
Lesson 4 - Psalm 8 - “The Sweet Hymn of Creation”
Laura Beall

Synopsis:

Psalm 8 is a psalm which incorporates aspects of animated praise for God’s glory as seen in creation alongside thoughtful contemplation of the place of humans with regard to that creation. The psalmist begins and ends with the declaration that God’s name is majestic throughout the earth, and within that context of adoration proceeds to elaborate on how the created order of the cosmos reflects and responds to that majesty.
Open:
I. Prayer requests and prayer.
II.  A dynamic reading of the psalm—read it with heart!
Psalm 8:
I. It All Begins With God (verses 1-2)
A.  God is majestic and glorious.
1.  God is the God of Israel—“our Lord”—but is also the God of all nations—“all the earth.”
2. The glory of God is great, ever-present, and inescapable.
a)  It is set “above the heavens,” too immense to be contained by this world, and extending even beyond our human experience in this world.
b)  It is so prevalent as to be noticed even by infants and children.
B.  God is to be praised.
1. The praise of the weakest of creatures (infants and children) is effective and authoritative enough to silence the enemies of God.
a)  God’s glory is recognizable enough that God does not need the creation to defend God with its praise. However, God’s glory is recognizable enough that we do praise!
b)  Eloquence is not demanded from us in our praise; even the wordless declarations of infants are appropriate and compelling.
c)  Praising God has a purpose and a powerful result—the foe and the avenger are silenced!
C.  Question: In what ways can we see the glory of God?
1.  Possible Answers: the magnitude and complexity of creation; the image and likeness of God in humans, especially Christ; God’s power to work miracles; God’s relationship with the world/Israel/Christians; the Holy Spirit alive within us; God’s glory fully revealed in heaven one day
D.  Question: In what ways can/do we praise God? What do/should we expect as a result?
II.  What is Man? (verses 3-8)
A.  The acknowledgement of the majesty of God and God’s creation found in verses 1-3 causes the psalmist to contemplate humanity’s role and relationship to God and the creation. 
B.  Humanity is part of God’s created order. (verses 3-5)
1.  Humanity is, in comparison to the rest of God’s creation and to Godself, small and insignificant, imperfect and sinful. 
a)  Seeing the majesty and vastness of the heavens, it is easy and appropriate to feel small, for the splendor of the creation is overwhelming and humbling. (verses 3-4)
(1)  The cosmos which God has so artistically and carefully laid out reflects the magnificence and power of its maker and can’t help but declare God’s praise. (verses 1-3)
(2)  As we all well know, humans often fall short of this cosmic standard.
b)  “What is man… the son of man?” (verse 4)
(1)  The Hebrew words used here for “man” are meant to emphasize humanity’s frailty, even when at its best. Humanity was formed out of the dust of the ground, and humans are extremely weak and finite in comparison with God.
c)  Humans are made “a little lower than the heavenly beings.” (verse 5)
(1)  It is not completely clear what these heavenly beings are; the psalmist may be referring to angels or to God. Whatever the case, the place of humanity is below these heavenly beings.
(2)  Humans are not the pinnacle of the universe, and we must humbly admit our position of dependence on and subservience to God.
2.  However, while acknowledging humanity’s finitude and imperfection, we must also remember that the God who created the entire perfect cosmos has chosen to bestow glory and honor on humanity specifically. (verse 5)
a)  Humans were created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1) and made only “a little lower than the heavenly beings.” (verse 5, emphasis added)
b)  Humanity has been given the opportunity for a relationship with God that is unique among all creation.
c)  This is not a license for pride, though, as glory and honor were given and not merited or earned. We are the recipients of grace, of undeserved favor.
3.  Question: How can we correctly balance humility and healthy pride regarding our position in the created order?
a)  Follow-up: Are there ways in which we as humans tend to be too hard on ourselves or too arrogant regarding that place in the cosmos as a whole?
4.  Question: In what ways has God bestowed grace and favor on humanity as a whole and on you as an individual?
C.  Humanity serves a particular role in God’s created order, being given the responsibility to rule over the works of God’s hands. (verses 6-8)
1.  This is another example of a way in which God has bestowed glory and honor on humans, trusting them to carry out well their role as rulers over creation.
2.  This mandate goes back to the creation of man in Genesis and is important in the context of humanity as the image of God. (read aloud: Genesis 1:26-31)
a)  The concept of humanity’s ruling over the earth was not an afterthought on God’s part but was mentioned even before Adam and Eve were formed.
b)  We have no right to this role which we play, however. God is the one who has placed everything under our feet.
c)  Remember, even though humans are called upon to rule over creation, it is still God’s creation, and we are answerable to God for the way in which we fulfill the command to rule responsibly.
d)  Humans were created in the image of God.
(1)  Question: What kinds of characteristics are shown in the way God rules over and cares for the creation?
(a)  Follow-up: How can we as humans reflect those same characteristics as we act on our responsibility to rule over creation?
3.  Responsible care for the creation with which we have been entrusted serves many purposes.
a)  It is an act of holiness and submission in reverence to God.
(1)  We are able to carry out the command of God to rule conscientiously.
b)  It is an opportunity to treasure and demonstrate the value of God’s creation.
(1)  We may show the world around us just exactly how “very good” the creation is, as stated in Genesis 1:31.
(2)  We may reasonably and faithfully preserve the goodness of that creation in order that future generations might see the glory of God in it.
c)  It works towards the reconciliation of all things and all people to God.
(1)  Christians are called to reflect the image of God and be a witness to Christ to all people, and one important way in which we may be a reflection of God and a witness for Christ to our surrounding culture is in our care of the environment. We must not ignore this opportunity!
III.  Ending Where We Began (verse 9)
A.  At the end of the day, God is ruler!
1.  Everything we are and everything we have been given is from God, and everything we do is for God’s glory.
2.  So, ultimately, however wonderful we humans might consider ourselves, God is in charge and must be recognized as ruler.
B.  At the end of the day, God is to be praised!
1.  All creation, from the greatest of constellations to the frailest of newborns, is a reflection of the majesty of God’s name and declares the praise of its maker.
2.  We too can join in the chorus of praise and adoration with our words and our lives!
Further Discussion:
Question: How can we better recognize, submit to, and declare the majesty of God?

