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Application for Life and Physical Sciences Menu 

Guidelines For All General Education Courses 
1. All general education courses must be 100-level or above.  
2. General education courses should present a breadth of knowledge, not focusing on 

skills, techniques, and procedures specific to a particular occupation or profession.  
3. Individual courses will fulfill only a single general education requirement.  
4. Courses free of prerequisites are preferred. Applications to add courses with 

prerequisites must provide additional evidence that the course contributes to a 
student’s breadth of knowledge and is not specific to a particular occupation or 
profession.  

5. Each course may appear on a maximum of two menus that accept applications (arts and 
humanities, cultural literacy, life and physical sciences, and social and behavioral 
sciences).  

Life and Physical Sciences Description 
Courses within this domain use the methods and models of the natural sciences to describe, 
explain, and predict phenomena in the physical world; they employ empirical evidence, 
scientific principles, and interactions among natural phenomena to understand the world 
around us. 

Instructions 
Complete this form and submit it with a course syllabus and approval chart to the University 
General Education Council. Faculty submitting an application should be prepared to perform 
annual assessment for their course. The assessment will be conducted with the rubric included 
in this course application.  

 
Subject code, course number, 
and title of course: 

 

Terms offered:  

Catalog description:  

Course prerequisites:  

Cross-listed courses: 
*Note: Many gen ed courses are cross-listed 
between the Abilene and Dallas campuses. 

 

Other general education menus 
on which the course appears or 
you are applying for: 
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Prerequisites 
The council understands that many of the courses on this menu will have corequisites and that 
the second course in a sequence may also have a prerequisite. 
 

1. Is the course a lower-division (100- to 200-level) course in astronomy, biology, 
chemistry, physics, agricultural science, environmental science, or geology? 
      Yes         No 
 
If yes, continue to 2. If no, please explain how this course meets the description of life or 
physical sciences above. Applications for courses originating in other disciplines will be 
considered. 
  

 
2. Does the course have more than one prerequisite and/or more than one corequisite? 

      Yes         No 
 
If no, continue to 3. If yes, please explain why an exception should be made to include 
this course in the Life and Physical Sciences menu. 
  

 
3. If the course has prerequisites, provide evidence that the course contributes to a 

student’s breadth of knowledge. Also provide evidence that the course content is not 
specific to a particular occupation or profession (200 words or less). 

 

Relevant Outcomes 
• C2: Analyze quantitative data, published writing, or observable phenomena to draw 

informed conclusions. 

• C3: Interpret mathematical and/or logical models such as formulas, graphs, tables and 
schematics, and draw inferences from them; and  

• C4: Integrate new data into their existing knowledge.  

Describe how the course meets the C2 outcome (100 words or less). 
 
 

Describe how the course meets the C3 outcome (100 words or less). 
 
 

Describe how the course meets the C4 outcome (100 words or less). 
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Outcomes assessment should occur within one or two exams/assignments.  Please indicate 
which exams or assignments will be used for each outcome.  Provide assignment prompts if 
available. 
 

Area to Be Assessed Assessment Artifact 
Outcome C2  

Outcome C3  

Outcome C4  

 
Please use the following rubric to perform assessment each year. 

Student Learning Outcome C2  
Students will be able to: Shortcomings Meets Expectations Points of Excellence 
Analyze data to draw 
conclusions 

Lacks sufficient 
analysis of data or 
published writing. 

Analyzes data and/or 
published writing in an 
effective manner. 

Analyzes data and/or 
published writing in an 
exemplary manner. 

 

Student Learning Outcome C3 
Students will be able to: Shortcomings Meets Expectations Points of Excellence 

Interpret mathematical 
and/or logical models such 
as formulas. 

Little to no 
demonstrated 
ability to interpret 
relationships and/or 
data in models. 

Demonstrates ability to 
interpret relationships 
and/or data in models. 

Exceptional ability to 
interpret relationships 
and/or data in models. 

Student Learning Outcome C4 
Students will be able to: Shortcomings Meets Expectations Points of Excellence 
Integrate new data into 
their existing knowledge 

Shows little to no 
grasp of new 
information and/or 
does not 
demonstrate 
adequate 
connection to 
previous learning. 

Grasps new information 
and makes connections 
to previous learning. 

Exceptional grasp of new 
information and/or 
demonstrates outstanding 
ability to connect to 
previous learning. 

 

 


