[bookmark: _GoBack]To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Leslie Bloomer and I participated in the bilingual emphasis program in the Communication Disorders Master’s program at Abilene Christian University. I graduated in May of 2013. This program has prepared me not only for clinical practice, but also for personal interactions with families, administrators, and other professionals. Dr. Austin took great care to design classes and assignments which would not only teach us the information we would need to diagnose or treat a disorder of a person who speaks more than one language, but also to encourage us to  be counselors and servants to our clients and their families. During the interview process, being able to say I was bilingual was a huge plus. As the process continued, I was able to show that I also understand and can apply theory to practice with relation to bilingual disorders. Across the state and nation, employers are very interested in people who not only speak another language, but also can understand the underlying processes that are involved in bilingualism because more and more clients are bilingual or multilingual. This program not only gave me information for how to be a good clinician, but also how to serve people as a Christian. Dr. Austin frequently talked about how as Christians in this field, we have great opportunity to be lights and servants for the glory of God. I currently work in a school district. When I see children, I will be helping to them to learn skills necessary to succeed practically, functionally, and socially. However, I will also always work on a team. I will work with other professionals, administrators, and parents. This program taught us how to share our knowledge with other professionals and parents so that the students can have more support across settings in classrooms, therapy, and at home. In conclusion, Dr. Austin prepared us through the bilingual emphasis program to be knowledgeable bilingual clinicians ready for real world situations.
