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ComP 330:  Normal Language Development—
Grammar/Syntax Pre-Test

1.  Nouns:

a. Identify each noun as Concrete (C) or Abstract (A)

_____1. Lemon

_____2. Hope

_____3. Attitude

_____4. jacket

b.
Connect  the nouns to the categories (some fit more than one category):

_____5. Common noun 



a.  Elizabeth
_____6. Collective noun



b.  mathematics
_____7. Non-Count noun


c.  chair
_____8. Proper noun



d.  committee

_____9. Neuter noun



e.  house

2.  Pronouns:


       a.   Identify the underlined pronouns as:  Personal (P); Demonstrative (D); Indefinite (ID); 
  

Relative ( R); or Interrogative (I)

_____10. He finished it himself.

_____11. Those don’t look like chocolate cookies.

_____12. Kelly doesn’t know who bought the car.

_____13. I think she knows about the test.
_____14. Which do you like best?

_____15. Anyone can answer that.

        b.  Identify the pronouns as:  Personal Nominative/Subjective Case (PN/S);  Personal 


Objective (PO); Personal Possessive (PP), Personal Reflexive (PR)

_____16. Hand her the salt and pepper shakers.

_____17. Alison is calling the parents herself.

_____18. We enjoyed the play very much!

_____19. My parents will let me know when the car arrives.
_____20. I saw him in the grocery store last night.

3.  Verbs:


     a.  Identify each underlined verb as:  Copula be (C); Auxiliary be (A); Gerund (G), Infinitive (I)

_____21. He was wondering if you got the letter.

_____22. Casey is glad to know you’re okay.

_____23. Walking around the campus is good exercise.

_____24. To keep my grades up is my goal for the semester.

_____25. I am giving all my video games to my brother.

b.  Conjugate the verb to sing as follows:
_____26. First Person Singular Present (simple) : ______________________________

_____27. Second Person Singular Future (simple):  _____________________________

_____28. First Person Plural Present (perfect):  ________________________________

_____29. Third Person Plural Present Progressive:  _____________________________

_____30. Second Person Plural Past (simple):  _________________________________


       c.  Indicate whether the following verbs are transitive (T) or intransitive (I):

_____31. Kicked the ball

_____32. Sleep late

_____33. Ask the question

_____34. Smile at the baby

      d.  Provide examples of the following:

35. Contracted copula:  ______________________

36. Uncontractible copula:  ___________________

37. Contracted auxiliary: _____________________

38. Uncontractible auxiliary:  ___________________

4.   Adjectives


       a.  Match the adjective type to the correct word, and indicate beside it whether the 



adjective is Descriptive (D) or Limiting (L):
       ______39.       Possessive adjective


a.  first birthday        _______
       ______40.       Demonstrative adjective

b.  The girl is silly      _______
       ______41.       Cardinal adjective


c.   Daniel’s foot        _______
       ______42.       Attributive adjective


d.  These books         _______
      ______ 43.       Predicate adjective


e.  Gigantic stone      _______
      b.  Write the comparative and superlative forms of the adjective ugly:


       44.   Comparative : ____________________________


       45.    Superlative:  _____________________________

5.  Adverbs


     a.  Identify each underlined word as either an adverb (A)  or a conjunctive adverb (CA):

     _______46.  He apologized for saying it; besides, I could tell he was joking.


     _______47.  Sheila is certainly helpful.


     _______48.  Quickly, we stopped the car to check.

     _______49.  I made a bad grade on the test; still, I’m doing okay in the class.

                      b.  Identify the adverbs as one of the following types:  Manner (M); Place (P); Time (T); 


Degree (D);  Number (N); Reason (R); Affirmation (A); Negation (N)


       _______50.  She looked at me sadly.


       _______51.  This lasagna is very good!


       _______52.  Absolutely, we’ll be at the wedding!


       _______53.  We arrived early.

6.  Determiners:  Write the article(s) named in the blank:

                       54.  Definite article:  ______________________________



        55.   Indefinite articles:  ____________________________

7.  Conjunctions:  Identify each underlined conjunction as either Coordinating (C) or Subordinating (S)


     _ ______56.  The teacher wrote the assignment on the board and left the room.


