Abilene Approval Chart for Curriculum Changes
R = Respond in Writing

A = Approve

Course Number COMM 415 ; ]
State the requested change and reason. A memo may be attached if more space is necessary.

I = Information Item

or Degree Plan(s)

Our department is requesting to add COMM 415 to the social and behavioral science menu. See

" attached application and syllabus.

Indicate the requested change.

Change to a Course

[looyds/daq

339110D

ued(q

DAL

2dON

PeID/DOVAV

1S0A0AJ

JUIPISAL]

Title (description unchanged)

Description (not affecting content)

Course term(s)

Content (change of course outcomes)

Number of hours (lecture, lab, contact)

Course number within the hundred

Course number beyond the hundred

Prerequisites

| | | | >

A Il Il Bl Bl B e

Course fee(s)

FromUtoGorGtoU

—_ —
[l =

Cross-list course

_
N

Department of record

_
b

Close a course

_
b

New course (includes combining or splitting courses)

> | | B | | | | | | >

> || |

> | B | | | | | | >

> > | | >

> > | | >

> | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | | | | | = =




A =Approve 1= Information Item R = Respond in Writing

g = <
= A ) 3| o
Change to the University Requirements & S ,? ; % % 5 ;:, ';; 2
All S| 2| B = E| 2| 2
(All Campuses) S| % = @) A S) % = g §
(=] o -
=) =Y
L. University Requirements — Change course outcomes of A A A - A - A - A -
an included course?
2. University Requirements — Add or drop a required A | A|A — A — A A -
course from the University Requirements?
3. University Requirements — Add or drop a course from a A - - - A - A - A -
menu within the University Requirements?
4. University Requirements — Change hours within a A A A = A = A A | A -
menu in the University Requirements?
Change to Catalog Information
(for Campus)
| General Requirements for Bachelor’s Degrees and - - - = = A A A | A -
) Associate’s Degrees
2. Policies governing academic probation and suspension — — — — — A —
3. Requirements for graduating with honors - - - = = A —
Change to a Degree Plan
Proposed by Faculty or College
5. Educational Program — Revise® A A A A = A A — A —
6. Educational Program — Adopt/change admission A A A A = A A - A -
requirements
7. Educational Program — Add® A A A A = A A A | A I
8. Educational Program — Discontinue A A A A = A A A | A I
9. GPA — Revise program-required GPAs A A A A = A A — A —
10. | Minor — Revise A A A I — I I — I —
11. | Minor — Add A|lA]AL|A — A | A - A -
12. | Minor — Discontinue A A A A — A A — A —
13. | Degree — Add A A A A — A A A | A 1
14. | Degree — Discontinue A A A A — A A A A |
Change to a Degree Plan
Proposed By Provost
15. | Educational Program — Discontinue R - R = A A I
16. | Minor — Discontinue R - R - A — —
17. | Degree — Discontinue R - R A — A A A A 1
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Application for Social and Behavioral Science
Menu

Guidelines For All General Education Courses
1. All general education courses must be 100-level or above.

2. General education courses should present a breadth of knowledge, not focusing on
skills, techniques, and procedures specific to a particular occupation or profession.
Individual courses will fulfill only a single general education requirement.

4. Courses free of prerequisites are preferred. Applications to add courses with
prerequisites must provide additional evidence that the course contributes to a
student’s breadth of knowledge and is not specific to a particular occupation or
profession.

5. Each course may appear on a maximum of two menus that accept applications (arts and
humanities, cultural literacy, life and physical sciences, and social and behavioral
sciences).

w

Social and Behavioral Science Description
Courses within this domain help students examine behavior and interactions among individuals,
groups, institutions, and events to understand the complexities of social systems.

Instructions

Complete this form and submit it with a course syllabus and approval chart to the University
General Education Council. Faculty submitting an application should be prepared to perform
annual assessment for their course. The assessment will be based on the rubric submitted as
part of this course application.

Subject code, course number, COMMA415

and title of course: Political Communication

Terms offered: Fall

Catalog description: Develops knowledge of theory, practice, analysis and research that will

help students become better consumers of political messages as well
as prepare students who intend to work in politics. Focus is on
rhetorical construction rather than the political process.

