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This class has been taught three times in the past; it is currently being offered in Fall 2022.

Indicate the requested change.

g S |
S EE
Change to a Course PIFIEIRIE|IEQE | &
& |8y | = 0 AlGlz e
g |~ |B

£ &
L. | Title (description unchanged) AlA|JA|F|=-JE |11
2. | Description (not affecting content) AJAJA|TI{-tTI[T]1
3. | Course term(s) AlT[ApTI | =-|T |11
4. | Content (change of course outcomes) ATA[ATT|-JT|A]TI
3. [ Number of hours (lecture, lab, contact) AlA|AJAI-JA|A]I
6. | Course number within the hundred AlTAlT B |- |T1|1I
7. | Course number beyond the hundred AlA|AJAT-—|A AT
8. | Prerequisites AlAlAa|E | -1 |1]|1I
9. [ Course fee(s) Al-JAl=ft=tl=]A]|TI
10. | FomUto G or Gto U A|lA|JAJAL Al A]|TI
1. | Cross-list comrse ATA|JATA|l - TAJA|TI
12. | Department of record AlAlATAI-|JAlAlTI
13. | Close a course AlA|JAAT-|AlA]T
14}l New course (includes combining or splitting courses) AlA|A|JAl-A|A|T




A=Approve  I=Information Item R =Respondin Writing

o B
o =l o I
Change to the University Requirements % g o g 8 ] E é‘d gj é E
(All Campuses) % UE g &a g @ g | = E 'g
=Y A -
1. University Requirements — Change course outcomes of A A A - Al = A - A -
an included course?
2 University Requirements — Add or drop a required Al A | A = A - A | A | A -
course from the University Requirements?
3. University Requirements — Add or drop a course from a Al - - t=f1Al-|A|[-|A -
menu within the University Requirements?
4, University Requirements — Change hours within a Al A | A=A - |A|lA]A -
menu in the University Requirements?
Change to Catalog Information
(for Campus)
; General Requirements for Bachelor’s Degrees and - = -l -1 -1A | A|A]|A -
) Associate’s Degrecs
2. Policies governing academic probation and suspension - — - = ~ A | A A]|A -
3. Requirements for graduating with honors — - -~ — — A A A A —
Change to a Degree Plan
Proposed by Faculty or College
5 Educational Program — Revise? AlA ]l A]JAl - A A -| AT -
6. Educational Program — Adopt/change admission AlTA I AIA]l -TA]lA|l-]|A -
requirements
7. Educational Program — Add* AlA[A A -FTA]JAL[AL]lA I
8. Educational Program — Discontinue A A | A Al -TA]JATA]JAIL|I
9. | GPA — Revise program-required GPAs AlA]lAlA]l -—TAA-]TA]-
10. | Minor — Revise Al A A Il - I I = I —
11. | Minor— Add A A |AJAT=-TA|A]|-|1A]| -
12. | Minor — Discontinue AlA|AJAl -—tAalA] -]aA -
13. | Degree — Add Al A | AJAl - TA|AJALA I
14. | Degree — Discontinue A A A | A - A A A A I
Change to a Degree Plan
Proposed By Provost
15. | Educational Program — Discontinue R — RIA| —-—]TA|AA]|[A I
16. | Minor — Discontinue R | - RIA| - [A|[A ]| - | A |-
17. | Degree — Discontinue R — R | A - A A | A A I

! When an academic unit does not have a council, the UGEC and/or UUAC will serve as its academic council, depending on the nature of the issue.

2 Courses that satisfy ACU’s University Requirements will normally have lower-level numbering, be free of prerequisites and co-requisites, appeal to
more than one or two majors, and “rot narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, and procedures specific to a particular occupation or profession”
(SACS 2.7.3). Departments may request exceptions to the first three criteria.

* For undergraduate majors, a minirmum of 30 hours is required. These programs must have a minimum of § elective hours, unless the requirements of
external accrediting bodies make it impossible.

Revised 8-29-22



ﬂ @L‘Q Department/School Chair(s) m

et 12,22

Signature

Approval date

Signature

Approval date

llege Academic Council(s)
(O iz fopieer *?/34‘; 1~ 7-2022.

