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Longstanding Texas law allows for a Concealed Handgun License (CHL) holder in Texas to legally carry their concealed handgun in most places in Texas with a few notable exceptions. One of those exceptions has always applied to public and private college/university campuses. In that exception, CHL holders were NOT ALLOWED to carry their concealed weapons inside campus buildings, venues, or facilities. However, proposed legislation currently making its way through the Texas Legislature could change certain aspects of those campus exceptions.

Senate Bill 11, which has already passed through the Texas Senate and is now in the Texas House, would make it legal for CHL holders to carry their concealed weapons on college campuses, including inside buildings, venues, and facilities. SB 11 does however, allow for public and private universities to enact local regulations related to the secure storage of CHL holders weapons in campus-based dormitories and apartments. Additionally, SB 11 allows private universities (only), to enact local regulations, if they choose to do so, prohibiting CHL holders from carrying on their campus, but only after the institution has consulted with the students, staff, and faculty of the institution. 

On a related note, there is also pending legislation related to open carry (as opposed to concealed carry) by CHL holders in Texas.  If “Open Carry,” as it is commonly referred to, does pass into law, Open Carry will not apply to any college/university campuses, public or private. Only concealed carry by CHL holders would be allowed on public and private campuses, assuming that a private campus has not enacted local polices prohibiting CHL holders from carrying. 

