Abilene Approval Chart for Curriculum Changes
A = Approve I = Information Item R = Respond In Writing

Course Number: BUSA 438 or Degree Plan(s):

With the retirement of the faculty member who has historically taught ECON 438:
International Poverty and Development, we are working to find a way to continue to teach
this valuable course. We do not currently have any faculty members who are credentialed
to teach this course as an ECON class who have room in their schedule (or the interest) to
teach this class.

We propose changing the course prefix to BUSA so that this class can be taught by faculty in
the management sciences department as well as faculty from the finance department. (The
finance department currently has two open positions. It’s possible that one of the new hires
would have an interest in this topic, and we want to facilitate that option.) While the
specifics of the course material would reflect the training and interest of the faculty
member, we would have a consistent catalog description and learning objectives regardless
of who is teaching the class.

There will be no change in the learning objectives.

The catalog description, however, would be modified slightly to include the
impact of business on both poverty and development. The addition to the
description is denoted with italics.

New description: Global poverty and development, including challenges facing
economically poor countries and individuals, material and non-material views
of poverty, relief and development paradigms and organizations, assessment
and intervention tools used by development agencies, and the contributory and
intervening role of business in poverty and development.

The current plan is for the course to be taught every third semester, beginning in Fall 2025.
(It's currently listed as a Spring course.)
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Change to a Degree Plan
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Notes

% Any change to a cross-listed course requires the signature of both department chairs or program directors
overseeing the course to ensure that the courses stay in sync. This includes courses taught at other campuses
(e.g. BIBL 101 and BIBO 101).

* For undergraduate majors, a minimum of 30 hours is required. These programs must have a minimum of 6
elective hours, unless the requirements of external accrediting bodies make it impossible. Master’s programs
must include a minimum of 30 hours, and doctoral programs must include a minimum of 30 hours beyond the
master’s.

* When a department/school or dean proposes closing a program, approval routing follows the typical process
beginning with the department/school. An administrative proposal by the provost or senior vice president for
academic affairs would follow the “provost-proposed” routing on the chart.
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