Signature

1

Approval date

Signature /

Approval date

i

/% Dean(s) -
’54 if—12 — A

A

!gnature Approval date

Signatuire Approval date
Teacher Education Council

Chair's signature Approval date

University General Education Council

Chair's signature

Approval date

Abilene Undergraduate Academic Council

Chair’s signature Approval date
Graduate Council

Chair's signature Approval date
Provost

Signature Approval date
Faculty

Chair of Faculty Senate Approval date

President
Signature Approval date




Application for a New Course v10.7

Discard instructional pages A-C before submitting application

Course ID (Subject and Number)

BIBD 631

Systems and Catalog Information complete each item.

1 Course Developer Kelli Gibson
2 Course Instructor Kelli Gibson
3 Course Title Historical Theology
4 Course Abbreviation for Banner n/a
if title is more than 30 characters
5 College College of Biblical Studies
6 Department or School Graduate School of Theology
7 Number of Credit Hours 3
8a. Number of contact hours — lecture 45
8b. Number of contact hours — lab/activity | 0
9 Is the course for a fixed or variable fixed
number of credit hours?
10 Explanation for variable credit n/a
11 Is the course repeatable for additional | no
credit?
12 Maximum total number of credit hours | 3
a student can earn for this course
13 What type of course is this? __Traditional lecture
{Select one option. Please see __Traditional lab
Schedule Type definitions on Page C.} | _ Traditional lecture/lab
_ Experiential Learning
X_Seminar
__Studio
_Thesis
_ Dissertation
14 Number of faculty workload hours 3
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15 Grade Mode X% _Standard
__Credit/No Credit (undergrad only)
16 Maximum Enrollment 15
17 Catalog Description This course traces the development of one or
(50 words or less) more theological topics over time by investigating
historical contexts, the theological perspectives
that emerge from them, and their lasting
influences on the Christian tradition.
18 List any prerequisites (course/s, test none
scores, class standing, major, etc.)
19 List any corequisites (these must be none
taken at the same time; note that a
single requirement cannot be both a
prerequisite and a corequisite)
20 if the course is cross-listed, specify Not cross-listed
the Course ID(s)
21 Does this course require any X No
additional student course fees? _Yes
if yes, attach a completed “Request to Add or Change
Course Fees” form. Describe in section [V-8.
22a Will the course be offered in fall __No
terms? X Yes
if yes: all, even, or odd years? Even
22b | Will the course be offered in spring _xNo
terms? _VYes
If yes: all, even, or odd years?
22¢ Will the course be offered in summer | x No
terms? _Yes
If yes: all, even, or odd years?
23 First semester this course will be Fall 2024
offered under new Course ID. May not
be earfier than the coming fall
semester.
24 Is this course required for a degree/s? | x No
_Yes

If yes, attach a revised degree plan(s) reflecting the
placement of the new course.
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25 Should the addition of this course be X No
retroactively applied to the degree _Yes
plan it supports? If yes, provide rationale;
This is rare, and rationale should
explain compelling extenuating
circumstances.
26 Has this course been offered as a __No
Special Topics course? X Yes
New courses are not required to be If yes, provide course ID, term, and enrollment:
faught as Special Topics courses prior | BIBD 640.01, Fall 20186, 6 students
fo approval. BIBD 640.01, Fall 2018, 7 students
BIBD 640.W1 Fall 2020, 8 students
BIBD 640.01, Fall 2022, 2 students (and 2 auditors)
27 List any courses in which the content

overlaps the proposed course.
{Course ID and Name)

Attach a statement from the
instructor/dept chair of the existing
course justifying the new offering in
Section IV-D.

.

Curriculum
Explain effect on degree plans. If the addition of the course alters degree requirements, submit a
separate Approval Chart for Curriculum Change to update the degree plan.

This course will be offered as a BIBD elective, and as an elective it could be applied to most GST
degrees, but especially the MDiv and academic MAs in history or theology. It does not change
any degree requirements.

Justify the addition of this course to the current currictlum, explaining the gap it meets.

The Graduate School of Theology has taught courses in either history or systematic theology for
many vears. Historical theology brings these two disciplines together to explore the effect of
historical contexts on the development of Christian theology over the ages. Systematic theology
focuses most concern on the coherence of Christian doctrines as such rather than how they
developed over time. History may touch on development over time, but a survey course will be
more focused on major events and figures. This course integrates history and theology in a way
that is beyond the scope of most other courses in the catalog.

Course Design

Audience and Course Goal
1. The intended audience is graduate students in the Graduate School of Theclogy who are
pursuing a minisiry degree or an academic MA. There are no formal prerequisite graduate
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courses; students will be expected to have reading comprehension and writing skills
appropriate for the graduate level.

