength  of  the  evidence  to  support  conclusions  that  answer  a 
precise series of questions. 

Over  40  Evidence  Analysis  Projects  are  either  published  or  under  development.  Each  project 
includes  graded  conclusion  statements  for  questions  formulated  by  a  group  of  experts  on  the  topic.  
Supporting  documentation,  including  bibliographies,  search  plans,  research  article  abstracted  into 
formatted templates and quality criteria checklists, are published. Each graded conclusion statement has 
a  corresponding  evidence  summary  reviewing  all  literature  selected  in  creating  the  conclusion 
statement. As of  January 2016, 18  Evidence‐Based Nutrition Practice Guideline have been published.  
They  include  major  recommendations  with  corresponding  rating  of  evidence  strength  and  clinical 
algorithms showing the flow of treatment for a specific disease or condition. 
 
Benefits of Group / Multi‐User Subscriptions 
 

 Full access to the EAL  

 Unique URL will be provided which can be posted on your intranet or website without users 
having to log into the site. 

 Monthly usage reports 

 Discounted pricing based on number of simultaneous users. 
 
 
 
For more  information or a  free demonstration of  the EAL® via webinar, please contact Toni Acosta by 
email:  aacosta@eatright.org  




