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Mârch 7, 19?2

Mr. Albert Le¡nnons
]{id ¿own ühurch of Christ
170] Oakhi-¡rs L Scenic D¡jve
Forb lJorth, ïexas

Dear.Alberl:

l'Je need your article on lrForrnalismrr for our special issue on
Sins LhaL Go to Church. Can you geb iL to us right aray?

Thanks fo:' your heJ.p.

Cor dì.ally,
r'^

t, /1t'Lat (
Norve1

"lh ¡L.'L- '
/tl' t ttt

7f r't Jt't
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(slNS Llll'î C0 TO CIIURCÌI)
]IORMALIS}J

SUBSTITI|I'I.NG AN IIOUII O!- K)OIìSIIIP FOR

A IIIìIìK OT RIC1ITIìOU S LIV ING

All)ert G' Ì-emmons, ¡{iníster
llid tQ\^,! Church of 0hrist., Fort llortb, 'l'exas 76111

lntroduction

1. lsalah 1:10-20 "tlear Lbe worcl of tlìe Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; Bive ear

unto the l.aw of our God, yc people of Gomorr¡h. To ulÌal ¡urpose is tl.re

nìultitude of your sacrificcs unto ne? saith the Lord: I ar¡ fu1'l of the

burnt of ferings of rans, anci rhe fat of fed beasts; and I delight noh {n

the bl-ood of bullocks, or of 1ambs, or o[ ]ìe Loats' htren ye come lo

appeâr l)efore ne, vho hath requirecl tlì1s aL your hand, Lo tready Ùy courts?

Bring no more vâin oblations; lûcense Ís an al¡oniuatlon unto üe; lhe ne\'¡

rnoons ¿rncl sabbaths, the caJling of assenblies, I cannot al^'ay \'tlth it; lt

is irÌiquity, even tlìe sjolemn neeting. Your new rnoons and your appointed

feasts my soul hâtetìl : r.bey are a trouble unto me; I am qe¿lry to bear the!ì'

And rçlrell ye spread fortlt your hands, I wilt hi(le mine cy(ìs from yott: ye,

r¡lr,,n ), r,,irf e rìirnv prr¡\', Ì-s, l wiì1 nol: )ìe¿ìr: '.'.lrlr lt¡nds ¡r(' luÌl ol l¡loo'l'

l,Jash you, mal<e you cleiìÌl ; puL ar'Iay tho evi l of your cìoings Iro¡r bcf ore mine

eyes; ce¿ìse to clo evil; Learn to do we1l.; seek .judgment' rclicve Lhe oP-

pressed, judp,e tlìe f atlìerl.ìss, plead for Llìe wido\'¡. Conte now, and let us

reasorÌ toflctlìer, saÍLh- the Lord:though yo\rr slns be as Fcar'1L't, they shall'

be as vhj.te âs srìow; though tlìey be red l.ike crirùson, they stìall l" ll" toi

Tf you be ç,l1Lj.ng and obedient, ye sìraJl eâL tlìe good of the land: But lf

ye refuse and rebe1, ye shall be devourecl \.'ith the sçord: for the rnout'h of

the Lord hath spohen lt."



¡iÌ: l, 2. tlosea 6:6 "l d(ìsirc nìercy ratlìer LlraÌl nacrilice' iìnd ¿l kno!"Iedge of God

mor¿. tlìalr llurnt ot f erines, "

D] SCUSSION

1. FO]ìMAI-]'I'Y ]N IUìI,I.CìION

Tììere i,,r a Iendency on Llre Part o[ ¡reolrlc ìrr ¡;eneral l-rou r'¡hich vc arcr

lloL exenpt i.rì Ltre church thaL lwlìe0 we i-Ìave perf ontne:d a reÉ:ular extcrníìl

rlEe th¿L tlìis is ¿¡Il. God requires and mau ts obl.lgatc<1 to give' loo

long men lrave b(:en allowed to bc¡l.ieve Llìat tlreir duty toward God was

sufficieutlv d iscliarged when the¡' had perfor:ned (rertalÌl ri tLr¿¡ls ' orre

of tlìe ..ierious (ìonseqì.reûces of this misinf ori¡ration Is tlìat moral obllga-

