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Abilene Christian University	                                                                  	
91st Congress
Spring Session 2015 

A RESOLUTION TO CLARIFY THE POSITION OF ACU’S STUDENT BODY REGARDING TEXAS S.B. 11 IN SUPPORT OF CAMPUS CARRY

[bookmark: _GoBack]By Sophomore Class President Caleb Orr 
with 
Executive President Beau Carter, 
Executive Treasurer Cole McClellan, 
Sophomore Class Treasurer Morgan Jennings,
Freshman Class President Rachael Shudde,
Freshman Class Treasurer Abraham Enriquez
Off-Campus Representative Burton Cannon,
Don Morris Representative J.P. Festa,
Onstead-Packer Building Representative Ryan Bischof, 
Mabee Representative Bryson Jennings,
Mabee Representative Zach West,

Section I. Importance of Consultation

WHEREAS, Sec. 411.2031 (3)(e) of S.B. 11 states, “A private or independent institution of higher education in this state, after consulting with students, staff, and faculty of the institution, may establish rules, regulations, or other provisions prohibiting license holders from carrying handguns on the campus of the institution, any grounds or building on which an activity sponsored by the institution is being conducted, or a passenger transportation vehicle owned by the institution,”

WHEREAS, without the clarification of a weighing mechanism for the process of “consulting,” the ordering of that process should proceed in the order of those bodies listed – meaning that consultation with “students” must come first and the opinion of “students” must be given weight at least equal to that of “staff, and faculty” in the university administration’s decision-making process,

WHEREAS, the ACU Students’ Association Congress is the representative voice for the ACU student body as it is elected by and from students from every academic building, class, and dormitory,

WHEREAS, the most effective and predictable interpretation of “consulting with students” is through interaction with Students’ Association Congress due to its close relationship and interaction with university administration, its ability to take an official position via the passage of a resolution, and its representation of the student body, 

WHEREAS, the best method to meet the definition of “consulting with students” is through the passage of a resolution because it:
1. Registers an official position on behalf of students,
2. Displays a position taken by a majority of SA Congress,
3. Provides university administration with a clear opinion from which to consult,
4. Voices the most comprehensive allocation of student opinion on the issue,
5. Gives an access point for “consulting” between students and administration

Section II. Regarding Concealed Carry on Campus

WHEREAS, the recent spate of mass shootings at universities nationwide in recent history on campuses that do not allow for concealed handgun carrying – including Virginia Technical University (33 dead)[footnoteRef:1], Northern Illinois University (6 dead)[footnoteRef:2], University of Alabama Huntsville (3 dead)[footnoteRef:3], Oikos University (7 dead)[footnoteRef:4], Hazard Community & Technical College (3 dead)[footnoteRef:5], Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2 dead)[footnoteRef:6], University of California Santa-Barbara (7 dead)[footnoteRef:7], and Santa Monica College (6 dead)[footnoteRef:8],  [1:  “Virginia Tech Shootings Fast Facts,” CNN. http://www.cnn.com/2013/10/31/us/virginia-tech-shootings-fast-facts/ ]  [2:  6 shot dead, including gunman, at Northern Illinois University, CNN. http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/02/14/university.shooting/ ]  [3:  “Ex-professor Amy Bishop pleads guilty to killing Alabama colleagues,” NY Daily News. http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/ex-professor-amy-bishop-pleads-guilty-killing-alabama-colleagues-article-1.1157187 ]  [4:  Oikos University Shooting: Suspect, One L. Goh, Detained; At Least 7 Dead,” ABC News. http://abcnews.go.com/US/oakland-shooting-dead-oikos-university-suspect-idd-goh/story?id=16056854 ]  [5:  Man charged in shooting that kills 2, injures 1 at Hazard Community and Technical College, Lexington Herald-Leader. http://www.kentucky.com/2013/01/15/2477560/at-least-3-injured-in-shooting.html ]  [6:  MIT shooting triggers massive police operation in Boston, USA Today.
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/04/18/mit-shooting-cop-massachusetts/2095733/ ]  [7:  UC Santa Barbara Rampage Leaves 7 Dead, Huffington Post. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/05/24/santa-barbara-shooting_n_5384839.html ]  [8:  7 dead in Santa Monica College shooting, gunman may have had help, Los Angeles Times. http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jun/07/local/la-me-ln-santa-monica-college-shooter-dead--20130607 ] 


WHEREAS, there are currently close to 150 campuses that have allowed campus carry for over 20 years, and not one of these has seen a single resulting act of violence or suicide attempt[footnoteRef:9], [9:  Students for Concealed Carry. http://concealedcampus.org/common-arguments/#3 ] 


WHEREAS, the State of Utah, through the passage of Title 53, Chapter 5a, Section 102[footnoteRef:10] of its state code bans the restriction of concealed carry on campus by its 10 public universities in a law most similar to S.B. 11, and has experienced no threats of, attempts to, or actions of, shooting on its campuses, [10:  Utah State Legislature. http://le.utah.gov/~code/TITLE53/htm/53_05a010200.htm ] 


