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ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
College of Education and Human Services
Department of Communication Sciences & Disorders 
COMP 610:  Advanced Study of Language Disorders in Children (3 hrs)
Wed. 9:00 – 11:50/Thurs 1:00 – 3:50 (from 10/9 – 12/5)
Barrett 100/ Don Morris 117
Fall 2013






Professor:
Lynette Austin, Ph.D., MA/CCC/SLP





Office:

DM   122



Mail:

ACU Box 28058







Phone:
674-2090 (w)  




 



Fax:

674-2552



        





e-mail:

lynette.austin@acu.edu






Hours:

T  1:00 – 5:00





W 1:30 – 4:30

Intended Audience
Students must be graduate students in Communication Sciences and Disorders to enroll in this class.
Course Description
This course is a study of the cognitive/neurological substrates of developmental language disorders in children and the associated linguistic and behavioral characteristics of children with language impairment.  Emphasis will be on application of new research to the practices of assessment and intervention. 
Course Texts:

Required:

Paul, R. & Norbury, C. (2012). Language disorders from infancy through adolescence,

4th ed.  St. Louis, MO:  Elsevier  
Ukrainetz, T. (2007).  Contextualized language intervention: Scaffolding preK-12 literacy

 
achievement.  Greenville, SC:  Thinking Publications, Inc.

Williams, D (2010). Developmental language disorders:  Learning, language and the 


brain.  San Diego: Plural Publishing.

Recommended: 

McCauley, R., & Fey, M. (2006).  Treatment of language disorders in children.

  

Baltimore:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Faith and Learning/Instructor’s Philosophy
I want students to know and enjoy the spiritual benefits of a service-oriented profession from the outset.   As God gives us openings into the lives of clients and families, I want students to be prepared to serve in ways that will help people grow closer to Him and thereby grow in their own faith. In order to truly be effective in ministering in this manner, students and professionals need the highest level of skill; a sketchy assessment or poorly designed speech therapy program will not bring blessing to a family.  Therefore, I am motivated, and intend that my students will also be motivated, to seek excellence in scholarship and practice so that God may be glorified in our service to persons with communication disorders.

	Student Learning Objective
	Measurement Instrument
	Performance Indicator

	SLO 1: Discuss how Christian faith influences the assessment and treatment processes.
CFCC Standard III – E
	1. class discussion

	1.  Quality of discussion


	SLO 2:  Identify neural substrates of language
CFCC Standard III – B
	1.  discussion/in-class assignments

2.  Examination
	1.  quality of discussion

2.  score of 80% or greater

	SLO 3:  Identify cognitive skills and functions associated with or underlying language development
CFCC Standard III – B
	1.  Examination
	1.  score of 80% or greater

	SLO 4:  Define terms associated with child language disorders
CFCC Standard III – C
	1.  Examination
	1.  score of 80% or greater

	SLO 5:  Explain possible etiologies of child language disorders
CFCC Standard III – C
	1. Examination
	1.  score of 80% or greater

	SLO 6:  Discuss purposes/principles of intervention for language disorders
CFCC Standard III -- D
	1.  Examination
2.  Therapy Journal/Log
	1.  score of 80% or greater
2.  Depth/quality of reflection

	SLO 7:  Develop setting-appropriate intervention plans to include:  appropriate, assessment- based long term goals and objectives and incorporation of appropriate materials and instrumentation, as well as procedures to measure clients' progress.

CFCC Standards III – C, D; IV-G
	1. Therapy Plans 1 & 2
	1. Score of 80% or greater

	SLO 8: Develop, implement and evaluate the effectiveness of various treatment methods for receptive and expressive child language disorders.

CFCC Standard III – D
	1. Therapy Journal
	1.  Score of 80% or greater

	SLO 9:  Discuss professional ethics as related to diagnosis and treatment of communication disorders
CFCC Standard III -- E
	1.  discussion
	1.  Quality of discussion


Participation:  Each student is expected to be present in class, to be punctual, and to be prepared to participate in class discussions.  Completion of assigned readings prior to class is essential for participation.  Attendance/participation will be measured as follows:

1) Reading Responses:


As part of your class participation requirements, you will be asked to post your response 
to each session’s required reading on the class blog.  The posts should address EACH 
assigned chapter (1+ paragraphs or bulleted lists per reading) and should contain 
questions, connections, and comments regarding the material.  These are NOT to be 
summaries of the readings.


Schedules for submission:  for  Wednesday a.m. class sessions, reading responses 
must 
be posted by  midnight on Tuesday; for Thursday p.m. class sessions 
responses must be posted by 9 a.m. that morning

Responses will be graded as follows:  0—not completed, 3—submitted late or only 
minimum   requirements met, 5—on-time, thoughtful, well-stated responses


2) Assignments:  occasional assignments will be given at some class meetings to be
 
completed and presented for feedback.  Assignments may be individual or group format. 
Scores will be assigned as follows:  1-2—incomplete; does not show mastery of the 
information or skill in question; 3-4—complete, demonstrates general mastery of the 
information or skill; 5—excellent quality of response. In most cases, these 
assignments cannot be made up in the event of absence.  

