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‘ended Audience

111is course is designed as an advanced newswriting course, buildir on the skills learned
in JMC "7 3. It is designed for upper-level convergence journalism majors in the Department
of Journalism and Mass Communication.

Outline of Topics

Topics covered in this course may include, but are not limited to:

the role of busin: ;in the United States

companies’ financial performance

information about private and public companies

corporate press releases

how a company is structured and the role of executives

the relationship between business journalists and companies

the relationship between companies and the regulators that oversee them
documents rangir from analyst repor to court documents

the unique ethical issues of being a business journalist

how financial markets influence companies

Course Tools

Merril’ * rnch (2000), How to Read a Financial Report.
Other readings provided by the professor

In addition, students will choose one of the followit books by/about business reporters
and write a three-page review:

~ 1 Days: How Two Wall Street Journal Reporters Uncovered the Lies that Destroyed
Faith in Corporate America. Rebecca! th and John Emshwiler. Harper Collins.
2003.

Allt  Devils Are Here, Bethany McLain and Joe Nocera, Portfolio, 2010.

The ...¢ Short, Michael Lewis, Norton, 2011

The Frackers, Gary Zuckerman, 2013.

Rec . Endangerment, Gretchen Morgenson, Times Books, 2011.

L IC to Fail, Andrew Ross Sorkin, Viking, 2009.



Grading
Grading scale

. A 92-100
. B 83-91

o C= 74-82
. .~ = 65-73
o F Lower than 65

Grading calculations

The emphasis in this class will be on producing professional-quality journalistic writing.
The grading syst:  will reflect this ¢ phasis:

. Business News Stories "~ : " 1%

. Business Leader Profile: 20%

. Abilene Small ™ 1siness Profile: 20%

. Abilene Reporter-News Package story: ~ )%
. Business Journalism Book Review: 10%

. Class Participation: 10%

- 1€ Assignments

Business News Stories
* Students will pitch, report and write at ™ 1st two 400-500-word business ories for
publication in the Optimist or for submission to the Abilene Reporter-News, Stories
can be related to any beat, but must meet professional reporting standards. or
* Students will script, produce and edit two 45-60-second broadcast business stories.

Business Leader Profile
* Students will choose one local business leader and write a 800-1000-word
personality profile for publication in the Optimist or for submission to the Abilene
Reporter-M ws.

Abilene Small Business Pr¢,..2
* Students will choc :onelocal business and write a 600 . 50-word profile for
publication in the Optimist or for submission totl Abilene Reporter-News or they
will produce one 1:30 package on a small business with narration, 1iltiple
interviews and b-roll.






4.Mal itaccurate...very: 1tence should be correct, so that every person on either side
of a controversy could agree that each sentence is factually correct. Re-read every sentence
to see if you think it is accurate on its own.

5. Get lots of information, more than you think you need. Write long; edit short. .1 alwa
makes for a better st

6. Attribute all state :nts of opinion, all value-laden terms, totl person whose opinion is
being reflected in the statement.

Deadlines

Each assignment will have a specified deadline, many of which are included in the syllabus.
Failure to turn a story in on time will result in an automatic letter- . ide drop. Failure to
complete an assigned story will result in a zero. A second zero will result in dismissal from
the course. All assignments due in class will be due in the cou :dropbox by 10 a.m. that
class day.

Other Information

Cell phones and other electronic devices will be turned off during class. Technology that
distracts during class time will be confiscated.

During class time, students will not check or write personal email or work on assignments
for other classes. The instructor will indicate specific times when computer monitors
should be turned off to eliminate distraction.

Students should protect the confidentiality of passwords and ID cards; sharing them can
result in denial of access and dismissal from the course. After-hours _ ests in the building
and labs 1st have clearance frc  JMC chair. Do not prop oy 1doors to DM 307 or DM
302.

All stories must be written in the Optimist Word Pre. content 1in: ‘ment system. Wise
students save a copy of stories posted. Students who write stories at home on another
computer are required to transfer final cop :into their home folder to have access to them
during class or lab at a later time.


















Diversity Perspective
Those who control the flow of images intl mass media have a responsibility to their

audience to illustrate messages in a fair and truthful manner, without bias or prejudice, and
with careful consideration to creating im: ry that does not reinforce societal stereotypes.
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