


SOCW 230: Introduction to Social Work 

After discussion within our faculty, the School of Social Work feels that our 

introductory course, SOCW 230 would be an appropriate option to provide for students 

seeking a general social science elective.  

 This course spends a significant time covering the basics of human behavior and 

interaction, mainly within the context of their environment. Human motivation in regards 

to success and interaction with others outside of their primary group is also examined as 

it relates to behavior. Communities, subcultures, racial barriers, and other defining 

characteristics are also examined at length in this course as they relate to the larger 

concept of social welfare and the profession of social work.  

 Content wise, the course focuses on a basic introduction into the profession of 

social work, including methods of practice, implications of research and evidence-based 

practice, and major theoretical models that influence the profession. Finally, the course 

provides a history of social work, including, but not limited to the history of  social 

welfare, civil rights, policies and legislation impacting social work, and how this history 

influences current social work practice.  

 Due to all of these things, we feel that Introduction to Social Work adequately 

meets the requirements for a general social science elective. Adding this to the catalog 

would greatly benefit students that may be interested in social welfare in some capacity.  
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