Course prerequisites: Advanced standing

Cross-listed courses: COMM515

*Note: Many gen ed courses are cross-listed
between the Abilene and Dallas campuses.

Other general education menus | N/A
on which the course appears or
you are applying for:
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Description of Menu Fit
Please describe how your class fits into the Social and Behavioral Sciences Menu (200 words or
less).

This course is based on the premise that as citizens in a democratic society Christians have the
right and responsibility to participate in the political system in ways that reflect the image of
Christ, creating Christian citizens equipped to be critical consumers of political messages.

The goal of this course is to develop knowledge of political communication theory, practice,
analysis, and research to help students understand and become better consumers of political
campaign messages. Specifically, students examine the complexities of social systems through
the study of voters, political socialization, political parties, news media, PACs, lobbyists,
government, election campaigns, caucuses, primaries, debates, the nominating system, political
conventions, etc. After completing this course, students will be able to recognize and identify
political communication terminology and strategies, and be able to utilize the terminology to
interpret and discuss the use and implications of these strategies. They should also be able to
analyze political messages and compare the political messages of various individuals and/or
candidates in the political arena (i.e., political advertising, debates, news coverage, campaign
strategies, etc.), and evaluate the consistency and validity of these messages.

Course Content

Using your syllabus as evidence, demonstrate that either the majority of course content or the
majority of graded student work adheres to the Social and Behavioral Sciences description
above (200 words or less).

All course content (objectives and assignments) is consistent with the description of this menu.
The five course objectives (see below) address this ultimate goal. In particular, course objectives
1 through 4 align with the stated Social and Behavioral Science menu outcomes “listen to,
understand, and critically evaluate rhetorical claims” (A2) and “evaluate widely disparate
sources of information and competing evidence to form their own reasoned positions” (C1). The
fifth course objective aligns with the Social and Behavioral Science menu outcome to “analyze
guantitative data, published writing, or observable phenomena to draw informed conclusions”
(C2).

Course objectives:

1. To recognize political communication terminology and rhetorical strategies.

2. To interpret political communication terminology and incorporate appropriately in
discussion of political messages.

3. To comprehend communication theory utilized in creating political messages and
identify examples of such use.

4. To analyze content of political messages, comparing rhetorical styles.
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5. To evaluate political messages in light of intended audience and purpose and examine
effectiveness of rhetorical strategies used.

6. To attain greater understanding and comprehension of a specific area of political
communication selected by the student and approved by the instructor.

Prerequisites

If the course has prerequisites, provide evidence that the course contributes to a student’s
breadth of knowledge. Also provide evidence that the course content is not specific to a
particular occupation or profession (200 words or less).

Advanced standing prerequisite is due to the maturity students need to excel in this course.

Relevant Outcomes
At a minimum, a course applying to the Social and Behavioral Science menu must address at
least one performance indicator from each of the following areas:
e Social and Behavioral Sciences Subject Matter
e A2: Listen to, understand, and critically evaluate rhetorical claims.
e Cl1: Evaluate widely disparate sources of information and competing evidence to form
their own reasoned positions.
e (2: Analyze quantitative data, published writing, or observable phenomena to draw
informed conclusions.

Ideally, assessment will occur within one or two exams/assignments. Please indicate which
exams or assignments will be used for each performance indicator. Provide assignment
prompts if available.

Area to Be Assessed | Assessment Artifact

SBS subject matter Unit Exams

Outcome A2 Unit Exams

Outcome C1 Review of Literature and Oral Report
Outcome C2 Review of Literature and Oral Report

Please use the following rubric to perform assessment each year. If a performance indicator is
not assessed, please write “Not Assessed” in the “Meets Expectations” section. The last two
pages have rubric examples for your reference; these pages may be deleted before submitting
your application.
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Social and Behavioral Science Subject Matter

Students will be able to:
Understand and/or
investigate behavior and
interactions among
individuals, groups,
institutions, events, and
social systems

Shortcomings
Fewer than 84% of
students will earn
a “C” or above on
the exam.