     _______ 57.  Andy was busy, but he stopped by anyway.


     _______ 58.   The plan is to enter the grades after the papers are graded.
8.  Prepositions:  In each of the following prepositional phrases, identify the preposition and the object 
of the preposition by writing them on the corresponding lines:








Preposition


Object



59.   under the table


_______________
_________________



60.   for the youngest child

_______________
_________________



61.   inside the dark room

_______________
_________________

9.  Sentence Structure:


 a.    Separate the subject from the predicate in each sentence with a vertical line [  |  ].


62.    The celebrity interview was on the news last night.



63.    We will probably leave tomorrow.



64.    Accurate identification of parts of speech is often difficult for students.

               
65.    Rich desserts and second helpings make it a challenge to lose weight.


b.      Identify the underlined word as either a Direct Object (DO) or Indirect Object (IO).


______ 66.   Ask your mother to sign the form.


______ 67.   I answered the question yesterday.


______ 68.  The professor gave the students the papers.

______ 69.  Tell the children the truth.

10.  Phrases


a.      In the blank next to each sentence, write whether the underlined phrase is the subject (S);



Object (O), Complement (C), or an Adverbial (A) in the sentence.


_______70.  I am the speech-language pathologist.


_______71.  We can visit your parents next week.


_______72.   Put the dirty dishes in the dishwasher.


_______73.  His children and grandchildren are throwing the party.

_______74.  These are my friends and coworkers.


b.      Beside each phrase indicate whether it is a Noun Phrase (NP), Verb Phrase (VP), 



Prepositional Phrase (PP), Adjective Phrase (ADJP) , Adverb Phrase (ADVP), Infinitive



Phrase (IP).


_______75.  Your outfit is so pretty.


_______76.  The older and wiser folks know this plan won’t work.


_______77.  Take the keys that are on the table.


_______78.  We will be looking for you to get here by noon.


_______79.  Don’t tell me you want to buy that car!


_______80.  Kerri left the books right there.

11.  Clauses

a.      Place brackets [ ] around the dependent clause in each sentence.


81.  The test was delayed because the professor was absent.

82.  The blouse she bought doesn’t fit.


83.  Carol will do what her mother asks her.


b.  Identify each noun clause (in brackets) as the Subject (S), Object (O), or Complement (C) of 


the sentence.


_______84.  The outlook is [what I thought.]


_______85. [ Taking some Tylenol ] might help your headache.

_______86.  Avery gave the children [what they were wanting.]


c.    Place brackets []around the relative clause embedded in each sentence.


_______87.  The jewelry she saw in the ad is on sale.


_______88.  Kelsy doesn’t like the one she saw on TV.


d.   Write a simple sentence (only one independent clause) for each major clause pattern 


described below.


89.  Subject + Verb + Direct Object

90.  Subject + Verb + Indirect Object + Direct Object


91.  Subject + Verb + Direct Object + Adverbial

12.  Sentence Types:  


a.  Identify each of the following sentences as Simple (S) or Complex (CX)

______92.  The cats are sleeping by the fire.

______93.  Mom believes that your work is excellent

______94.  Leave the papers next to the basket by the stapler.


b.  Classify each sentence as either Compound (CP), Complex (CX), or Compound-Complex (CC)
______95.   The spaghetti is cooking and the tea is brewing.

______96.  Before we finish, the kids will need to wash the paintbrushes and they will have to wipe the tables.
______97.  Call me when you hear from them.


c.  Classify each sentence in terms of its function:  Declarative (D), Imperative (IM), Exclamatory 


(E), Interrogative:

______98.  Put all the papers in the basket.
______99.  I left my keys locked in the car.

______100.  Don’t you love grammar?

