
Thursday, February 11th
· Wes talks to the Contexts of Ministry class (of which Josh, Laura, and Ben are a part) about the Allelon House’s ministry in the Carver Addition
 

Thursday, February 18th
· Contexts of Ministry class visits Grace Fellowship Church as part of a class exercise
 

sometime between February 21st and 27th
· group of seven (Josh & Deb Kirby, Rosten Callarman, John Kaczmarek, Drew Bowen, Laura Beall, Ben Covington) discovers our common interest in a ministry similar to that of the Allelon House
 

Tuesday, March 2nd
· Josh, Ben, Laura, and Rosten have the first meeting with Kent Smith at the Hunter Welcome Center
· Kent mentions possible opportunities to explore in connection with Highland and Grace Fellowship
· said we urgently needed to talk to Brady Bryce, Joe Almonza, and Brad Carter
· within about 20 minutes, both Brady and Joe show up (by the providence of God!) and are excited about working with us
· the house that Grace Fellowship owns is likely too small to house all seven of us, so Joe suggests us living in the church, sparking the idea of a monastic community of sorts
 

Wednesday, March 3rd
· Ben and Laura visit Grace Fellowship’s evening worship service and get to meet church members
 

Friday, March 5th
· Josh, Deb, Laura, Ben, and Rosten go to Grace Fellowship to look at the building as possible living quarters and to pray for God’s direction
Tuesday, March 8th
· Emily Savage expresses interest in joining us
 

Monday, March 22nd
· lunch meeting with leaders of Grace Fellowship — Bruce, Steve, Brady, and Joe
· find out we can’t live in the church because of zoning and insurance regulations
 

Wednesday, March 24th
· Laura, Josh, and Ben do ethnography exercise for Contexts of Ministry class
· walk around the neighborhood surrounding Grace Fellowship
· discover St. Ann’s Hospital as part of the process of the ethnography exercise
· call James Griffith, owner of St. Ann’s to find out more about it
· begin to dream about possibilities for St. Ann’s
· Laura sees a girl she knows from church at Hope who lives in the neighborhood
· Camp of the Hills fire; group gathered to pray
 

Thursday, March 25th
·  Josh, Ben, and Laura have a conversation on doubts and living “realistically” but decide that it is possible to believe God-sized dreams; still wandering and wondering
· Josh and Laura talk to Stephen Johnson after Contexts of Ministry class
· Stephen is excited and wants more information
· discussed partnership with ACU for a covenant community living facility for grad students
· discussed payment possibilities: owner finance, donation of the property
· Rosten, John, and Josh visit St. Ann’s to see the property
· Rosten sees a former camper from Camp of the Hills who lives in the neighborhood
· group all gathers for the first time to pray together
· Brian Scott and Chai Green are also present
· we tell the story of discovering St. Ann’s and dream together about the possibilities
· we discern about whether or not to pursue this further
· prayers offered
· overwhelming feeling of peace among us about pursuing this further
· Laura is to call James Griffith on Friday to get more information
· decide we need to investigate starting a non-profit
 

Friday, March 26th
· Drew, Josh, and Rosten meet Kent for lunch at Los Arcos to tell him all about St. Ann’s
· Kent is excited and mentions Jesus Family Network, a non-profit in which he plays a key role
· they run into Stephen
· Laura calls James Griffith to indicate our group’s interest in setting up a time to see the inside of the property
· James is very excited about our interest and wants to show us the property right away, but we are not available until Sunday
· he sets an appointment time for 3:30 Sunday afternoon, the exact time we had decided would work best for us
· James also mentions a grant from the Abilene Preservation League that might be available if we are wanting to restore the property
· general elation ensues!
· Drew, Josh, and Rosten meet with Stephen again to recap their earlier meeting with Kent; Stephen confirms our direction
 

Saturday, March 27th
· Abilene Dinner Table discussions—Josh and Deb meet various people who confirm our direction by their enthusiasm
· Virginia Connally—first female doctor in Abilene who worked at St. Ann’s
· Linda—on the board of directors at Connecting Caring Communities
· the first time the story has been told to “outsiders,” and they are thrilled and want to support us in whatever ways they can
 

Sunday, March 28th
· group of seven (plus Chai, Kent, and Stephen) meets for prayer at the guys’ house at 2:45
· we all meet James Griffith at St. Ann’s at 3:30 to tour the inside of the building
· general impressions: The place is HUGE! It is run down, but no worse than we’d expected, and even better in some cases. There is so much potential! We are somewhat frustrated and annoyed with James, who seems to be changing the terms of the previously understood deal on us (though it might perhaps be an honest mistake), but we also see common ground between ourselves and him in that he emphasizes restoring old things rather than tearing them down.
· we go back to the guys’ house to discuss the experience
· we are somewhat overwhelmed by the magnitude of the project but are extremely excited and ready to go!
· talk about St. Ann’s being a place of dreams for the community
· pray together
· decide to keep pursuing the possibilities
· haunted house discussion ☺
· some of us have dinner together at Fazoli’s
 

