September 6, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:
I have known Dr. Lynette Austin for several years having first met her when we were members of the Texas Speech and Hearing Association (TSHA) Cultural and Linguistic Diversity Task Force.  Dr. Austin has been a well-respected member of that task force since 2003.  Since that time, we have collaborated on several projects professionally and she has graciously served as a resource for me on cultural and linguistic diversity issues.
During Dr. Austin’s time on the TSHA CLD task force, she was the principal author of several columns, including: "What is Dynamic Assessment?" (June, 2007); "Response to Intervention, Speech Services, and Students from CLD Backgrounds" (April, 2009); and "Texas SLPs and Cultural/Linguistic Diversity: Good to Go?" (August 2010).  Dr. Austin was also an instrumental member of the TSHA group which authored the TSHA Articulation Eligibility Template: CLD Companion.  She took a lead role in creating and editing this particular template manual making sure the information and procedures were current and best practice.
Dr. Austin has also received the TSHA Certificate of Appreciation for this service three times (2006, 2007, 2008) which is an honor awarded to a member based on their work in the association.  The recipient is nominated for the award by another member of the association.
I have also attended several presentations by Dr. Austin both in my own school district as well as at the annual TSHA Convention.  She is a wealth of information regarding CLD issues and has been a valuable resource specifically in the area of dynamic assessment procedures for the CLD population.
It has been my pleasure and honor to know and work with Dr. Austin and I look forward to many more years of collaborating and consulting with her.
Gina Glover, M.S.CCC-SLP
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