Meets Expectations
84% of students will
earn a “C” or above on
the exam.

Points of Excellence
90% of students will
earn a “C” or above on
the exam.

Student Learning Outcome A2 (select at least one)

Students will be able to:

Points of Excellence

Understand intent of
source

Shortcomings
Fewer than 84% of
students will earn
a “C” or above on
the exam.

Meets Expectations
84% of students will
earn a “C” or above on
the exam.

90% of students will
earn a “C” or above on
the exam.

Interpret source within
rhetorical context

Evaluate relevance of
source within multiple
contexts

Student Learning Outcome C1 (select at least one)

Students will be able to:

Shortcomings

Meets Expectations

Points of Excellence

Compare and contrast
multiple viewpoints on a
topic

Develop and express an
evidence-based viewpoint
on a topic

Synthesize information
from multiple sources

Fewer than 84% of
students integrate
information from
several sources.

84% of students
integrate information
from several sources to
draw a reasoned
conclusion.

90% of students integrate
information from several
sources to draw a

reasoned and insightful
conclusion.

Student Learning Outcome C2

Students will be able to:

Shortcomings

Meets Expectations

Points of Excellence

Read and interpret data in
a form that is appropriate
for the discipline

Fewer than 84% of
students report key
findings from the
literature reviewed.

84% of students report
key findings from the
literature reviewed.

90% of students report
key findings from the
literature reviewed.

Approved by UGEC on April 27, 2022




Example Shortcomings

Students answer fewer than 75% of test questions correctly

Students provide inaccurate or incomplete response to essay prompts

Students fail to reference source material in defense of their own position, or misuse
source material

Students take ideas/information from only a single source to form a position

Example Interpretations for Meets Expectations

Students correctly answer 75% or more of test questions focused on Social and
Behavioral Sciences subject matter

Students respond accurately and completely to an essay prompt targeting Social and
Behavioral Sciences subject matter

Students accurately paraphrase source material in their own words

Students use source material to defend their own position

Students take ideas/information from multiple sources to form a position

Students correctly answer questions about data

Students accurately draw conclusions about data

Example Points of Excellence

Students correctly answer 90% or more of test questions focused on the subject matter
above

Student response to prompt is especially thorough and/or imaginative

Student response to prompt successfully integrates knowledge from other courses
Students recognize the conflict between multiple sources and build a position that
solves that conflict
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Example Rubric

Social and Behavioral Science Subject Matter

Students will be able to:
Understand and/or
investigate behavior and
interactions among
individuals, groups,
institutions, events, and
social systems

Shortcomings
Students correctly
answer fewer than
75% of SBS test
questions in Exam 1

Meets Expectations
Students correctly answer
75% or more of SBS test
questions in Exam 1

Points of Excellence

Students correctly answer
90% or more of SBS test
questions in Exam 1

Student Learning Outcome A2 (select at least one)

Students will be able to:
Understand intent of source

Shortcomings
Students have errors
in their paraphrasing
of source material in
Essay 2

Meets Expectations
Students accurately
paraphrase source
material in their own
words in Essay 2

Points of Excellence
N/A

Interpret source within
rhetorical context

Students ignore or
misrepresent context
of a source in Essay 2

Students identify
relevant aspects of
context for a source in
Essay 2

Students correctly use the
context of a source to
explain their own position
in Essay 2

Evaluate relevance of source
within multiple contexts

Not assessed.

Student Learning Outcome C1 (select at least one)

Students will be able to:
Compare and contrast
multiple viewpoints on a
topic

Shortcomings

Meets Expectations
Not assessed.

Points of Excellence

Develop and express an
evidence-based viewpoint
on a topic

Students cite
evidence from one
or fewer sources in
Essay 2.

Students cite evidence
from two or more sources
that effectively supports
their position in Essay 2

Students cite evidence
from four or more sources
that effectively supports
their position in Essay 2.

Synthesize information from
multiple sources

Not assessed.

Student Outcome C2

Students will be able to:

Shortcomings

Meets Expectations

Points of Excellence

Read and interpret data in a
form that is appropriate for
the discipline

Students answer
fewer than 50% of

test questions on
data correctly in
Exam 1.

