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MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  November 1, 2018 

 

To:  UGEC (University General Education Council)  

 

From: David Kneip, Associate Chair, Department of Bible, Missions and Ministry 

 

Re:  BIBH 380: Application for Inclusion in the Historical Literacy Menu 

 

 

 

By means of this curriculum change approval chart, memorandum, and sample syllabus, the 

Department of Bible, Missions and Ministry, supported by the College of Biblical Studies, would 

like to apply to include BIBH 380: Survey of Church History on the University Requirements 

menu for Historical Literacy.  The relevant information is as follows: 

 

Name of Course: Survey of Church History 

 

Course Prefix and Number: BIBH 380 

 

Catalog Course Description: Examines major people, ideas, and events in the history of 

Christianity from the beginnings to the present. Includes introductions to ancient, medieval, 

Reformation and modern church history. Prerequisite: Sophomore standing; BIBL 101 and BIBL 

102 (or BIBL 103); BIBL 211. May be used to satisfy Bible University Requirements. 

 

Responses to the “UGEC Criteria for the Historical Literacy Menu” Document:  

A. The course meets the criterion of appealing to more than one or two majors, since it can 

be taken by any student at the University and can serve as one of the courses required for 

a Bible minor.  Further, because of the broad focus on two thousand years of church 

history, it does not “narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, and procedures specific to 

a particular occupation or profession,” and so it meets that criterion.  However, we are 

requesting an exception to the criteria of having a lower-level number and being free of 

pre-requisites.  The reasons for this exception are as follows: Almost all of our upper-

level courses require the BIBL 101/102/211 sequence, so that students have a grounding 

in Scripture before coming to their upper-level courses.  This course is no different, and 

given the place of Scripture, as well as the ideas and stories found in Scripture, in the 

study of church history, we find it beneficial for students to have that background before 

taking the course.  Further, the course is not a pre-requisite for another course, but rather 

presupposes prior knowledge.  As a result, it is appropriately placed as an upper-level 

course.  Finally, almost without exception, all University students have to take at least 

two upper-level Bible courses of their choosing, and this course is one of the options 

available.  For that reason, and since it functions as an upper-level Bible course for our 

majors (required for some; available to all), it would cause more problems to re-arrange 

the course to a lower-level status, simply for the benefit of being on the Historical 

Literacy menu. 

http://catalog.acu.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=5&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=3&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=33&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=survey+church+history#tt3775
http://catalog.acu.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=5&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=3&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=33&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=survey+church+history#tt5235
http://catalog.acu.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=5&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=3&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=33&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=survey+church+history#tt5235
http://catalog.acu.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=5&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=3&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=33&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=survey+church+history#tt5302
http://catalog.acu.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=5&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=3&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=33&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=survey+church+history#tt1946
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