2. State the overarching course goal(s) in performance terms.
At the end of the course students will be able to:

1. Analyze and evaluate theological claims, formulations, and expressions related to the
theological topic in ferms of their biblical, historical, and philosophical dimensions.

2. Gather relevant information, construct coherent arguments, and convey those
arguments clearly in oral and written form.

3. Examine diverse approaches to the topic by key Christian thinkers and leaders of the
given period and analyze the strengths, weaknesses, and lasting contributions of
each.

4. Interpret the role of historical and cultural contexts in the formation of Christian
theological perspectives and understand how those historical developments continue
to shape the church today.

5. Analyze contemporary theological proposals critically in light of historical knowledge
and apply that knowledge wisely in contemporary ministerial practice.

B. Student Learning Outcomes and Measurements

Student Learning Outcome Measurement

1 Graduates will have knowledge of the Class participation, weekly reflection posts, short
major theological content, structures, essay, book review, Pathways assignment/ierm paper
and procedures of the Christian
{radition.

(GST Prog. 2)

2 Graduates will have facility in critical Weekly reflection posts, short essay, book review,
thinking, analysis, and in oral and written | Pathways assignment/term paper
communication. (GST Prog. 5)

3 Graduates will have critical facility with Class participation, weekly reflection posts, short

the most important primary sources and | essay, book review, Pathways assignment/term paper
issues of scholarly discussion in biblical
studies, theology, or church history.

(GST MA 1)
4 Graduates will have the ability o Class participation, weekly reflection posts, Pathways
integrate theology in contemporary assignment/term paper
cultural contexts.
(GST MDIV 1)
5 Awareness of the historical and Weekly reflection posts, short essay, book review,

contemporary beliefs and practices of Pathways assignment/term paper
the worldwide church.
(GST MDIV 2)

3. Text and Resources
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The book list would depend on the specific theological topic(s) examined. A required book list and
selected outside readings for the historical development of trinitarian doctrine follows. Appropriate
excerpts are selected from the primary sources.

Title Author Publisher Date
*Retrieving Nicaea: The Khaled Anatolios Baker Academic | 2011
Development and Meaning of
Trinitarian Doctrine
*The Way to Nicaea John Behr St. Vladimir's 2001
Seminary Press
*The Suffering of the Impassible | Paul Gavrilyuk Oxford University | 2004
God: The Dialectics of Patristic Press
Thought
*God of All Comfort: A Trinitarian | Scott Harrower Lexham Press 2019
Response to the Horrors of This
World
Nicaea and Its Legacy: An Lewis Ayras Oxford University | 2006
Approach to Fourth-Century Press
Trinitarian Theology (optional)
**Athanasius (selected works in | Athanasius of Alexandria; Routledge, 2004
English translation) Khaled Anatolios (ed. and
frans.)
**On the Incarnation Athanasius; John Behr (trans.} | St. Vladimir's 2012
Seminary Press
**The Trinity Augustine; Edmund Hill, OP New City Press 2012
(trans.)
“*On the Apostolic Preaching Irenaeus of Lyons; John Behr | St. Viadimir's 1997
(trans.) Seminary Press
**Against Heresies Irenaeus of Lyons; in Ante- Christian 1885
Nicene Fathers vol. 1 {ed. Literature
Alexander Roberts, et. al.) Publishing Co.
**Dialogue with Trypho Justin Mariyr; in Ante-Nicene | Christian 1885
Fathers vol. 1 (ed. Alexander | Literature
Roberts, et. al.) Publishing Co.
**On First Principles Origen; in Ante-Nicene Christian 1885
Fathers vol. 4 (ed. Alexander | Literature
Roberts, et. al.) Publishing Co.
**On the Holy Spirit Basil of Caesarea; Stephen St. Vladimir's 2011
Hildebrand (trans.) Seminary Press
**On God and Christ: The Five Gregory of Nazianzus; St. Vladimir's 2002
Theological Orations and Two Frederick Williams and Lionel | Seminary Press
Letters to Cledonius Wickham (trans.)
“*Against Eunomius Gregory of Nyssa; in Nicene Christian 1893
and Post-Nicene Fathers (ed. | Literature
Philip Schaff) Publishing Co.
**Ad Ablabium Gregory of Nyssa; in Nicene Christian 1893
and Post-Nicene Fathers (ed. | Literature
Philip Schaff) Publishing Co.
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*Required textbooks.
**These primary sources are also available free online in English translation. Students are assigned to
read illustrative excerpis from these texts.

