









September 6, 2013
Dear Tenure and Promotion Committee:

It is my privilege to recommend Dr. Lynette Austin for tenure at Abilene Christian University.  Lynette is a long-time friend and fellow Kingwood Church of Christ ministry wife and UH PhD student, so I’ve know and worked with her since before either of us joined the ACU faculty.  I know her to be a serious, dedicated, hard-working individual who is one of the most reliable people I’ve worked with.  She ALWAYS follows through with her commitments.  In addition to Lynette’s outstanding teaching and research accomplishments as well as service to ACU, University Church of Christ and the Abilene Community, in this letter I want to call attention to her exemplary service to our ACU students as Co-Sponsor of the Alpha Chi National Honor Society.  
Since I am often listed as the campus sponsor, much of her work as co-sponsor is not publically acknowledged, but without her dedication to our chapter, we would not be thriving and growing.  When I accepted responsibility for the ACU chapter of this prestigious organization in 2010, I realized very quickly that building a growing and thriving chapter would be impossible without faculty assistance.  Because I knew her well, I knew that Lynette’s organization skills, collegiality, and dependability would be essential in building a languishing chapter with 35 members into the nationally known, award-winning, 400-member chapter we have today. I received permission from the provost to ask her to co-sponsor and cannot imagine carrying out my duties without her on the team.  
She graciously accepted and has been an integral part of sponsoring this organization since 2010.  We work together with our officer team each year to plan the years activities including the annual induction of new members and annual National Convention, and Lynette not only comes up with wonderful service and scholarly ideas, such as the Spelling Bee we hosted during the Homecoming Carnival last fall and the well-received Chapel form Alpha Chi hosted last Spring, but she also keeps us organized and on track.  Often after a brain-storming session, Lynette will provide me with a much-needed itemized to-do list that details our plans.  

This is a very time-consuming sponsorship, and not only does Lynette carry fully half the responsibility of planning and accomplishing chapter activities, she is an inspiration and support to our student members, particularly our officer team.  She coined the term “officer team,” which really describes how she works with me and with our officers and chapter members; she models the role of team player for our students.  She supports our members, allowing them to take charge of most planning, providing guidance and direction when necessary, but giving our officer team the space to practice and learn leadership
Her passion for student undergraduate research is essential in encouraging our members to present their research at the annual National Convention.  She travels with us each year to the convention, and because I’m often busy with my duties as Regional President and session judge, Lynette attends all our student presentation and encourages all the students to join her in supporting our students’ research presentations.  This year, she also served as a judge as well.  

Each year our chapter is able to nominate one student for each of three national scholarships.  Lynette, with her wonderful organization skills, has taken the lead in this area, providing information to our members, collecting local scholarship applications, and devising a rubric, which we use to choose our three nominees.  Her hard, behind the scenes, in this area has resulted in our students winning national scholarships (out of nominees from 300 Alpha Chi Honor Society chapters) the last two years, including Brent Bailey’s 2013 selection for the most prestigious graduate scholarship given by the Society.  

When I became ill last fall, she stepped in and was the contact person and sole sponsor for several months.  Our students love her warm, accepting personality, and we’ve created quite a team as we’ve learned by trial and error how to sponsor a successful chapter during the last three years.  Because of her work, we received the prestigious Star Chapter award at the 2013 convention, and ACU is well known throughout this organization. I cannot overstate how much her generous service to this organization and to our students across ACU has contributed to their success. 
In addition to her other contributions to the ACU community, please consider her extraordinary service to our students and to the Alpha Chi Honor Society, as an example of the kind of professor we want to represent ACU both at home and throughout the United States. 

Thank you,

Mikee Delony

Associate Professor of English

Sponsor, Texas Psi Chapter, Alpha Chi National Honor Society