Your final participation score will be the percentage of possible points earned.  
This score will comprise 20% of the final grade.
Assignments:  
Treatment Plan 1  (for child in prelinguistic or emerging language stage):  This project, based on a case study provided by the instructor, will be completed with a partner and will contain the following:  Long term goals (LTGs) as indicated by the assessment/case information; short term objectives (STOs), and a lesson plan/materials for a first session.  
The score on this assignment will comprise 15% of the final grade.

Treatment Plan 2 (for child in developing or advanced language stage):  This project will be directed toward treatment of a child at Kenley school.  The plan will contain the following:  LTGs, STOs for a 4-week treatment plan, lesson plans and materials for the first two sessions.

The score on this assignment will comprise 15% of the final grade.
Therapy Journal:  Log/Progress/Reflection: Each student will submit, on completion of the language program, a journal with information based on the 4 week language intervention conducted at Kenley. The journal will contain:  therapy plans for the last 3 weeks of the program; daily data collection/SOAP notes; progress report for therapy targets, and reflection paper (minimum 4 pages in length, maximum 5—format will be provided).  Please note:  therapy plans for the week must be composed by the Thursday prior to the sessions (In other words, you will bring your plans for the next week to class on the previous Thursday).  Plans which are incomplete or absent will be noted for point deductions on final grade, and the student will be required to submit an acceptable plan prior to the therapy session.

The score on this assignment will comprise 30% of the final grade.
Examination:  One exam will be given covering fundamental course concepts; 

This score will comprise 20% of final grade.
IMPORTANT NOTE:  A course grade will be assigned only when ALL assignments/ examination have been completed.  Any student who fails to submit an assignment (Treatment Plans 1 & 2, Therapy Journal) or to complete the examination will receive a course grade of IF--Incomplete (Failing).  Late work will be penalized 10 points per day.


Attendance
Regular attendance and promptness are expected.  Please see section on class participation for information regarding how these will impact your grade.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain notes and assignments missed due to absence. 
Make-up exams (or opportunities to submit missed assignments) will be given only in the event of serious illness (documented), death or serious illness in the family, or officially sanctioned school functions away from campus.  Make-up exams must be taken prior to the next class session.  Make-up exams content and format will be different from regular exams.  Please consult instructor for any doubts or questions regarding make-up exam policy.  The student is responsible for contacting the instructor to arrange a time for the exam.  No student will be allowed more than one make-up exam for the course.
Students are responsible for initiating a Withdrawal from Class form for any class that they have never attended or have stopped attending. If students do not initiate a withdrawal form, one of the following actions may be taken:
•The professor may initiate a withdrawal for a student who has missed more than 25% of sessions (2 sessions). A “W” or “WF” grade will be assigned at the discretion of the
professor; or
• The professor may choose not to initiate a withdrawal form and simply assign a grade of “F” at the end of the semester. Faculty who initiate Withdrawal from Class forms must designate whether the student is to receive a “W” or “WF” and provide the last date the student attended the course. After the 12th week of the semester, students may not withdraw from courses; however, a professor may withdraw a student for non-attendance but only with a grade of “WF.”
Dress code
Professional dress is expected for all graduate students in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders.  The university dress code will be strictly enforced.
Class Participation
Students are expected to actively participate in all class discussions, listen attentively, and participate appropriately in group activities.  Diversions such as personal notes, visiting, working on day planners, or studying for other exams are not considered appropriate and will be addressed when observed. 
NOTE:  Cell phones and pagers are to be turned off AND out of sight during class. Students using laptops for purposes that are not related to the class will be required to meet with the instructor.
Communication
Please check email regularly for class related information.
Disability Statement
If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please feel free to contact me. The ACU Student Disability Services Office (a part of Alpha Academic Services) facilitates disability accommodations in cooperation with instructors. In order to receive accommodations, you must be registered with Disability Services and you must complete a specific request for each class in which you need accommodations. Call extension 2667 for an appointment with the Director of Disability Services.
Academic Integrity
Violations of academic integrity and other forms of cheating, as defined in ACU’s Academic Integrity Policy, involve the intention to deceive or mislead or misrepresent, and therefore are a form of lying and represent actions contrary to the behavioral norms that flow from the nature of God.  Violations will be addressed as described in the Policy.  While the University enforces the Policy, the most powerful motive for integrity and truthfulness comes from one’s desire to imitate God’s nature in our lives.  Every member of the faculty, staff and student body is responsible for protecting the integrity of learning, scholarship and research.  The full Policy is available for review at the Provost’s office website (http://www.acu.edu/campusoffices/provost) and the following offices:  provost, college deans, dean of campus life, director of student judicial affairs, director of residential life education and academic departments.
In accordance with the Abilene Christian University Student Integrity Policy, the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders addresses violations of integrity through a documented meeting held with the student, faculty member(s), and the department chair for the purpose of discussing the offense and the consequences.
First Departmental Offense: Disciplinary action may include lowering the grade on an assignment up to and including an F in the course for a first offense.
Second Department Offense: A second violation will result in an F in the course and a recommendation of immediate suspension from the university.
Grade Questions/Disputes
If you have a question regarding grades on assignments or tests, you may make an appointment to meet with the instructor to explain your concerns.  Grades will not be discussed via email or phone calls.
Proprietary Nature of Course Materials