Students answer the
majority of test questions
related to reading data
correctly in Exam 1.

Students answer 80% or
more of test questions
related to reading data
correctly in Exam 1.
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POLITICAL
COMMUNICATION

COMS 415/515 - Fall 2022

Dr. Cynthia Roper
E-mail: roperc@acu.edu

“We are not for the elephant or the donkey, but for the Lamb who takes away the
sins of the world.”

Office Hours: MWF 10:00 - 11:00am & 1:00 - 2:00pm; TR 3:00 - 3:30pm (NOTE: All office
hour meetings will be held in Zoom.)

Mission of Abilene Christian University

“To educate students for Christian service and leadership throughout the world.”

Mission of Department of Communication

“To educate students for Christian service and leadership throughout the world by developing
communication skills through analyzing, managing, changing, and advocating ideas, people,
organizations, and cultures.”

Course Description & Goal

The goal of this course is to develop knowledge of political communication theory, practice,
analysis, and research for the purpose of helping students become better consumers of political
messages. After completing this course, students will be able to recognize and identify political
communication terminology and specific rhetorical strategies, and be able to utilize the
terminology to interpret and discuss the implications of these strategies. They should also be able
to analyze political messages and compare the political messages of various individuals and/or
candidates in the political arena (i.e., political advertising, debates, news coverage, campaign
strategies, etc.), and evaluate the rhetorical consistency and validity of these messages.

As Christians living in a democratic society, we have both the right and the responsibility to
participate in the system in ways which will reflect the image of Christ and will further his
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kingdom. The ultimate goal of this course is to help create Christian citizens who are equipped to
be critical consumers of political messages and to create effective and ethical political messages.

Course Objectives

1. To recognize political communication terminology and rhetorical strategies. (Acquired by
readings & lecture/discussion; assessed by exams)

2. To interpret political communication terminology and incorporate appropriately in
discussion of political messages. (Acquired by readings & lecture; assessed by in class
discussion & analysis of political messages from current, past, and fictional campaigns)

3. To comprehend communication theory utilized in creating political messages and identify
examples of such use. (Acquired by readings & lecture/discussion; assessed by exams)

4. To analyze content of political messages, comparing rhetorical styles. (Acquired by
readings & lecture; assessed by in class discussion & analysis of political messages from
current, past, and fictional campaigns)

5. To evaluate political messages in light of intended audience and purpose and examine
effectiveness of rhetorical strategies used. (Acquired by readings & lecture; assessed by
in class discussion & analysis of political messages from current, past, and fictional
campaigns)

6. To attain greater understanding and comprehension of a specific area of political
communication selected by the student and approved by the instructor. (Review of
literature & oral report)

Face Mask Policy

"In an effort to keep all members of our community safe, this course has received university
approval to require all students to wear face coverings over their mouth and nose, regardless of
vaccination status. Students who refuse to comply with this course requirement may be referred
to the Dean of Students."

Textbooks

Required:

Perloff, R. M. (2018). The dynamics of political communication: Media and politics in a
digital age (2" ed.). New York, NY: Routledge.

Holland, S. S., & Silvers, B. (2019). I think you're wrong (But I'm listening). Nashville, TN:
Nelson Books

Recommended:
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 7" ed. (2020). Washington,

DC: American Psychological Association.



Grading

60% Unit Exams: There will be three essay exams, which will cover material from class
lectures and reading assignments.

10% Group Discussions: During the course of the semester there will be several small group
assignments consisting of questions over chapters in the book [ think you're wrong (But I'm
listening). Each group will discuss and answer specific questions in essay form as a Word
document. This document will be submitted electronically in Canvas at the end of class. You
will be graded as a group, so each member of the group will be responsible for the content of all
questions. Therefore, you should each strive for depth and clarity in collaboratively formulating
your responses to the questions.

NOTE: If you are absent on the day a Group Discussion is being written, you should:

1. Write your own answers to the discussion questions, and then submit your answers
directly to the instructor via email at roperc@acu.edu .

