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PHYS 203 

lIUll1lJCOl that corresponds to the requested I.Al<lHF;""'. plan are on the second page. 

Change to a Course 

l. I Title (description unchanged) 

2. I Description (not content) 

. 3. I Content (substantive change) 

. 4. I Number of hours (lecture, lab, contact) 

5. I Course number within the hundred 

6. I Course number beyond the hundred 

9. From U to G or G to U A A 
10. Cross list with another department: U or G level A A 
11. Department of record A A 
12. Open or close a course 

13. New course See website for application and process. 
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Note: When an academic unit does not have a council, the UGEC and/or UUAC will serve as its academic council, depending on the nature 
of the issue. 
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1. University Requirements Change in approved course content" A A A A A -­ A -­
2. University Requirements ­ Add or drop a required course from the A 

-­

University Requirements chart6 A A A A A A 

3. University Requirements ­ Add or drop a course from a menu A A 
-­

within the University Requirements6 A A A A -­

4. University Requirements ­ Change hours within a menu on the -­
University Requirements chart6 A A A A A A A 

5. Major ­ Revision of major 4.5 A A A A A -­ A -­

6. Major ­ Adopt or change admission requirements A A A A A -­ A -­
7. Major ­ Add 4.5 A A A A A A A I 
8. Major ­ Discontinue (proposed by the department or college) A A A A A A A I 

9. Major - Discontinue (proposed by the Provost) See below. 

10. GPA ­ Revise major or cumulative requirement A A A A A A A I -­

, I 
II. Minor ­ Revise course selection A A A I I -­ I -­
12. Minor-Add A A A A A -­ A -­
13. Minor ­ Discontinue (proposed by the department or college) A A A A A -­ A -­
14. Minor - Discontinue (proposed by the Provost) See below. 

IS. Degree-Add A A A A A A A I 
16. Degree - Discontinue (proposed by the department or college) A A A A A A A I 
17. Degree - Discontinue (proposed by_ the Provost) See below. 
18. Any change to a graduate degree program A I A I A I A I A I -­ I A -­

COUNCIL' 
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3. 

Provost-Proposed Change 

Major/Graduate Program - Discontinue (proposed by the Provost) 

Minor ­ Discontinue (proposed by the Provost) 

Degree - Discontinue (proposed by the Provost) 
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Approval Chart for Curriculum Changes 
ItOJ:1mtttc~n Item I Advise & Respond2A 
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Other academic policy chanlles A A -­ I A 

I Councils may request additional information about "Information" items. These items are approved as "Consent Agenda. 

should to the Provost's recommendation to close a program in writing. Advise & requires 
should receive the written responses at least one week prior to the vote. 

l All courses that meet University Requirements for general education must go through UGEC Courses or degrees offered only to srudents 
seeking teacher certification must go through the Teacher Education Council. An undergraduate must go before the UUAC All 
graduate plan changes must go through the Graduate Council. 

4 A minimum of30 hours is for a for each degree BA, BS). The minimum for 
elective hours is 6, unless the requirements make it impossible. 

5 Program or course that apply to any that includes Teacher Certification will be reviewed by the college, the Teacher 
Education Council and then the UUAC. 

6 Courses that satisfy ACU's Requirements (General Education) will normally have lower-level numbering, be free of 
and co-requisites, appeal to more than one or two majors, and "not narrowly focus on those skills, and procedures specific to a 
particular occupation or (SACS Departments may request exceptions to the first three criteria. 

7 The UUAC the clarification that "general requirements for means the enumerated items in the "General 

for Bachelor's section of the catalog. 


Revised 10-16-13 
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PHYS 203 Proposal 


In Consideration for Natural Sciences Core 


Specifically PHYS 203 meets General 

Courses that satisfy ACU's University Requirements (General Education) will 
normally: 

1) have lower-level numbering. 

PHYS 203 uses lower level numbering. 

be of prerequisite and 

PHYS 203 has no prerequisites or co-requisites. 

3) appeal to more than one or two majors, and "not narrowly focus on those 
skills, techniques, and procedures specific to a particular occupation or 
profession" (SACS 2.7.3). 

Point 1: 

Specifically, of PHYS 203 is much broader in approach than 
typical ACU general education science course. Unlike astronomy, for 

example, which is content specific to astronomy, PHYS 203 incorporates 
conceptual physics, astronomy, earth science (including geology), 
chemistry topics. The typical class involves a more hands-on approach 
and appeals to the student who wants a broad course with 
typically fewer lectures and more inquiry learning. Students who 
desire learn by doing will find this course more to their liking as a 
general science option. 

Point 2: 

models the standard state curriculum in for a general 
science course for use in the core. When PHYS 203 is used in 
combination with ACU's CHEM 203, the content of the two would 
mirror the state curriculum of PHYS 1415 and PHYS 1417. PHYS 1415 
and 1417 are only required for all education majors in 
state curriculum, but also used heavily by many students as a general 
science credit for every education core in the of Texas. 

203, just PHYS 1415 and 1417 the state level, specifically 
addresses the content required for certification exams that elementary 
education students will have to oass to now gain certification; but also 



applies for any other major on campus needing a 
for core requirements. For example, PHYS 203 would 
someone who plans to home-school children in or someone 
who would like a more complete physical than say just 
astronomy or geology, but yet the inclusion of both. 

PHYS 203 meets the Natural Science courses 

203 "exposes students to the 

of scientific 


" PHYS 203 also 
that beyond exposure to goes 
beyond mere exposure of content to education 
techniques and procedures for as National Science 
Foundation approved curriculum). 

PHYS 203 covers sections of all of the natural in depth except biology. 
The natural sciences are astronomy, biology, science, and 
physics. PHYS 203 also includes geology as a of earth science. 

PHYS 203 meets all of the 3 of the additional requirements. 

1. 	 PHYS 203 uses experimentation as a vital of class each week. 
The students use quantitative and qualitative (conceptual concepts) 
experimentation techniques to the world around them. They use 
graphs, data sets, statistical error analysis, etc. to determine the 
impact of the data that they While PHYS 203 does not have a 
formal lab setting, is ht using hands-on lab interactions each 
week. 

2. 	 PHYS 203 constantly students to apply knowledge gains and 
experimental Tin""·",,, ~nlnlll""'~TII"\n~ for science and society. Critical 
thinking skills IQ~rnQrl through out all findings for all 
disciplines. 

3. 	 203 critical thinking applications in all phases of 
foundations of PHYS 203 is the 

thinking including the process and historical 
"Why were Newton's Laws viewed as 

To answer this question completely, 
framework to include in 

,i"\\AlI",rI",,,, of the laws themselves. 