IV. Supporting Documentation

Required of all applications

1 Approval Chart for Curriculum Changes

2 Syllabus — Attach the syllabus for the course based upon the anticipated first-
semester offering.

3 Instructional Design — The syllabus must be reviewed by the Adams Center. Attach

a copy of the Adams Center |etter.

4 Library — Submit new course application and syllabus to the Library dean’s office.
Attach the Library's memo.

Attach if applicable

5 Content Overtap — Include one document for each course you listed in Section 1-27.
Attach statement from instructor/dept chair of existing course justifying the new
offering.

6 Deparimental Resources — List the resources that support the course and are

available only through the department, if applicable. Attach the list of the holdings and
the location/s.

7 Resources — List resources {other than library or departmental resources) that are
needed to support this course (computers, lab equipment, other technology, etc.).
Attach a complete list of all items and indicate possible sources or estimated cost of
each. List the sources of any nesded funds.

8 Expenses — List additional expenses needed to implement this course (full-time or
part-time faculty, graduate or lab assistants, student employees, travel, special student
costs, room renovation, storage facility, etc.). Attach a complete list of all items, the
estimated cost of each and the source of the funds.

9 Justification — Attach any documents to which you refer in Section 1I-B.
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Abilene Christian University
BIBD 631 Historical Theology

3 credit hours
Fall 2022
T 3:00-5:50 pm | BSB 126

Dr. Kelli Bryant Gibson
Assistant professor

Office: BSB 317
Office phone: 325-674-370%

E-mail: kel]i.gibson@,acu.cdu

Office Hours: TBD

The mission of Abilene Christian University is to educate students for Christian service and
leadership throughout the world.

The mission of the College of Biblical Studies is to fulfill ACU’s mission to educate students for
Christian service and leadership throughout the world by providing leadership preparation and
resources for effective worldwide ministry in the cause of Christ.

The Graduate School of Theology aims to equip men and women for effective missional
leadership for ministry in all its forms, and to provide strong academic foundations for theological
inquiry. By equipping students with the requisite skills, knowledge, and experience, the GST aspires
to produce graduates with trained minds and transformed hearts.

Course Description

This course traces the development of one or more theological topics over time by investigating
historical contexts, the theological perspectives that emerge from them, and their lasting influences
on the Christian tradition. This seminar focuses on the development of the doctrine of the Trinity
during the first four centuries of the Christian era and brings this history into convetsation with
modern trends in Trinitarian theology.

Class Format

This course is structured as a seminar in which students come prepated to engage in an informed
conversation about the topic for the day with the professor and one another. Assigned readings
should be read in their entirety prior to class. A vatiety of activities may be expected: btief lectures
clarifying the finer points of the day’s topic, discussions based on student observations and
questions, debates and/or position papers, and exploratory applications for contemporary ministry
setfings.



Required Texts

Anatolios, Khaled. Resrieving Nicaca: The Development and Meaning of Trinitarian Doctrine. Baker

Academic, 2011.

Behr, John. The Way to Nicaea. Formation of Christian Theology Vol. 1. Yonkers, NY: 8t. Vladimit’s

Seminary Press, 2001.

Gavrilyak, Paul L. The Suffering of the Impassible God: 'T'he Dialectics of Patristic Thought. Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2004,

Harrower, Scott. God of All Comsfort: A Trinitarian Response to the Horrors of This World. Bellingham, WA:

Lexham Press, 2019,

Additional required readings will be provided via Canvas.

Recommended Reading

Anatolios, Khaled (trans.). Ashanasius. Routledge, 2004. (Includes new translations of De Decretis and

selections from Orations against the Arians)

St. Athanasius. On the Incarnation. Translated by John Behr. Popular Patristics Seties. St. Vladimir’s

Seminary Press, 2012.

St. Augustine. The Trinity (De Trinitate). Translated by Edmund Hill OP. 2™ Edition. New City Press

2012.

Ayres, Lewis. Nicaca and Its Legacy: An Approach to Fourth-Century Trinitarian Theology. Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2006.

Course Objectives

GST Student Learning
Qutcome

Course Competencies

Evaluation

Graduates will have knowledge
of the major theological
content, structutes, and
procedures of the Christian
tradition,

{Prog. 2)

To analyze and evaluate
theological claims,
formulations, and expressions
used in the theological
controversies of the 1s-4th
centuries in terms of their
biblical, historical, and
philosophical dimensions.