30% Review of Literature & Oral Report: A review of literature is not a book review.
Rather it surveys scholarly journal articles, books and other sources (e.g., theses/dissertations,
conference papers) relevant to a particular issue, area of research, or theory, synthesizing the
sources used to provide a description, summary, and critical evaluation of each work.

Summarize and explain what research has been done on the topic, citing the sources as you
mention them. Point out the different ways researchers have treated the topic. Point out any
connections between the sources especially where one source has built upon prior research. Your
literature review should present your synthesis of previous research.

Review of Literature Guidelines & Due Dates

Part 1—Selecting a Topic: In this step, you will select a topic for your review of literature. By
11:59 pm on Friday, September 16™, you must choose and submit your topic in Canvas to
be approved by your professor.

Part 2—Reference List of Sources: In this step, you will begin to search the literature for
scholarly, peer-reviewed sources for your paper. Appropriate sources include journal articles,
chapters in edited academic books, monographs, convention papers, theses or dissertations. Your
reference list must include 10 to 12 sources using correct APA formatting for References
according to the 7™ edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association. In addition, each source citation should include a short summary of the article, book
chapter, etc. This must be submitted in Canvas by 11:59 pm on Friday, September 30™.

Part 3—Detailed Outline: In this step, you will produce a detailed, full-sentence outline for
your review of literature indicating the layout of your paper from Introduction through
Conclusion. The more complete your outline at this juncture of the process, the more smoothly
will flow your writing in the final step. This must be submitted in Canvas by 11:59 pm on
Wednesday, October 19",
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Part 4—Review of Literature: In this step, you will finish writing your review of literature.

e Undergraduates: The completed paper should cite a minimum of 10 sources and should
be 8 — 10 pages in length (not counting the title page or references pages). This must be
submitted in Canvas by 11:59 pm on Wednesday, November 30*.

e Graduates: The completed paper should cite a minimum of 15 sources and should bel2 -
15 pages in length (not counting the title page or references pages). This must be
submitted in Canvas by 11:59 pm on Wednesday, November 30th.

Part 5—Oral Presentation: You will do a conference-style, professional presentation of your
completed paper on the day you are assigned to present. Your presentation must be accompanied
by a PowerPoint or similar kind of slideshow. This must be submitted in Canvas before class on
the day of your presentation. Your presentation should be between 5 and 7 minutes and should be
a summary of your paper. The oral reports will be presented during the Final Exam on
Wednesday, December 8™, 2:00 — 3:45pm. See additional requirements below.

Important things to note:

e You must submit your PowerPoint presentation in Canvas before class on the day you
present in order to be able to present your paper.

e Cite sources in-text and in your reference page in APA style. Cite all sources you use,
including your text.
Papers should be typed with a 12-point font, double spaced, and use 1-inch margins.
Your paper should be free of errors in writing mechanics. Please visit the Writing Center
for assistance.

e Do not read your paper as you present it. You should practice your presentation at the
Speaking Center before the day you present in class.

NOTES:

1. There are no extra credit assignment in this class.
2. For your own protection, please keep a backup of all your written or other
assignments until after you receive a final grade for the course.

Attendance

This course is packed with information and activity. Attendance is critical to success in the
course. Some exceptions are considered for University sponsored activities where prior notice of
absence is provided. Serious medical emergencies are also given consideration with a doctor's
excuse at the next class period.

According to university policy, any student missing 10 classes in an MWF class will receive a
WF in the course, which counts as an F when computing GPAs. Tardiness is not an acceptable
practice. If you are more than 10 minutes late, you are officially absent, even if you stay the rest
of the class period. Three tardies in a MWF class counts as an absence. If you miss a class, YOU
ARE RESPONSIBLE for the material covered and any assignments made. Ignorance of an
assignment will not excuse late work. Any student observed during class using



earbuds/headphones, texting, or other uses of technology which are not part of the daily
class activity will be counted absent.

Additionally, in the event that your instructor fails to show up for a scheduled class meeting, the
students in the class MUST inform the secretary of the Communication and Sociology
Department, Sheryl Thomas. Her office is located in Sherrod 128. DO NOT LEAVE UNTIL
YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO. Leaving without following this procedure will result in an
unexcused absence for that day.

