








Explanation of Proposals Regarding BMIS 245/ BMIS 345 

 

Proposal:  Upgrade BMIS245 to BMIS345 and retain it on the menu of courses that meet 

the Cultural Competency requirement for University Requirements 

 

Proposed Course Description: 

BMIS 345 ~ Understanding Culture for Global Service (3-0-3), fall.  This course 

prepares student to effectively reach across the chasm of cultural differences in ways that 

are loving and respectful.  It is designed to function as an entry-level applied 

anthropology course, with an eye toward applications of Christian witness, service, and 

intercultural ministry.   Prerequisites:  BIBL 101, 102 (or 103), and BIBL 211. 

 

Rationale for the Upgrade 

This was originally a 300-level course. When DBMM had a full Missions major, it was 

downgraded to serve as a 200-level entry course for the major. But since Missions is now 

a track within the Bible & Ministry major, the current Missions faculty think best to teach 

this as a more advanced course for the major. See attached course description and 

syllabus for a 300-level version of this course.  

 

Additionally, as a 300-level course, this may serve to meet either GenEd requirements for 

an upper-level Bible or may serve to meet the GenEd cultural competency requirement.  

The course meets the criterion of appealing to more than one or two majors, since it can 

be taken by any student at the University and can serve as one of the courses required for 

a Bible minor. 

 

 

Course Assignment Modification 

To upgrade BMIS 245 to BMIS 345 the proposed syllabus requires deeper engagement from 

students in the following ways: 

 Students will write a critical book review over Livermore’s Cultural Intelligence, 

requiring students to analyze and evaluate a seminal text in the field.  (Conceptual and 

procedural knowledge).   

 An additional course textbook, McCurdy, Shandy, Spradley.  Conformity and Conflict:  

Readings in Cultural Anthropology (Pearson 2016) with attendant reading assignments 

will be required.  (Factual and conceptual knowledge). 

 Summative assignment:  Ethnography is the sine qua non of anthropological research, 

requiring observation, interpretation, analysis, evaluation of a given context (conceptual 

and procedural knowledge), concluding with a critique of one’s own assumptions 

(metacognitive knowledge).  While an ethnography is required even for a sophomore-

level class, for the BMIS 345 ethnographic research is extended:  Participant 

Observations of cultural “tribes” are extended from three periods of observation to four 

periods of observation.  The summative ethnography paper is extended from a 4-5 page 

paper to a 6-8 page paper. 

 Revised rubrics will require higher-level academic rigor for existing assignments.   



Rationale for Retaining BMIS 345 on the GenEd Cultural Competency Menu: 

As a Cultural Competency course, BMIS 345 would be suitable not only for ministry 

majors but also for Global Studies majors, Nursing or pre-med majors contemplating 

medical missions, Business majors contemplating international business, or any students 

desiring to travel and engage the world with greater understanding. 

 

While we recognize that lower-level courses normally serve to satisfy the Cultural 

Competency requirement, we offer the following considerations for including this upper-

level course on the menu: 

 

 As an applied cultural anthropology course, the content requires students to reflect on 

their own cultural commitments and biases and to consider experiences and issues 

from the perspectives of others with differing world views, thus fulfilling the 

university cultural competency requirement. 

 Although BMIS 345 is upper-level in terms of difficulty, it is entry-level for cultural 

anthropology.  The pre-requisites are lower-level GenEd Bible courses, which all 

students have, so the course presumes basic Bible literacy but no prior knowledge of 

anthropology nor any experience in cross-cultural engagement. 

 BMIS 245 has long been on the Cultural Competency menu.  Upgrading to BMIS 345 

and expecting more from students should not lessen the appropriateness of the course 

to meet this requirement. 

 Most of the other courses already on the cultural competency menu are upper-level 

courses that serve specific majors: 

BIOL/CHEM/COMP 308 Global Healthcare 

BMIS 371 Religion in Global Contexts 

BMIS 391 Service in Global Contexts 

BMIS 420 Gospel in a Multi-Cultural World 

BUSA 419 International Business 

COMM 345 Intercultural Communication 

ECON 438 International Poverty and Development 

EDUC 476 Effective Teaching Strategies for Language Learners 

ENGL 470 Multicultural Literature 

FIN 419 International Financial Markets 

Foreign Language (Spanish, German, French, Latin) 111 or higher 

GEOG 354 Cultural Geography  

 

 Even if the basic Cultural Competency requirement were officially set to mainly lower-

level courses, there is long-standing precedent that it is okay to substitute an upper-level 

course for a lower-level requirement (but not vice versa). 

 

With these considerations in mind, we respectfully ask that the newly upgraded BMIS 345 be 

retained on the menu of courses that satisfy the Cultural Competency requirement. 
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