Monday, March 29th
· Stephen asks Josh (and eventually Laura and the rest of the group) about using Josh, Laura, and Ben’s ethnography observations experience as a paradigm for the Contexts of Ministry class the next Thursday, taking them by St. Ann’s and allowing them to walk through the experience like we had
· Josh and Drew tell Russ Kirby (Josh’s brother), Ernesto, Byron Martin, and the Kendall-Balls about everything over lunch
· all of them are enthralled—general reaction of shock and awe
· Greg Kendall-Ball has contacts with someone from the neighborhood (Petty Hunter) who was given a house and who established the Abilene Black History Museum
· Byron thinks ResLife might be willing to donate some supplies
· some of us cook dinner together before our Greek study session
· brief meeting and prayer time to discuss having the Contexts class visit St. Ann’s; we make assignments on various things (St. Ann’s history, rule of life, etc.)
 

Tuesday, March 30th
· Josh, John, and Laura have a short discussion after Foundations of Missiology class about connecting with the neighborhood and doing so in a way that relinquishes power and enacts partnership
· Laura misses phone call from James Griffith and returns it; meeting scheduled at his office at 4:00
· Josh, John, Laura, and Rosten meet with Brady to tell him about St. Ann’s
· he cautions and reminds us to engage the community as partners (as opposed to workers or projects) and to prioritize people over place
· Josh, John, Laura, and Rosten meet with James at 4 pm
· receive further documents (survey, tax info) from James
· Josh shares the basics of our story and vision
· James seems to be re-evaluating himself in light of that storyget approval for Contexts class to visit
· set appointment for 3:00 Thursday for contractors to see the property
· Deb meets some random people (the Bealls) at work at Best Buy; completely unprompted, they tell her about their work in restoring old churches, raising funds, and finding people to do the work; they want to help us
 

 

Wednesday, March 31st
· Stephen makes initial contact with Brad Carter of Connecting Caring Communities
· Josh and Laura begin to record this timeline
 

Thursday, April 1st
· Contexts class meets to see St. Ann’s
· Laura, Ben, Rosten, Drew, John, Josh, Kent, Steve Holt, and Roger Jensen meet James at St. Ann’s to take another look inside
· Roger gives us an estimate of the property (not including the building) being worth $125,000 and tells us that it will likely take $500,000 to $1 million to restore the place (at normal costs, not counting our sweat equity or any donations)
· Roger gives us our first donation to the cause - 25¢ ☺
· group meeting (minus Drew, plus Chai) at the guys’ house that night to discuss the day and the next steps
· pray together
· group has our first disagreement/conflict as we discuss living arrangements
· private space and community space
· single rooms or shared rooms?
· discussion of introversion/extraversion as a potential contributing factor?
· framed in the context of spiritual transformation and giving up rights
· conflict managed relatively well; everyone is generally able to speak and be heard
· more discernment is needed
· pray together to end the evening
Saturday, April 3rd
· Laura and John meet with Kent and his son Blake at St. Ann’s to show Blake around the outside of the property and tell him our story
· Deb, Josh, and John go out to Blake’s place that evening to hang out
· they meet Harry Conner, who expresses an interest in joining us
 

Sunday, April 4th
· group meeting in the evening
· Brad Carter from CCC comes to hear our story and tell us his
· he is actually reassured by the fact that we know we have no idea what we’re doing
· he is very interested in working with us in some way, but we are not sure exactly what that will entail
· suggests various books to read through
· group discussion of “inclusion”
· how might we have messed up when it comes to those who are asking to join in on this dream of God’s?
· are we holding too much power in our own hands, placing too much trust in our own wisdom and actions?
· how can we be reconciled to those whom we might have hurt through our ignorance and idiocy?
· how do our own personal preferences, prejudices, and pasts influence our willingness and ability to hear the voice of God and submit to God?
· how can we best proceed in humility to include those whom God has seen fit to draw into this dream?
Monday, April 5th
· Ben, Rosten, Drew, Josh, John, and Laura have lunch with Kent to seek his wisdom about “inclusion” 
Tuesday, April 6th
· Josh, Laura, John, Rosten, and Ben meet with Kent and the current MRNA cohort at St. Ann's
· we tell them our story and let them explore the outside of the property
· they ask questions, give feedback, dream together with us
Wednesday, April 7th
· Ben, Rosten & Laura meet with Jeff Childers to discuss what kinds of things to think about and include in a rule of life
Thursday, April 8th
· Josh talks with Taylor County assessor and finds out that the property James is wanting to sell us is really only worth +/- $20,000 and that the main St. Ann's building is valued at $0 because it would cost so much to restore it
· John, Laura, and Kent meet with James at 4 pm to discuss the deal
· James seems to be willing to consider lowering the price a bit and working with us some for a tax write off, but he still says our offer would have to be substantially higher than the actual value of the property
· he does not seem to be flexible on property lines, so we don’t bring up the possibility of adding the empty lot (garden space?) back into the deal
· he plans to talk to various people at the city offices next week to discuss the feasibility of renovating the building in stages and what would be required for us to move in
· we decide to meet again in about a week to possibly discuss an offer
· family dinner with Kent and Karen Smith at Los Arcos to discuss the meeting with James and how to proceed