Weekly essays, weekly
discussions, Exegesis and
Christology essay, critical book
review

Graduates will have facility in
critical thinking, analysis, and in
oral and written
communication. {Prog. 5)

To gather relevant informaton,
to construct cohetent
arguments, and to convey those
agguments clearly in otal and
written form.

Weekly essays, Exegesis and
Chtistology essay, critical book
review

Graduates will have critical
facility with the most important
primaty sources and issues of
scholarly discussion in biblical
studies, theology, or church
history.

(MA 1)

To examine diverse approaches
to the doctrine of God by key
Chrisdan thinkers and leaders
of the 1st-4th centuries and to
analyze the strengths,
weaknesses, and lasting
coniributions of each.

Weekly essays, weekly
discussions, Exegesis and
Christology essay, critical book
review

Graduates will have the ability
to integrate theology in
contemporary cultural contexes.

(MDIV 1)

To interpret critically the role
of historical and cultural
contexts in the formaton of
Christian theological
perspectives and to understand

Weckly essays, weekly
discussions, Exegesis and
Christology essay, critical book
review, Trinitarian Theology in
Practice project




how those historical

developments continue to

shape the church today.
Awareness of the historical and | To analyze critically Wecekly essays, weekly
contemporary beliefs and contemporaty theological discussions, Exegesis and
practices of the worldwide proposals in light of historical Christology essay, critical book
church. knowledge and to apply that review, Trinitarian Theology in
MDIV 2) knowledge in ministerial Practice project

practice.

Grading Scale:

92-100 = A Excellent
83-91 =B Good

74-82 =C  Decent

65-73 =D  Unsatisfactory
0-64 =T Fail

Course Policies

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class meetings. If you expect to miss a class period,
please inform the professor in advance. Legitimate excuses for an absence include personal illness,
family emergencies, a death in the family, or other reasons according to the discretion of the
professor. More than one unexcused absence will result in the drop of a letier grade. Three nnexcused absences (20%
of the course) may result in the student being dropped from the course.

Tardy: Students are expected to arrive on time for every class petiod and be present in the toom at
the time that the class starts. Repeated tardies (3 or more) may be counted as an unexcused absence
and will atfect the student’s participation grade.

Late Work: Please submit all work on time. For each day that an assignment is late, there will be a
grade reduction of a letter grade. No assignments will be accepred later than fwo weefks afier the initial due dae,
unless special arrangements have been made with the professor.

Academic Integrity: Violations of academic integrity and other forms of cheating, as defined in
ACU’s Academic Integrity Policy, involve the intendon to deceive or mislead or misrepresent, and
therefore are a form of lying and represent actions contrary to the behavioral norms that flow from
the nature of God. Violations will be addressed as described in the Policy. While the university
enforces the Policy, the most powerful motive for integrity and truthfulness comes from ones’ desire
to imitate (God’s nature in our lives. Every member of the faculty, staff, and student body is
responsible for protecting the integrity of leatning, scholarship, and rescarch. The full Policy is
available for review at the Provost’s office web site (http://www.acu.edu/campusoffices/provost)
and the following offices: provost, college deans, dean of campus life, director of student judicial
affairs, director of residential life education and academic departments.



The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) protects individuals with disabilities from
discrimination. If a student requests accommodations under ADA, please notify the professor one
week prior to the course. If needs arise during the course, please notify the professot as soon as
possible. ‘The professor will work with the College of Biblical Studies to accommodate the student’s
needs.

Title IX & Sexual Misconduct

The professor will uphold the university’s Tite IX policy. At ACU, we strive to comply with all
applicable legal requirements prohibiting, preventing, and responding to sexual misconduct against
any member of the ACU community. Moreover, as a Christian community, ACU has committed
itself, unequivocally, to ensuring a working and learning environment in which the dignity of every
individual is respected. Our Title IX — Sexual Misconduct Policy outlines specific definitions and
procedures related to sexual harassment, sexual exploitation, sexual assault, stalking, and
relationship violence. If you experience sexual misconduct in any of these forms, we encourage
you to report it so that we can help maintain a work and academic environment free of unlawful

behavior. For more information, please see https://www.acu.edu/human-resources/title-ix-and-
sexual-misconduct-information/.

Course Materials: Course materials prepared by the instructor (including PowetPoint
presentations, study guides, and handouts), together with the content of all lectures and review
sessions presented by the instructor, are the property of the instructor. Video and audio recording of
lectures and review sessions without the consent of the instructor is prohibited. Unless explicit
permission is obtained from the instructor, recordings of lectures and review sessions may not be
modified and must not be transferred ot transmitted to any other person.

