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Saved as “Morgan HIST 131 Social Science.docx”

Proposal: HIST 131 (World History) should be approved for the Social Sciences menu.

1. Disciplines: HIST 131 is a history survey course that is also a degree requirement for
the International Studies major; it thus brings together two of the disciplines from the
list of those that qualify for the Social Science menu.

2. Definition of Social Science courses: HIST 131 explores human behaviors and
interactions in global history from c¢. 1450 to the present. Course content includes
discussion of the relationships between humans and their physical environment (e.g.,
the ecological and epidemiological impacts of the Columbian exchange in both Old
and New Worlds, or the international attention in recent decades to the new
environmental threats of nuclear power, global warming, habitat degradation, etc.);
the creation and interaction with institutions of power and governance (e.g., the
emergence of absolutist and constitutional monarchies, republics, democracies, and
more recently, the emergence of international bodies and NGOs); the study of how
people produce, distribute and consume goods and services (with particular attention
to the convergence of modern industrialization with the rise of worldwide empires).
In these ways, the course is highly focused on “higher levels of [social] aggregation.”
And as a History course, HIST 131 privileges “the history of human functioning over
time.”

3. Course Content: HIST 131 introduces students to a particular period of history (c.
1450-present), “with an emphasis on event timelines, historical biographies, and the
critical debates associated with their interpretation.”
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Please see course description, purpose, and learning outcomes/competencies below.

Course Description: Survey of the economic, political, and cultural interactions between
major world regions and civilizations from the fifteenth century to the present, with
attention to major global processes and movements. The course explores major themes
such as the creation of the early modern and modern state, exploration and colonization,
slavery and the Atlantic economy, comparative social and political revolution, and the
global impact of the World Wars, Cold War, and post-CW period of globalization.

Purpose of this course: To cultivate the student’s ability to think critically, consider
information in context, and write about historical themes in a clear, analytical fashion.
The course also seeks to promote global citizenship, historical curiosity and cultural
sensitivity. By examining the historical processes that shaped societies and states across
the world, this course should foster empathy and a sense of shared humanity.

Student Qutcomes and Competencies: This course seeks not only to communicate facts,
but also to cultivate knowledge of chronology, trends, themes, and connections that will
help students build a holistic understanding of Global History. Upon completion of the
course, successful students will be able to describe the trajectory of World History from
1400 to the present, analyze and evaluate primary source material related to course
themes, and compare and contrast a variety of worldviews. Students will also be able to
relate historical worldviews to their own understandings of the world and their place in it.




