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Memo

To:  Academic Councils
Date: August 23, 2013
Re: Revisions to CORE 115

CORE 115 is for transfer students who enter the university with 24 hours or more. These
students take 6 hours of CORE instead of 9 hours. CORE 115 is a combination of the first CORE
110 (Cornerstone) and the second CORE class.

The current title and course description reflect a combination of CORE 110 and CORE 120
(Human Identity); CORE 120 was the second required CORE class in the original CORE plan.
After the faculty vote to reduce the number of integrative CORE hours, CORE 120 and 220
(Community) were combined to CORE 210 (Human Identity and Community). CORE 115
needs to be revised to reflect the content in CORE 110 and 210.

The prerequisite for CORE 115 needs to match CORE 210—ENGL 112. The major assignment in
CORE 210 and 115 is a research paper, and ENGL 112 includes instruction in writing research
papers. Making ENGL 112 a prerequisite for CORE 115 will align curriculum instruction in
research and information literacy.

Original Title and Description:

CORE 115 Critical Thinking and Identity (3-0-3). The purpose of
this course is to engage students in thinking critically, missionally, and
globally about the ideas which shape our current and future views of
ourselves. Special attention is given to a Christian perspective of
liberal education as a foundation for life long integration of faith,
ideas, and action. Students will be exposed to various historical ideas
about the self, consider the differences between human persons and the
rest of creation, examine exterior forces that constrain the self, and
create a statement of personal identity. This will be done through in
class presentations, mentored class discussion, and personal and
collaborative writing to reflect on how individually and as a culture we
have come to understand ourselves and how we might change our
understanding now and in the future.

Revised Title and Description:



Core 115 Critical Thinking, Identity, and Community (3-0-3). The purpose of this course is to
engage these students in thinking critically, missionally, and globally about the ideas that shape
our current and future views of ourselves. Students will be exposed to various historical ideas
about the self, consider the differences between human persons and the rest of creation, and begin
to understand the factors that shape personal identity and faith. Through in-class presentations,
mentored class discussion, and personal and collaborative writing and readings, students will
reflect on how individually and as members of communities we can come to understand our
communal responsibilities and ourselves. Prerequisite: ENGL 112.

This revision affects approximately 30% of the course content.
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