All course materials (powerpoints, lecture notes, audio or video recordings of lectures and so on) are the property of the instructor, and may include copyrighted material.  Students are NOT permitted to post these materials to social media sites or to otherwise distribute materials to individuals outside the class via email, etc., without the explicit consent of the instructor.  Violation of this rule will result in disciplinary action.
COMP 610:  Advanced Study of Language Disorders in Children -- Fall 2013
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments Due

	Wed
10/9
	REVIEW of the following
· Language Development
· Theories of language development
· Neurological Bases of language
*************************************
READINGS: 
· Paul & Norbury Ch. 1
· Williams, Ch. 1-2, 7
	

	Thurs

 10/10
	· How therapy (intervention) works 
· Principles of Intervention
*************************************

READINGS: 
· Paul & Norbury Ch. 3
· Ukrainetz, Ch. 1
	 
Partner for Therapy Plan 1 assigned


	Sat

10/12
	GRAND ROUNDS – discussion of assessment results—


	Submit ppt. slide with assessment results for review by Friday 10/11.

	Mon

10/14
	· Baseline data collection at Kenley
	

	 Wed
10/16
	· Prelinguistic intervention 
· Intervention at emerging/developing language stage
**************************************

READINGS:
· Paul & Norbury Ch. 7, 9
	EVALUATION REPORT (659) due to FILES by 8 am


	Thurs

10/17
	· Intervention at emerging/developing language stage (cont)
· Language intervention for school-aged (L4L)
**************************************

READINGS:
· Ukrainetz Ch. 2-4
(to read by Mon 10/21 – Ukrainetz Ch. 5; Paul & Norbury Ch. 12)
	 Therapy Plan 1 due
In class:  workshop for Therapy Plan 2.  Email to LA for feedback over the weekend

	Mon

10/21
	· Intensive therapy program begins at Kenley; arrive 2:00,  therapy from 2:30 – 3:30
.  

	Revised Therapy Plan 2 submitted for grade to FILES by 8am

	Wed

10/23
	· AM class time:  Language intervention for school-aged (L4L) (cont)
****************************************

READINGS: 

· Ukrainetz 6- 7

2:30 Therapy
	

	Thurs
10/24
	·       Language intervention for school-aged (L4L) (cont)
***************************************
READINGS:
· Review Ukrainetz 6-7
	Therapy  Plan check for week 2


	Mon
10/28
	2:30 Therapy
	 

	Wed
10/30
	· AM class time: Language Intervention for school-aged children
**************************************

READINGS:

· Paul & Norbury Ch. 10, 

· Ukrainetz Ch. 9
2:30 Therapy
	

	Thurs
10/31
	·            Working with Language-Learning Disabilities

***********************************************************************
READINGS:  

·       Paul & Norbury Ch. 10
·       Ukrainetz Ch. 10
	 Therapy Plan check for week 3

	Mon

11/4
	2:30 Therapy
	 

	Wed
11/6
	AM Class time
·            Working with Language-Learning Disabilities (cont)
*****************************************************************
READINGS:      

·      Ukrainetz (article, PDF in FILES)

·      Paul & Norbury Ch. 13, 14

2:30 Therapy
	 

	Thurs
11/7
	· Language Disorders in Adolescence
***********************************************************************
READINGS:  

·       Ukrainetz, Ch. 12
	Lesson Plan check for week 4

	Mon

11/11
	2:30 Therapy
	

	Wed
11/13
	AM Class time
·            Language Disorders in Adolescence (cont)
2:30 Therapy – Final Day
	

	Thurs
11/14
	· Language/communication and autism
***********************************************************************
READINGS:  

· Williams, Ch. 5

· Hegde Ch. 14
· Paul & Norbury  Ch. 4
	Take Home Exam assigned

	Wed

11/20
	· Language/communication and autism (cont)

READINGS:  

· Arwood & Kaulitz, Ch. 9 – 10 (PDFs in Files)
	THERAPY JOURNAL Due



	Thurs

11/21
	· Language and cognitive impairment/AAC
READINGS:  

· Williams, Ch. 6
· (review Paul & Norbury Ch. 4)
	

	W/TH
11/27-

11/28
	Thanksgiving Holiday!
	

	Wed

12/4
	· Language and hearing impairment

**************************************************************************

READING: TBA
	Take Home Exam Due

	Thurs

12/5
	· Communication Disorders in Infancy
· Course Wrapup
READING:  Paul & Norbury Ch. 6
	


This calendar is subject to change as needed. 
University Mission Statement


Our mission at Abilene Christian University is to educate our students 


for Christian service and leadership throughout the world.





College Mission Statement


To equip students for global ministry through exemplary practice and service 


in education and human services.





Department Mission Statement 


To equip students with the knowledge and skills in Speech-Language Pathology for ministry to individuals with communication disorders through a Christian world view.
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