Question: How have we humans historically interpreted and fulfilled our role as rulers over the earth?

Follow-up: How might we improve on this interpretation?

Question: What does it mean to be a good steward of God’s creation and of the role of ruler that God has given us?
Thoughts: This entails informed judgment and responsible use of the resources which we have. So while it doesn’t necessarily mean that we all become environmental activists who eat vegan and all organic, it does mean that each of us can examine our own actions and our own areas of influence. It means that we can reduce our excessive waste, work to reuse and recycle things instead of merely throwing them out, and be proactive in our care of the environment by planting trees and working to reduce our carbon emissions.

Interesting Video Resource: “The Story of Stuff” — http://www.storyofstuff.com/

Question: Has our study of this psalm brought anything new to mind in your understanding of humanity’s place and role within creation?
Question: How might our actions and attitudes be different if we lived with this psalm in mind each day?
Conclusion:
As we have seen in this Psalm, and as we will continue to see in our study of Psalm 19 next week, the glory of God, which is impossible to contain even within the bounds of this universe, is continually spoken by the heavens, the earth, and every creature which resides therein. All creation declares the majesty of God in its own unique way! The moon and the stars shine brightly in the heavens, reflecting the splendor of their creator. And even infants and children speak praise which is potent enough to silence the enemies of God. For us as humans and as Christians, declaring God’s majesty entails praising God not only with our words but also with our actions. We can do this by embracing our existence as beings created in the image of God and by fulfilling our call to rule responsibly on this earth as God’s likeness.

