To Whom It May Concern,
It is my pleasure to strongly recommend Dr. Kelli Gibson for tenured professor in the Graduate School of Theology at Abilene Christian University. 
As an alumnus of both Abilene Christian University and the Graduate School of Theology, I have had the pleasure of experiencing Dr. Gibson as a professor, both in my undergraduate and graduate work, as an advisor for my MDiv degree, and as a faculty mentor during my time in the Graduate School of Theology.  Dr. Gibson’s compassion and dedication for her students accompanied by her academic scholarship make her an asset to the Graduate School of Theology as a whole, and I believe that she would be an excellent tenured professor. 
Dr. Gibson is an exceptional teacher who is not only knowledgeable, but also gifted at communicating and teaching difficult concepts to her students in a way that is easy to understand. In every class I took from her, she had clear expectations for what students would learn and the work that we would complete; however, Dr. Gibson was always gentle in the way she corrected students and answered questions, never making us feel ignorant or put down. This is an incredible strength as it created an atmosphere in the classroom of greater collaboration and learning. She was also excellent at creating meaningful assignments that allowed for personal ministry application. For example, in the class “Theological Explorations: Contested Monotheisms,” Dr. Gibson encouraged me to utilize a project to explore the concept of death and dying in the Muslim faith tradition, which specifically connected with my future ministry context as an interfaith hospital chaplain. I still remember the information I gained from this class and use it often in my ministry, which is a credit to Dr. Gibson’s pedagogy.  
In addition to her teaching, I had the pleasure of having Dr. Gibson as my GST faculty mentor for several years. She played an important part in my spiritual journey, helping me to learn more about the contemplative tradition and incorporate this into my own daily spiritual practice. She consistently modeled kindness and genuine concern for God’s people, and I observed this through her interactions with fellow students and other professors. 
I am fortunate to have also had Dr. Gibson as my academic advisor for my Master of Divinity degree. In this role, she listened to my needs and gifts and pushed me to take classes that would be a good fit for me and my future ministry context. When I realized I needed to graduate more quicky due to upcoming CPE residency acceptance, she calmly helped me find the classes and hours needed to graduate on time. I am grateful not only for her attention to detail and organization, but also her compassion and determination to make sure that I got the hours I needed to complete my degree.
Not only have I benefited from her teaching, mentorship, and academic guidance while a student, I am grateful to remain connected to her now as a friend. Dr. Gibson continues to serve as a source of guidance and encouragement to me many years after completing my degree.
I could not recommend Dr. Gibson more for the tenured professor position, and I believe that her appointment to this position will strengthen the scholarship and ministerial training for the Graduate School of Theology as it continues to equip its students for academic and pastoral ministry to God’s people. 
Sincerely,
Lindsay Marolf