tl.ons iìre oftcn tìísregarded, ¡.t least tlìerc are urany noraJ deficiences in

a religion of this ki.¡ld. The Jews in the days oI Lsaiah were rebuked for

proví.din,j ¿¡ forn¿¡1 tourinc of fc¡:;tival keepinB ¿nd sacr-1ffce in whdch

days were properly observed, aud rvere delrrded therefore by the subt'lety

of si.n Lhatl b¡' suclt acrions the)' receivecì tlìe f i:ìvor oI Cod' T]ì1s strange

<ìelusion was deeply rt¡oLcd in lsrael.'s heart óor n)ost of Lhe 8re¿ìt Proplìets

spoke to the subúcct of providing sacrifices ¡rn<l rlvers of oi.I Lo the

altar of (locl ancÌ the¡ coììPl ete J y disre¡¡ard .lchovah in t.lieir conclucL '

Many crít.ict; ol Christiar)ity bave Pointcd out Lir¿ìt llìe n)ajority of "prac-

Llcl'rìg ClìrlstiaDs" thi¡rl< of' tllej.r re1.l.giorr jn 8rc¿ìter ParL i.ron tlìe statrì-

pcìi-nt of con<luct - 'ìllris rn,-¡ns f ollowlìrfl ao ortler of wor.shlP but not be-

conìjrÌg spiritua.Ily inv,ol.ved in tlìe channel.s \,rlr i.ch LlìaL ;uorship pr(ìvides. {i

,)lì.llìCl l\.1. \'l{ St ß.1itul lVl:

'flìci reality of the relil¡ion of Jesus jIr Lhe first cellLury was suciì LlÌåt no

one suspecLed them ol. bel.ieving one,llìl.ng and pracLiclng sorìlêtlìing el-se-

Thc di.screpancies wlrich orrr contemPorary wol'1d have in t:egard to the re.ll-
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'giorì of .Iesus lle in the fac( t.hat man)/ s¿¡v and do not' 1t is one Llrlng

to believc a nessagc ard another hhing ro chaDge tlÌe Llìought and Iif¡:

paLterns oI Pc'op1.c Lo t.hat l¡eli¡lf . llcligion is not sonìeLlìlnB you do, i!

is \*,1ìa t ),ou arc, tllcrelorc', i t. j s noL an ol)jc:cLivc device cnfl¿ì¡led in one

or t\to horlrs a week and lhen I(ìlt lor allollÌer w¿rv of life but ratll(j r is â

subjectl\'e disPosition, niood, or regard tiìaL includes a11 of ones åcLions'

thc total.il.y of olr€1s Lhinl(1r)¡;.

(lor'ìc l rrsion

1. Thc reascrn Co¡l is a -jealous l'od .is becar'¡se he knows !¡hat is in the inlerest

ol' lrrrrnanity,

¿. Lc,d knows tl¡i.ìt nríln hccomês Iili,' tll, 'ioJ ll.: servt's aod therel ort' if ottr wor-

slìip is rìot live and vlbr¿ut, a sPiriLuâl L.i'ì, a neaningfql bond' then onc

becomes col<ì, irt<Ji.f f erent , and harderìcd ir-r his orun self 1çh ways '

3. Go<ì's r¡ora.l. lâ\, does not clìílrì!l(ì. It is wì:itLen upan tlìe !able! of c¡tcr-

niLy -- -justicc and trutlì endurcr ¿lrld r'¡ill l.ive Iorevcr.
i

4. Tlìe greaL prophet lsaialÌ was assLtrillfl al1 nen that relribution for s;in
1,

wll.1 be 1zr1<t upon the sltrn,-'r. [()rgivcn( ss !'Jill not come.-f o one who en-

,',a¡ies IlIs nQrltìì ¿ìnd Prostr¿ìtes lìis persoll l)lrt wilo does not :involve his

heaÌL and sc¡ul ir.r ì)ecominr'. moì:e 1i ke Llìe Cod lìc serves '


