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Contact person: Dr. Ron Morgan, History and Global Studies 

Draft: New minor in Gender and Multicultural Studies 2018-19 
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We propose a new minor called Gender and Multicultural Studies, to replace the former Ethnic and 
Women's Studies minor which is being closed. This change would update the name and description of the 
program, aligning it with similar offerings at peer and aspirational institutions. For example, Calvin 
College has a program in Gender Studies, offering a Minor. Wheaton College has a Gender Studies 
Certificate program. Many institutions our size have changed the name and description of their 
undergraduate programs to include gender, or to rename the entire program Gender Studies instead of the 
more narrow and outdated Women's Studies. In a related vein, the Society for the Study of Early Modem 
Women recently added "and Gender" to its name. 

Administratively, this new Gender and Multicultural Studies Minor would remain housed in the 
--Department-of-History-and-Global-Studies.-

We recommend that existing catalog language be revised as follows: 

Gender and Multicultural Studies 

Introduction 
Affirming Abilene Christian University's mission statement, ACU offers an interdisciplinary minor in 
gender and multicultural studies in the U.S. context. All students from a variety of majors are welcome 
and encouraged to pursue this minor. The program's three themes - theoretical and social frameworks, 
historical and literary frameworks, and contemporary applications - provide students in-depth experiences 
in theoretical, rhetorical, and empirical analysis of gender, race, ethnicity, class, nationality, and sexuality 
in their complexity. 

The goals for the gender and multicultural studies minor are: 
* Provide students with a rich conceptual, theoretical, and applied understanding of gender and
multicultural issues.
* Address the intersections of gender, race, ethnicity, class, nationality, and sexuality in contemporary
society.
* Establish in the campus community an awareness of the values, contributions, and perspectives of
minority groups.

The minor consists of 18 credit hours. It must include a minimum of 6 hours of advanced course work 
(numbered 300-499). It must include courses from at least three disciplinary prefixes, and no more than 9 
credit hours in a single prefix. 

Two required courses 
HIST 250 Introduction to Gender and Multicultural Studies in the U.S. (name change in progress) 
SOCI 385 Social Theory (Note: Students who have not earned credit for SOCI 111 may enroll in SOCI 

385 with consent of instructor. 
Students will select one course from each of the following theme areas, plus one additional course from 

any theme. 
Theoretical and Social Frameworks: SOCI 442,480; SOCW 329; BMIS 345,420. 
Historical and Literary Frameworks: HIST 330, 332, 455; BIBM 405; ENGL 470,. 
Contemporary Applications: SOCI 222; COMM 345,450; PSYC 345. 