Subject to Change: The professor teserves the tight to alter the readings, assignments, and due
dates as needed during the semester. She will make every effort to communicate these changes to
students in advance and in written form.

Expectations and Assignments

Weekly Assignments (40%)
Preparation and Participation

Students are expected to attend every class, to read all assigned texts prior to class, and to come to
class ready to take an active part in discussion. Students who often come to class unprepared or late
will lose participation points. {15% of the final grade)

Weekly Reflection

Each student will compose 2 reflection of no fewer than 250 words on the readings and class
discussion for the week, due by 11:59 pm on Friday each week. Each student will offer 2 substantive
responsive to at least one of their peers’ reflections before the next class meeting,



These responses will be posted to a designated discussion board on Canvas. Each student must
complete 12 reflections over the course of the semester. Students are only required to respond to
others’ posts on the weeks that they contribute a reflection.

Acceptable content includes: reflection on a significant thing learned or new perspective engaged;
critical reflection on the theological implications of the topic(s) of the week; connecting the week’s
matetial with previously encountered material (whether in this class or another setting); connecting
the week’s topic or material to 2 specific contemporary ministry setting; etc.

Please limit your reflection to a single topic, developing that topic cleatly and succinctly. Resist
verbosity or jumping from topic to topic in order to reach the requited word count. The weekly
reflection will be graded on proper use of English grammar and syntax, approptiate length, clarity of
thought, depth of reflection, relevance to the week’s discussion, and thoughtful engagement with
another student’s post. (30% of the final grade)

Major Assignments (60%)
Exegesis and Christology Essay (15%0)

Students will write a 1,250- to 1,500-word paper analyzing the relationship between an ancient
author’s exegetical approach to scripture and the author’s Christology. (Christology is the branch of
theology concerning the study of Jesus Christ.) Select one of the following texts for analysis: Justin
Mattyt’s Dialogne with Trypho, Irenaeus’ Demonstration of the Apostolic Preaching, Irenacus’ Against Heresies,
ot Otigen’s First Prineiples. (You may use previously assigned readings as a starting place, but yout
analysis should also extend to other relevant patts of the text.) As you engage the ptimary source,
reflect on these questions:

o Biblical Excegesis:
o What key exegetical principles, explicit and implicit, govern this author’s approach to
scripture?
o0 Which biblical passages are most central to the authot’s Christology? How does the
author apply his exegetical principles to these key passages?
¢ Context: In what way does the historical or literary context influence the author’s exegetical
and theological choices?
®  Analysis: What are the strengths and weaknesses of the author’s exegesis and Christology?
o Influence and Application:
o What lasting contributions has this author/work made to Christian theology?
o What might the church today learn from this author/work?

Compose an essay arguing for a specific understanding of the relationship between the authot’s
exegetical approach and his Christology. Offer a concrete proposal for how the church today should
approach this ancient text considering its relative strengths and weaknesses.

NB: Please do not simply answer the guestions above in your essay. These guestions are just muleh for the garden;
the essay is the harvested fiuit.

Critical Book Review: The Suffering of the Impassible God (15%)

The doctrine of divine impassibility — the teaching that God cannot suffer — is perennially debated in
Christian theology. It is also a theological position that most patristic writers took for granted.



Modern Christians are often ambivalent, if not opposed, to a notion that seems to make God
distant, and this can inhibit fruitful engagement with the church fathets.

Paul Gavrilyuk’s The Suffering of the Impassible God narrates the formative period of Trinitarian and
Christological theology with careful attention to the function of divine impassibility in pattistic
sources. He aims thus to nudge modern theologians toward a more informed, less dismissive
engagement with the Fathers’ treatment of divine impassibility.

An excellent book review will critically engage the main arguments presented by the author, assess
the strengths and weaknesses of the book’s argument, and draw out reasonable implications of the
author's thesis for the modern students of historical theology. The review should be 1,250-2,000
words in length.

Pathways Assignment: Trinitarian Theology in Practice (30%)

In this summative assignment, the student will produce a theologically-grounded seties of teaching
materials or worship services. The project has two essential parts:

1. A robust articulation of the Trinitarian theology undergirding the project that draws
extensively and creatively from course material as well as additional research. This part
should be approximately 1,250 to 1,500 words in length (about 5-6 pages double-spaced).
Write a proper essay and use SBL citation style.