Assignment Due Dates

Assignments are due the day assigned. For an excused absence, exams should be made up
within one week. If you must miss a class for a legitimate reason (school sponsored trip, serious
illness, death in family), (1) please call me (674-2137) or e-mail me (roperc(@acu.edu) before
class, and (2) provide a WRITTEN excuse/statement/document the FIRST class period when
you return to class.

NOTE: No late work will be accepted after 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 3, 2021.

Technology Policy

Students should bring their cell phones/tablets/laptops to class for exams and quizzes.

However, unless the instructor requests that you take them out for a class activity, all cell phones,
tablets, computers, and other electronic devices must be set on silent and stowed away out of
sight. Notes should be taken manually with paper and pen/pencil. PowerPoint presentations
will NOT be posted in Canvas.

During exams, all technology, other than the computer or tablet being used to take the exam,
must be deposited on a table at the front of the classroom. Students who violate this policy will
be counted absent for the class period during which a violation, such as surfing the web,
Facebook, Netflix, games, etc. occurs. Under no circumstances may class sessions be audio or
video recorded without the express written consent of the professor.

Make-Up Policy

e If you miss an assignment for a legitimate reason (serious illness, death in the family,

etc.), please email me (roperc@acu.edu) as soon as possible.
If you are ill, please contact Wildcat Care or the MACCC.

If you are unable to participate in one of the group mini-case studies for a legitimate
reason, you will be able to complete and submit the assignment separately from your

group.
NOTE: No late work will be accepted after 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 3, 2021.

Contact With Instructor

This semester, office hours will be held in Zoom. If you need to meet with me individually,
please contact me by email or before or after class to let me know, and we will schedule a time to
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meet in Zoom. Prior to the meeting, I will send you a Zoom link. I really would like to help you
with this class, and it is helpful if you give me feedback regarding your concerns and challenges
with the material.

Writing Evaluation

All written assignments (e.g., formal outlines, self-critiques) will be graded both on content and
writing style. Because writing is so important to most careers, grammatical and spelling errors,
typos, incorrect punctuation, etc. will lead to deductions from your grade. You will lose points
for the following:

One point for each spelling or typographical error.
One point for each grammatical error.

Five points for failure to double-space.

Two points for use of a non-traditional font.

Two points for failure to include a cover page.
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Common grammatical errors:

Incomplete sentences

Run-on sentences

Inappropriate use of commas

Pronoun/referent agreement

Subject/verb agreement

Ending sentences with a preposition

Confusing homonyms (e.g., their vs. there; straight vs. strait)
Inconsistent number, tense, or person
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Ethics/Honesty

Cheating is not permitted or tolerated. Plagiarism will not be tolerated under any circumstances.
The American College Dictionary defines plagiarism as “copying or imitating the language,
ideas, and thoughts of another and passing off the same as one’s original work.” This includes
the use of quotations without citation and extensive paraphrasing of others’ ideas without
citation. The key here is failure to cite your sources. While extensive citing of other people’s
ideas and wording is unoriginal, it is not dishonest. Students are encouraged to do original work,
but more fundamentally, they are required to cite their sources. DO NOT allow your work to be
copied in whole or in part by another student. If you are ever in doubt about the legitimate use of
sources for assignments, check with your instructor.

Violations of academic integrity and other forms of cheating, as defined in ACU’s Academic
Integrity Policy, involve the intention to deceive or mislead or misrepresent, and therefore area
form of lying and represent actions contrary to the behavioral norms that flow from the nature of
God. Violations will be addressed as described in the Policy. While the university enforces the
Policy, the most powerful motive for integrity and truthfulness comes from one’s desire to
imitate God’s nature in our lives. Every member of the faculty, staff and student body is



responsible for protecting the integrity of learning, scholarship and research. The full Policy is
available for review at the Provost’s office web site (http://www.acu.edu/campusoffices/provost)
and the following offices: provost, college deans, dean of campus life, director of student judicial
affairs, director of residential life education and academic departments.



