
August 7, 2013


[bookmark: _GoBack]To the Tenure and Promotion Committee at Abilene Christian University,
It is my pleasure to write to you in regards to the collaborative relationship I share with my friend and colleague, Dr. Lynette Austin.  She and I have worked together on several projects over the years and through our work have developed a strong professional and personal bond. It is always challenging and inspirational to work shoulder to shoulder with Lynette because of her high professional, spiritual and cultural integrity.  I can honestly say, she is one of the most intelligent people I have ever worked with and I enjoy the depth she brings to our discussions.  She is not one to cut corners or compromise her efforts but consistently values a sound work ethic, putting others’ needs ahead of her own.  I am familiar enough with Lynette to know that this servant mindedness runs deeper than a desire to excel in the workplace but is, rather, a part of her spiritual DNA.
Throughout the eighteen months I have worked at ACU with Lynette, we have had the opportunity to work together on a daily basis and have also had the opportunity to work on several special projects.  This past year we collaborated on:
* Refining a scaffolded graduate learning experience with students at Kenley school
* Offering a continuing education course focused on ethical considerations for supervisors
*Presenting a lecture at a professional conference in Phoenix, AZ  
*Creating a 2 week summer day camp at ACU for children who are struggling readers
It was a pleasure to work closely with Lynette on each of these projects!  She is very organized and intentional in preparing for each experience and she never fails to provide a strong theoretical foundation of learning for all we do.  Best of all, Lynette and I have so much fun working together!  She is a valued team player in our department and a joy to teach with!  I am so thankful for her friendship and willingness to mentor me throughout my first experiences as a college educator!   Lynette is truly a blessing to this university!
Sincerely,
Diana L. Taylor
 