2. Artifacts, such as teaching notes, a sermon seties, orders of worship, or other materials, that
bear out in practice the theology articulated in part 1. Make explicit the connections between
the theology and artifacts by use of footnotes/endnotes or another form of commentary.
(Even if you think it is obvious, make the connections explicit) Be sure to indicate the
intended audience and demonstrate contextually-appropriate pastoral application.

Here are some artifact/project ideas, just to get your wheels turning (but please feel free to come up
with your own):

A worship or teaching series for the season of Advent/Christmas

A multipart catechesis for candidates for baptism

A sermon series on Trinitarian theology

Installments for prayer stations

Theological curriculum for families or small groups meeting in homes

A podcast or video series introducing key aspects of Trinitatian theology
The Pathways assignment is worth 30% of your grade. This breaks down into three parts:

1. One-on-one meeting with the professor to discuss your topic idea prior to Thanksgiving
Break. Submit a one-paragraph description of the project and a working bibliography 24
hours before the meeting. (5/100)

2. In-class presentation and discussion on the final day of class. (5/100)

Final submission of your Ttinitarian theology paper and your artifacts (parts 1 and 2 above).

(90/100)

Alternative Research Paper: Students who are only doing an academic MA may choose to write a
traditional research paper on a topic related to the development of Trinitarian theology in place of
the Pathways Assignment. The deadlines and grade weight remain the same.

S



Course Schedule

Unit

Week

Topic

Assigned Reading

Assignments

1: Early Trinitarian Theology

1

Beginnings of
T'rinitagian Theology

Behr, pp. 1-70

Weekly reflection 1

2

The Word of God

Behr, pp. 73-133

Justin Martyr, Dialogue with
Trypho 55-64

Irenaeus of Lyons, Demonstration
of the Apostolic Preaching 1-8, 43-
56

_, Apgainst Heresies 11.27-28.3,
I11.1-5, IV.20 & 26

Weekly reflection 2

The Son of the
Father

Behr, pp. 135-241
Origen, On First Principles
preface; 1.1-3; I11.4, 6-7

Weekly reflection 3

Exegesis &
Christology

Additional reading depends on the
anthor/ text you are writing about —
Je¢ the assignment instructions.

Weekly reflection 4
Exegesis &
Christology Essay

2: The Nicene Controversy & Key Figures

Theologies of the
Nicene Controversy

Anatolios, pp. 1-98

Weekly reflection 5

Athanasius

Anatolios, pp. 99-156
Athanasius, excerpts of Orations
against the Arians 11, chapters

16-22 (= paragraphs 18-82)
. De decretis (= On the Nicene
Council)

Weekly reflection 6

Basil of Caesarea &
Gregoty of
Nazianzus

Stephen Hildebrand, "Chapter 6:

Greek "Paideia’ and Scripture
Exegesis in Basil's Trinitarian
Theology"

Verna E. F. Harrison,
"Itlurninated from All Sides by
the Trinity: Neglected 'Themes
in Gregory's Trinitarian
Theology"

Basil of Caesarea, On the Holy
Spirit 9-12, 15-16, 19, 21-23

Gregory Nazianzen, Theological
Orations 29 & 31

Weekly reflection 7

No dass meeting

Use this week to reflect, review,
catch up on reading, and plan
your major project/papet.

Weekly reflection 8

Gregory of Nyssa

Anatolios, pp. 157-240

Weekly reflection 9




Gregory of Nyssa, Aganst
Eunomins pp. 62-69, 74-78, 86-
93

Course Wrap-Up

papers/wrap-up

, Ad Ablabium
10 Augustine Anatolios, pp. 241-292 Weekly reflection 10
Augustine of Hippo, On the
Trinity 4.19-21 & 15.1-7, 21-23
, Sertmons 52 & 117

& 11 Divine Imnpassibility | Gavrilyuk, pp. 1-175 Weekly reflection 11
o 3 e Ehyeh Critical Bool
B % Fathers ]
3 Review
o &
A E

- 12 God of All Comfort | Bruce Marshall, “Trinity” Weekly reflection 12

"8 Harrower, pp. 1-91
=
52 : =
a, E;‘ 13 Reading and writing break
ik No dl i Thanksgiving!
: ¥ o class meeting—Happy Thanksgiving!
ik
O g 14 God of All Comfort | Harrower, pp. 92-221 Weekly reflection 14
i

