During my first semester as a TA, I had to handle an incident where I caught one of my students cheating on a test. The documents below summarize what happened and how it was handled. Included are the initial write-up of the incident and a series of emails between me, Mike, and Rodney Ashlock. To protect the student’s privacy, his name has either been changed or marked out. 

The incident was unfortunate, of course, but it enabled me to minister to the student more pastorally than I would otherwise have been able to, and a good relationship developed between us because of that. For these reasons, I’m submitting this incident as a demonstration of MDiv outcomes 6g and 7abc, which deal with conflict management and care of souls, especially in crisis situations. Though most would not consider this a major life crisis, for this student it was just that. He feared that because he had been caught cheating on his first ever college test, he would fail the class, be kicked out of football, lose his scholarship, and have to drop out of school. His whole life’s path would have changed.

In the conversations that ensued between the student and I over the course of the semester as a result of this incident, I was able reassure him of my trust in and respect for him because of his willingness to confess his wrong and accept the punishment. (He was graciously given only a 40% deduction on the test he’d cheated on, but that meant he had to work very hard throughout the semester to make up for that deficit in order to pass.) I was able to encourage him to seek God, which he said he would try even though he had given up on God long before. (He later commented to me that maybe there really was something to the power of prayer.) I was also given a bit of a window into his life, his fears, and his family relationships, as he opened up to me because of the trust we’d developed. At the end of the semester, he texted me and said, “Try to be my TA next semester.  “

[bookmark: _GoBack]While not wanting to downplay the seriousness of the situation or take too much credit for things other people and God did, I do believe my reaction to and follow-up on this incident allowed for it to be treated as an opportunity for growth and deeper relationship with a kid who was overcome by his fears and doubts.



Life and Teachings of Jesus
Laura Beall
Friday, September 10, 2010
Exam 1


While giving the first exam to my students this morning, 9:00 in BSB 120, it seemed like one of my students, Ethan might be cheating. About 15 minutes into the exam, I noticed him looking over in the direction of the girl to his right, Justine, and subsequently marking an answer. At first I thought I might be mistaken and wanted to give him the benefit of the doubt, knowing that at times I myself will look away and seem to be focusing elsewhere whenever I’m concentrating. So I didn’t say anything to Ethan at that point. As we continued throughout the test, though, it became pretty clear that he was looking at Justine’s test or scantron. I noticed this happening 6-8 times.

I didn’t want to disturb the rest of the class or embarrass Ethan too much, especially in case I might be wrong, so when Ethan finished and turned in his exam, about halfway through the hour, I told him I had a question for him and stepped out into the hall with him for a minute. Basically I said, “Ethan, I hate to have to ask it of you, but there were a number of times during the test that your eyes seemed to be wandering over to Justine’s paper. Can you tell me what’s going on there?” Immediately looking crestfallen, he responded, “Yeah, ya know... I can’t lie... I cheated a little. There were a couple of times where I looked over at her paper. I’m really sorry.” I assured him that I really appreciated his honesty and that I wouldn’t hold anything against him personally but that there were procedures that had to be followed in this situation. I told him I’d find out exactly what they were and let him know when I found out. He understood and we parted ways.

When the test was over, I told Wade about what had happened, and we proceeded to grade the class’s exams. Around 9:50, I got a text message from Ethan that read, “Sorry. Crazy nervous for my first college test. Studied and made notes but couldn’t help but check a couple of my answers with hers.” Wanting to be encouraging but firm, I responded to him, “I understand, Ethan. I really really appreciate your honesty. :) I’ll let you know as soon as I hear something.”
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Laura Beall <leb09b@acu.edu> Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 1:00 PM
To: Mike Cope <mikewcope@gmail.com>, ashlockr@acu.edu

Mike & Rodney,

Here’'s my description of what happened this morning when one of my students was caught cheating on the first exam. Let me know what
needs to happen from here, and I'll communicate that to him. Thanks!

Laura

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Laura Beall <leb08b@acu. edu>
Date: Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 12:36 PM
Subiject: Re:

To: Wade Spaulding <wrs95s@acu.edu>

Do you want me to send this attachment directly to Mike and Rodney too?

On Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 11:41 AM, Wade Spaulding <wrs95s@acu.edu> wrote:
Laura,

You need to document everything that happened, dates, times, what he said, what you saw, confession, students name, what room you
were in, etc. Your student will most likely visit with Mike and potentially Rodney. If he has any questions, let him know that you are
waiting to find out what is going to happen. Thanks.

Wade

- -

Wade Spaulding

Recruiter

Department of Bible, Missions & Ministry
ACU Box 29411

Abilene, TX 79699-9411

BSB 243

325-733-6353

325-674-3784

325-674-3776 (fax)

Mike Cope <mikewcope@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 1:13 PM
To: Laura Beall <leb09b@acu.edu>
Cc: ashlockri@acu.edu

Well done, Laura!
[Quoted text hidden]

Rodney Ashlock <ashlockr@acu.edu> Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 2:34 PM
To: Laura Beall <leb09b@acu.edu>

Thank you Laura. Hate that you had to experience this right off the bat, but such can be the life of a teacher. You have done well with
regard to documenting what happened. Mike and | have also visited about this matter and Mike has a game plan.

Take care.

Rodney
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Rodney Ashlock, Ph.D.
Chair, DBMM

Abilene Christian University
(325)674-3740
ashlockr@acu.edu

Laura Beall <leb09b@acu.edu> Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 2:55 PM
To: Rodney Ashlock <ashlockr@acu.edu>, Mike Cope <mikewcope@gmail.com>

The poor kid is freaking out at this point, worried about becoming ineligible for football, losing his scholarship, dropping out of college... All
because he was honest about being dishonest. Have any words of encouragement | can pass along to him about how the situation will
be handled? Or do | just leave it as is for the time being?

[Quoted text hidden]

Mike Cope <mikewcope@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 3:00 PM
To: Laura Beall <leb09b@acu.edu>
Cc: Rodney Ashlock <ashlockr@acu.edu>

Tell him that | need to visit with him in person on Monday or Tuesday.

| think some of his worries can be eliminated but we can't really tell him that until | have visited with him.

Be sure to keep all correspondence and continue to be careful with what you say. You've handled this really well, Laura.

Mike

Sent from my iPhone

[Quoted text hidden]

Laura Beall <leb09b@acu.edu> Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 3:03 PM
To: Mike Cope <mikewcope@gmail.com>
Cc: Rodney Ashlock <ashlockr@acu.edu>

Thanks!

[Quoted text hidden]

Rodney Ashlock <ashlockr@acu.edu> Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 3:07 PM
To: Laura Beall <leb0%b@acu.edu>

It is best to say as little as possible in these situations. | think Mike should be the one who does the talking from this point forward. He's
handled these situations before and is very competent in this matter. One thing you don't want to do is say one thing and then have Mike
say something else to him. So, I'd let Mike do the rest of the talking.

Rodney
[Quoted text hidden]





Dt o emte s TA et e gty

s s s e oy s
s Wi ocame g a5 W sl s
o i e
Chingonh o e caloge et bl e e Kkt oo s
R o v o hak i el i oo e

e e et
o oo et i )

et v oy he s esonor ke o mch o