WHEREAS, ACU could potentially make themselves a target to an active shooter by opposing, pending its passage, S.B.11, as it will remain as one of the few schools in Texas where licensed students, staff, and faculty will not be able to carry a gun on campus,  

WHEREAS, the taking of this position by Students’ Association will not lead to rampant weapon-carrying on campus as only concealed handgun license holders would be permitted to carry guns on campus, and with 1.3% of Texans of the ages 21-23 having CHLs[footnoteRef:11], we may estimate that if about half of ACU’s 4600 students[footnoteRef:12] are over 21 (and this admittedly, is a generous estimate), then about 30 students would likely be able to carry on campus, [11:  State of Texas. http://www.scribd.com/doc/258967033/Statistics-on-Texas-CHLs-Age-18-23-01-01-15 ]  [12:  ACU Profile. http://www.acu.edu/aboutacu/profile.html] 


WHEREAS, in order to obtain a concealed handgun license in the State of Texas according to Sec. 411.172 of the State code: “Applicants must be at least 21 years of age (unless active duty military) and must meet Federal qualifications to purchase a handgun.  A number of factors may make you ineligible to obtain a license, such as: felony convictions and some misdemeanor convictions, including charges that resulted in probation or deferred adjudication; pending criminal charges; chemical or alcohol dependency; certain types of psychological diagnoses protective or restraining orders, and defaults on state or city taxes, governmental fees, or child support.”

WHEREAS, in light of Article I Section 23 of the Constitution of the State of Texas stating “every citizen shall have the right to keep and bear arms in the lawful defense of himself or the State; but the Legislature shall have power, by law, to regulate the wearing of arms, with a view to prevent crime,”[footnoteRef:13] this resolution aims to remove the reliance of responsible Texans, who by the authority of legal justification vested in the State have been declared to be holders of a concealed handgun license, upon other mediating institutions in an affront to the fundamental liberty that men and women have of responsible self-protection, [13:  The Texas Constitution. http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/CN/htm/CN.1.htm ] 


WHEREAS, although Abilene Christian University is a private institution of higher education, we must recognize the role that this university plays as not just a place of Christian learning and community but also has a plethora of functional roles that together define its very existence: an employer, a place of living for many students, an entertainment center, a business, a donor nexus, a philanthropy, and a research institute; these are all roles that suggest the “multi-versity” (as opposed to the singularity of purpose inherent to the term, “uni-versity”) of Abilene Christian University performs a much greater service to its community and its State than that of education and thus must be defined by its functionality to the state rather than solely its legal status,

WHEREAS, although Abilene Christian University is a private institution, the benefits it receives by the hand of the State including tax-exempt status and the Texas Tuition Equalization Grant Program point to the social utility contributed by private institutions like Abilene Christian University and the role they play in the formation of the State’s policy,

WHEREAS, rather than rejecting the importance of Abilene Christian University’s inherent partnership with the State of Texas and thus limiting our scope of influence to merely include the financial relationship between students and employees to the legal construct of “university,” the more proper stance of the university to its partnership with the State is to understand its role in influencing the behavior of citizens of the State through its many roles and inherent recognition by the State through benefits received, and to responsibly employ that power to uphold the rights endowed to each citizen by the Constitution of the State of Texas,

BE IT RESOLVED by Students’ Association of Abilene Christian University that:
Section I. Consultation
a. Sec. 411.2031(3)(e) of S.B. 11 should be defined by university administration as the official consideration of the opinion of a resolution adopted by Students’ Association Congress,
(i) This opinion should come before the opinions of the other legislatively mandated consultations of “staff, and faculty,”
(ii) This opinion should be given at least equal weight to that of the other legislatively mandated consultations of “staff, and faculty,”
Section II. Official Position of SA Congress regarding S.B. 11
a. The University should respectfully decline the Sec. 411.2031(3)(e) of S.B. 11 power granted to private institutions to “establish rules” or a “provision prohibiting license holders from carrying handguns on the campus of the institution.”
b. The University should implement a concealed handgun license policy consistent with Sec. 411.2031(3)(b) of S.B. 11, which states, “A license holder may carry a concealed handgun on or about the license holder's person while the license holder is on the campus of an institution of higher education or private or independent institution of higher education in this state.”
c. The University should reserve the right granted to private institutions in Sec. 411.2031(3)(e) of S.B. 11 to issue “regulations” of such a policy.
(i) “Regulations” should be in line with the recommendations of Abilene Christian University Chief of Police, (currently Jimmy Ellison) regarding the registration, tracking, and training of students & faculty with concealed handgun licenses.
(ii) “Regulations” should be permitted so long as they do not reasonably conflict with Sec. 411.2031(3)(b) of S.B. 11.