15 Final projects and N/a Weekly reflection 15

Pathways
Assignment
(Trinitarian
Theology in
Practice) or
Research Papers




Appendix: GST Classroom Virtues

The GST invites students to participate in a process of theological and spiritual formation. Knowing how to
think theologically comes by habit and by imitation, not simply by acquiring isolated facts. The assumption
here s that books alone are insufficient for addressing difficulties of life and forming people into the image
and likeness of God. Ultimately, we strive to form communities of inquity, inviting vou to inhabit a shared
world of learning. Within such an environment, the goal is to cultivate critical skills of reflection, spiritual
disciplines, interact authentically with one another, and learn to function as a community of inquiry. A large
part of this involves connecting areas of life rather than pitting them against one anothet. Prayer, study, and
other dimensions of life are all integral to the process of formation. Consequently, we invite you to
participate in a set of practices; nurtured within this context, you pursue “intellectual, moral, spititual
excellence” the result of which is the formation of the whole person.

a.

Desire for truth in the context of love—the aptitude to discern whether belief-forming processes,
practices, and people yield true beliefs over false ones. People motivated by this desire will be more
likely to conduct thorough inquiries, scrutinize evidence carefully, investigate numerous fields of study,
and consider alternative explanations while respecting and caring for others.

Humility—the capacity to recognize reliable sources of informed judgment while recognizing the limits
of our knowledge and the fallibility of our judgments. This is not created in isolation but takes into
account feedback and correction from other sources of informed judgment.

Honesty—the capacity to tackle difficult questions without seeking simple answers. Ignoting complex
and difficult questions only solidifies vices such as intellectual dishonesty, close-mindedness, and rash
judgments. These vices preclude the possibility of refining our thinking and of participating in
conversations with others.

Openness—the desire to engage in an open-ended search for knowledge of God, including receptivity
to different ideas, experiences, and people. Listening becomes a discipline that acknowledges the other
and respects diversity. ‘The art of being a student and a teacher is an ongoing process that necessitates
hospitality, patience, and love.

Courage—the ability to articulate one’s position while considering other perspectives. The aptitude to
express convictions involves risk yet fosters opportunities for meaningful dialog. Responding to
objections entails tenacity but should not be confused with close-mindedness.

Wisdom—the capacity to offer a synthetic discernment of knowledge on behalf of the community. The
aim is not merely the dissemination of information but a pastoral implementation of faith for the
building up of the community. It solidifies various pieces of data, practices, and expetiences and aptly
applies knowledge and faith to particular situations.

Stewardship—the commitment to one’s accountability to the gifts and responsibilities that one brings
to the classroom. Classroom engagement includes proactively participating in the course goals, seeking
mastery of course competencies, and collaborating with faculty and fellow students in the development
of 2 learning environment. Committing oneself to spititual and intellectual well-being and growth is a
faithful response to the opportunities graduate education affords.

Hopefulness—the receptivity to the future possibilities of God. The cultivation of thankfulness for outr
heritages and expectation for our future ministries engenders a guard against cynicism and a spirit of
perseverance during times of stress and disorientation.

Prayerfulness—the making of space to commune with God. The task of learning and teaching so that
we are formed into the image of Christ through the Spirit involves our consistent reliance on God’s
sanctifying work.




May 13, 2022

Dr. Kelli Gibson
BSB317
kelli.gibson@acu.edu
325-674-3709

Re: Review of BIBD631

Dear Dr. Gibson,

Thank you for submitting BIBD631: Hlstorical Theology to me for a review. |
have reviewed it based on the ACU Svllabus Guidelines. | found the syllabus to
meet all requirements except that you may need to add the intended audience for
the course. There are a few items marked as TBD. Please remember to add the
relevant information when it becomes available.

Please note that this letter is intended as a reference, which will be read by the
department chair and members of the council, who may also have questions or
comments of their own.

If you have any questions, please feel free to let me know. Please also let me
know if we can be of any help in the design and facilitation of this course.

ot 2

Director of Instructional Design
Adams Center for Teaching and Learning



ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY

MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 13, 2022

TO: Dr. Kelli Gibson
FROM: Mark McCallon, Associate Dean for Library Services
RE: Course Application for BIBD 631 — Historical Theology

After reviewing the course application and syllabus the library is able to support the
proposed course.  Please contact Craig Churchill (churchillc@acu.edu ), Theological
Libraran, if additional library resources are needed to support the proposed course. Thank
you for the opportunity to evaluate the syllabus and course proposal.




